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Former inmate in good condition after transplant

BY PAT MURPHY
HTATY

WRITER
pmurphy@oo.homecomm.net

Mindy Brass was in “good con-
dition” after receiving a heart
transplant, according to physi.
cians at the University of Michi.

gan Medieal Center.

But it'a too early %o d i

because of tho delay.

Braes, 40, who hnd spent
almost seven yoars in prison
before being released last sum-
mer to await retrinl, had been
on the transplant list at the Uni-
;:nity of Michigan since Octo-

T,
Tho call g her that a

Hifvi

if Brasa will bo healthy enough
to take part in her rotrial, said
cardiologist Dr, Keith D. Asron-
won and thoracic surgeon Dr.
Francis Pagani, whn urchestrat-

heart was ovailable came about
7 a.m, Sunday, according to
Robin Fraser, who with her hus-
band Frod Barrott bofriended
Brnls and took her into their

ed the heart Sundny
in Ann Arbor,

Brass is a former prison
inmate who is under house
arrest in Farmington Hills while
awaiting rotrial in Oakland Cir-
cuit Court on charges of traffick.
ing in cocaine.

Prosecutor David Gorcyea
Tuesday said Braas would be
afforded every chanco to regain
her health and etrength bofore
the trial continues. But Brass
still faces a charge that could

send her back to prison for the -

rest of hor lifo, he said,

Visiting Circuit Court Judge
Meyer Warshawsky, who hears
only drug cases, was unavailable
for comment Tuesday. Previous-
ly, howover, he exprouad con-

F Hills home. Brass is
on an clectronic tether and che
can not leave the house except
for religious or medical reasons,

She was rushed to tho hospital
and underwent surgery in the
afternoon. “Mindy was scared
and anxious,” sald Fraser. “But
sho wana ready. The doctors kept
us informed at every step. At one
point thoy notified us her heart
had been removed from her
body, and she was on a breath-
ing machine.'

Doctors also said the damage
to Brass' heart was worae than
orfginally thought, said Fraser,
ltand she was in danger of
‘death.”

Fraser and her husband saw
Brass Mnndny But she was aﬁll

The stat

cern about a p

Friends: Farmington Hills

resident Robin er
(top) befriended ex-inmate
Mindy Brass (bottom),
who lives with the Fraser
family under house arrest.

issued Tuesday noted that organ
recipients are ot risk for Tejece
tion, or other

Fraser said she and her hus-
band hope to get Brass' tecnage
daughter, Erika, to Michigen to
be with her mother. The daugh-
ter haa been in foster care since
Brass' arrest,

Brass lived in San Diego and
had naver set foot in Michigan
prlor to Decomber, 1991, when

3 d in
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Local school boards would bo

required to expel assaultive

students and inform Jocal law
enforcoment authorities under

Bill would ban violent students;

report incidents that threaten |
school eafety. 8
8 To implement an expul-
sion policy for students who
assault othera at school. The-
expulsion policy would be simi
lur}u the existing policy for.

& pair of hotly deb d bills
Ruud by tho state Housp of

were

Tmy while attempting to sell a

kilo of cocaine to customers who
were in fact undercaver police.

The two associates, William

Leflot and Emil Mardenl, {mpli-

cated Brass in the

The “safe schools” bills, as
Republicans called them, were
approved 84-22 on Feb. 17 and
sent to the Senate, whero pas-

sage is likely.
'Eemuvinx violent studenu
a safe | ing envi-

and she was arrested and
brought to Michigan, In October,
1992, she was convicted of con-
aph-lng to deliver 850 grams or
more of cocaine and sentenced to
life in prison under Mlchlgnnn
drug-lifer law.

A retrinl was ordered last
summer ofter it was ruled that
dofense attorneys did uot have
access to infi

ronment. And troubled stu-
dents are given o second
chance,” said House Spenker
Chuck Perricons, R-Kalama-

The lead measure, House
Bill 4240, would amend the
School Code to tequire a school

board:
8 To implement a local law

ing the credibility of Leflet, who
agreed to testify as a prosecution
witness,

The retrial started Jan, 4 and

tions, But Brass' “post trans-
plant course was unoventful.”

d until April 12 after
being repoatedly interrupted
when Brasa became ill or col-
lapsed in court.

Youwve Lived A Life
of Diggiitly Independence

Choice.

independent as possible in a safe and secure envi-
ronment. Center residents retain privacy and
comfort in individual apartments while their
psychological and social needs are met through
a variety of programs and group activities. Easily accessible community lvin'g,'

chapter of your life is filled with the same richness of choice and
independence to which you are accustomed and that you deserve.

"For more information, call 248-477-1646.

At Botsford Commons’ Assisted Living Center
You Don’t Have To Change A Thing.

building in Farmington Hills, offers a caring environment for those who need
support to maintain daily living routines. Residents receive assistance only with
the services needed and requested, encouraging each individual to remain as_

dining and social areas complement comfortable accommodations with private
baths and generous space for treasured personal furnishings. The
center features a chapel, clinical offices and a full range of health
care services including geriatric assessment programs. As an older
adult, you've lived a life that has been one characterized by dignity,
independence and choice. It should continue to be. When you choose
Botsford Commons Assisted Living Center, you insure that the next

Botsford

HEALTH CARE CONTINUUM
28050 Grand River Avenue, Farmington Hills, M1 48336-5933

Announc‘mg the op‘ening of
Botsford Commons. Assisted
Living Center. This innovative
faciliry located in an historic
--and newly renovated Albert Kahn-designed

aoarent

agr t to

enfor

ts who have P m-
school.

The companion menuurc.
House Bill 4241, would cnable.
chartering of strict discipline '
public school academics. The
bills are “tie-barred” - neithez -
would take effect unlesa boﬂt
become law.

Critics, mostly Demncrntg,\
said- the bills would toag
unruly students onto the ¢
streets. Some feared there |
would be no remedy if n schn
acted wrongly against a aw-

Rep. Andrcw.'

Raczkowski, R-Farmington -
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STUDY.

5959,

CHILDREN WITH ASTHMA :
RESEARCH STUDY . :
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
QUALIFICATIONS INCLUDE:
HEALTHY CHILDREN, AGE 4-11, WITH

TROLLED BY INHALED MEDICATIONS.
INDIVIDUALS WHO QUALIFY RECEIVE;
OFFICE VISITS, LIMITED TESTING, AND
STUDY MEDICATIONS AT NQ_CHARQ_E
COMPENSATION FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE -

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE‘
CALL JULIE AT (248) 473-6400 OR 1-800 326-

MICHIGAN RESPIRATORY HEALTH AND g
RESEARCH INSTITUTE :
24230 KARIM BOULEVARD, SUITE 130 °
NOVi, MICHIGAN 48375 :
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