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Get ready: I-275 will be reconstructed in spring;

By KEN ABRAMCZYK
BTAFP WBITH'BA N R

If you aro one of the nearly 200,000 motorists
who travel on 1-276 between Fivo Mile Road and
the interchango with 1-96, 1-696 and M-5, you
should expect traflic congeation and allow yoursell
more time this spring and summer to get to your
destination.

In April, the Michigan Department of Trans-
portation and its prime contractar, John Carlo Inc.,
will begin the $48 million freoway reconatruction,
ealling for the reconstruction of the frecway and
entrance and exit ramps, and the repair of bridges
over the freeway. The project’s completion date is
act for October.

*It will be congested, but we have done every-
thing in our power to minimize the impact,” said
Mike Eustice, MDOT resident engincer, to an
audicnce at the Livonia Civie Center nuditorium
Thuradny during a public infi i oti

R Larry Shoup of Farmington Hills complained that an environmental impact
study was not complsted to check on declboi levels of the traffic. MDOT
officlals responded that one was nof required since it was a reconstruction

project, not a now road.

least two major interchanges at a timo during the
reconstruction process.”

Stato officials wero plensed that the construction
bid como in ol $49 million, Iess than the earlier
estimate of $80 million. Originally the project was
to last two years, but it was compressed into one.

Eustice said the design concept helped reduco
the costs to taxpayers. “By buying into tho design
concept, wo're oble to bring in more idens from con-
tractors, Eustice said.

The freeway will not be widened from its four
lanes in Wayno County in cach direction, but aux-
iliary lanea for entering and exiting the freoway
will be longthened to allow for easier access,
MDOT officinls said.

State Transportation Director James DeSona

said a “great effort will be made” to minimize
motorist inconvenience.” I-276 is the second-busi-
cst freaway in the state, behind 1-75.
oo will be maintaining three lanes
of traflic in each direction in dhytime hours, work-
ing 24 hours a day, and will maintain access to at

What you can expect to see on I-275

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
STAFF WRITER

and nearby
to see the following:

W In April, crews will add temporary lanes
and pave crossover lanes just north of Five
Mile Road in Livonia and just south of
Grand River in Farmington Hills, Similar to
construction comploted last year on 1-275
botween M-14 and I-84, traffic from the
southbound side will cross over to the north-
bound side with temporary lanes allowing
for three lanes of traffic in both directions,
separated by a concrete barrier,

can expect

itself, the southbound ramp to 1-275 from
. westbound 1-696 in Oakland County, and
entrance and exit ramps at Six, Seven and
Eight Mile roads.

B The *loop” entrance and exit ramps at
Six, Soven and Eight Mile roads will be
closed for the 180-dny duration of the pro-
ject, but temporary crossover ramps will be
built for 1275 traffic to travel through the
construction area and directed to exit onto
these milo roada.

M The long, “sweeping” entrance and exit
ramps on the sauthbound side for each of
these roads will be closed only during their

C n about noise

Not everyone at the hearing was happy with the
concrete design. Three area residents complained
that the frecway should have an asphalt surface to
minimizo the traffic noise.

David Sharpe from Farmington Hills told MDOT
ho was concerned about the noise. Eustice told him
he didn’t expect the traffic to increase. Sharpe also

Eustice safd a sound study would be completed
once the construction was completed. MDOT offi-
cials said a study completed now would not give an
aceurate depiction of the noise when the road is
full of pothales and in disrepair.

But Sharpe disagreed.

“Concrete is louder than asphalt,” Sharpe said.
*You ought to consider using asphalt, not con-
erete”

“The city hns presented a
request {to MDOT) that this bo
looked at further, * Eustice

rompondel, — WALTONWIDD ——;
Larry Shoup of Farmington WLT

Hills complained that an environ-
mental impact study was not com-
pleted to check on decibel levela of
tho traffic. MDOT officials
reaponded that one was not

asked whether there would be i
M5 s completed b
Pontiac Trail in the upcoming years, to which
Eustice also was uncortain.

once the quired since it was o
12 Mile and  tion project, not a new road.
MDOT officials did not give any

No two interchanges will be closed simul-
tancously; that is when theo Six Mile inter-
change an the southbound side is closed for
repairs, Seven and Eight Mile interchanges
will be apen.

M Repairs of 12 bridges are expected to
1ast through October. Motaorista can expect
traffic to be narrowed from two lanes to one
in cach direction. The time frame varies for
the complotion of bridge repairs, said Robin
P k, MDOT spo}

jndication the plana would be

"' The southbound side is expected to be
completed in July, Then the freeway traffic
will be switched to that aide, also with three
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revised to include an asphalt surface durisg this
year’s construction, but they said they would take¢
into deration the public -

°I'm not going to Jeave here and forget about this
conversation,” Eustice said. '

Livonia City Council President Jack Engebret:
son said the Livonia council had not received corii?
plaints about noise problems. “The city has grant;
ed a waiver of noise abatements to facilitate a com-
pletion of the job,” Engebretson anid. That abate-
ment allowed the night-time construction. R

Engebretson anid the freeway was in need of the
repairs. “As (Wayne County Exccutive) Ed McNai
mara likes to say, ‘it's a short-term incenvenienct
for long-term relief,” Engebretson said. -

If residents have any questions about the project;
they can call Robin Panuecouk at (617) 373-1036.
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Walronwood of Royal Oak
QOpening soon!

3450 W. Thirteen Mile Road

hed £

T reconstruction. Access is expected on the lanes in both directions, so the northbound M Beauty shop, gift shop and inviting common arcas
» c‘";‘"'“.“” ?‘g“ ;".’“":" g}dkpnvcment northbound side of the freeway - the side side can then be completed. The bridgework (- B Acti A fuf:,p, P uled trans jon and more.
and replace it with 12-inch thick conerete.  yp04 to traffic — during the ramp construc-  will continue, while the ramps on that side of N

That work will be completed on the freeway

tion. the freeway will be repaved.

For more information, call (248) 549-6400.

Waltonwood communities offer the finest
in indcpendent living and assisted living.

Y YT S AN N Y
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clean on all ts,” City M
Brock said. .
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A GAMB!.ING RAID

- Royal Oak officials phoned Mayor Alde-
Vagnozzi and other officials when the origi-
nal statement went out,

On Friday, Roya) Qak City Manager Larry
Doyle responded positively after the latest
statement was read over the phone. He snid
the Feb. 2 statement suggeated a double

standard, which is not the case.

“All of the tickets were dismissed pending
further investigation,” Doyle said. “That's
the bottom line. Royal Oak officials are
unaware of any highly placed people being
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9?9 eyeglasses

Right now, get any frame and any prescription - even lined bifocals or
trifocals - with scratch-resistant plastic (enses. All for just 59991

Coupon explres Febiuary 27, 19991
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Chock the Yallow Pages for the Seors Oplicol 100r0st you.
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involved in this incident. -

=Approximately 380 people received tick-

* ota; It-takes time to sort through the all

information and to mnke sure appropriate
charges are brought to the people involved.”

s Call today for a:personal tonr: -

‘Rochester Hills  Novi at Tiveloe Qaks -
(248) 375-2500 (248) 735-1500
(apening nommer) .
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(734) 844-3060
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UAW Local 600 wishes to extend a heartfelt
thank you to those who sent cards and
donations, and gave blood to the victims of the
February 1, 1999 Ford Rouge Plant
Powerhouse explosion. Your concern, support

you to keep the families of our fatalities, and
those who continue the daily struggle for life,
in your thoughts and prayers.

| and prayers have touched the lives of the
A\ victims and their family members who struggle
|  to cope with this disaster.
s ; The community outpouring has been
S \ i tremendous and is appreciated by all. We ask
\

Jerry Sullivan, President
UAW Local 600




