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uu ' Wall Street.

*““There are no dark cloudn on
‘Oakland County’s economic
hibrizon,” snid Angela Cnnnclly.
‘i Viee president and senior cred-
it officer at Moody’s. “Economic

the County” address in which

5,000-square feot addition to the
exccutive L. Brooks Patterson

commissionors auditorium — 3
would improve public nccess and | gave a glowing account of the
improve overal! conditions, he | local businesa climate.

said, But one of the highest rank-

L. Brooks Patterson
—Qakland County executive

land to competa with Silicon
Valley in California, Routo 128
in Boston and Rosearch Park
Triangle in North Carolina in
recruiting high tech compunies

downturns are inevitable, but
wo anticipate Onkland may be
able to manage that, too.”

AConnelly is a apokesperson for
300!‘ the Wall Strect companics
that evaluated Oakland Coun-
ty's economic condition last fall,
Sbo was mentioned spuc:i‘cnlly
by Patterson Thursday in his
n;\ tual “Stato of the County
.Z\ddrexs before a near capacity
‘e¥pwd at the Michigan State
University Mnnngumcnt Educa-
_tion Center in Troy.

\ieThe nddress — wn.h support-
'{\g pio charts, bar graphs and

illpstrative pictures — was n full
hour of superlatives about Oak-
land's business climate and gov-
qmmcnt structure.

,E:nrly in the 34-pnge address,
}hq exccutive cited a newspaper
.axticlo in which the Moody’s vice
-prcmdcnt was quoted as saying

“Everything about them (Oak-
,Ipqd County) is stellar, , ., they
4re not just better than most
i:t;unties, they are better than

i

JaWhen contacted about her
«comments, Connelly said the
newspaper account — and Pat-

Rosy outlook: County Exec-
utive L. Brooks Patterson
is enthusiastic-about eco-
nomic forecasts, but road
congestion remains a con-
cern.

terson's version — was basically
accurate.

But sho went farther.

Lending money for a project
backed by Oakland County
involvea virtually no risk, asid
Connelly. “Virtually” is impor-
tant, she said, because nothing
is “absolutely”® risk-free. But
Oakland County is very close,
she insisted.

“Qur AAA rating is long term,”
Connelly said, “and we antici-
pate that Oakland will not have
any serious problems for at leaat
three to five years.”

Patterson referred to the AAA
credit rating from Wall Strect
numerous times, particularly as

and the workers needed to oper-
ate them. }

B Oakland County Interna-
tional Airport. Corporate flights
moke what was once known-as
the Pontinc Airport the 30th

it reflected on the local bumncns
climate and his
He said the AAA rating enables
the county to borrow monoy —
through the salo of bands — at a
3.89 percent interest rate, well  most busy in the county, Patter-
beloy rates available to any son, and a hub for national and
other county in Michi, ional traffic. Since the

That rate is so favorable, Pat- DaimlerChrysler merger, Patter-
terson said, the county intends
to refinance 12 existing bonding
projects involving $60 millien,
lhereby saving an estimated $28
million in mtomat payments.

Patterson d he was
bragging, But he eaid the pride
is justified in light of factors
auch as;

R Per capita incame. “When
compared to more than 3,000
counties in America, only two
countics have a higher per capi-
ta income . . . New York County
and Nassau County,” Pattoraon
said, “better known as Manhat-
tan and Long Island.”

M Housing values. Homes in
Oakland are valued 50 percent
higher than the state average,
Patterson said, with the average
reaidential salo price in 1998

initiated four weekly flights
between Oakland and Stuttgart,
Germany, utilizing an air bus
that can accommodate 50 to 60

Throughout his address, Pat-
tarson credited county cmploy-
ces, individually and collectively,
for innovations within Rovern-
ment.

In the area of technology, for
example, the executive noted
Oakland County will be “Year
2000 compliant” by the ond of
April, He was referring to the
widely held concern that com-
puters will crash on Jan. 1
because they ean not register the
turn of the millennium,

It cost about $5 million, Pat-
terson said, but Onkland com-

son noted, the corporation has

ability to retain old t
attraet now business.™

Inipetus for the jail addition,

Patterson £nid, is tho ever pre-
sent threat of evercrowding —
which could triggor a fedoral
court order to rolease some
inmates. Any such court order®
would take decision-making
power out of local hands, said
the executive, leaving us only
with funding obligations.

“That. is not our atyle,” he said,

and the county will examine
arguments for expanding jail
capacity.

“Let me be very clear tonight

about these two projects,” Pat-
terson said. The county will not
proceed on vither project until
all the cheaper alternatives are
explored, ho said.

On the subject of roads, Pat-

terson was adamant, “Perhaps
nothing threatens Qakland
County’s Future economic viabil-
ity more,” he said. “It hangs over
us like an economic sword of
Damocles, waiting to sever our

ing Democrat in county gove
crnmont — County Commis-
sioner Erie Coleman of South-
field — said Patterson’s hours
long spoech did not address
somop important topics.

- *He didn't tolk about the
homeless,” Coleman satd. Nor
did the executive talk about
redeveloping some of the oldor
communities in the southern
portion of the county,

“l gonerally liked the
address,” said Coleman, chair
of the county board’s. Demo-
cratic Caucus, which'.ig com-
posed of soven commissioners,
There are 18 Republicans on
the 25-member board ol' com-
missionors.

Coleman said he concurs
that the county's booming
oconomy ia reasen for opti-
mism, *But I was hoping to
hear the oxeccutive's vmmn of
whore the county is going.”

When informcd of Colemnn's
anid he

and

As an example of how congest-

od and pot hole-riddled ronds
aifect local businesses, Patteison
cited tho caso of one company,

did-allude ln the homeless —
or at least housing — In one of
the final paragraphs. That
was when the exccutive noted
how the U.8. Departinent-of'
Housing and Urban Develop-

hemg $185 000, puters will be rendy for the new
o " - Control Power Reliance of Troy,

that moved because officials

ment (HUD) had awarded its
“Blue’ Ribbon Practices

y g

dee STORAGE USA ' ware frustrated about not being Award” to the OnkInnd Coun-
OTICE ‘l 'he Wlllows able to move trucks t of ty C Devel
™ Natico s hereby given that on March 23, 1099, LeRay Elfrank Auctioncers, . E;‘;’}Q;’;‘;l:n“‘” Fourteon Mile | pBivigion,

2 Exccutive Administrator for Storage USA, will bo offering for salo under the

W,
b Judicial Lien process, by public auction, the following storage units: Tho award is recognition by

HUD that Cakland is con-
cerned nbout low cost housing,
said Patterson. The county

Specializing in Memory Loss
Licensed Assisted Living Facnllty

“If we don’t take quick and
decisive action to reliove conges-

NAME ITEMS FOR SALE ) -
Southfield Oncology/Dr, Vaughn  Mine. Offico Furniture & tion and fix our roads,” Patter-

. Medical equipment . son said, “we could sec an exo- | roceived the award because it

Southficld Oncolomy/Dr. Vaugha  Minc. :eln;.f:d:‘:.nr:;tm & Bl « 15 Years of Experience * Famlly Style Meals dc.‘f:,;",l; business from Oakland rchabbed 247 HUD homes in a

Southfietd Oncology/Dr. Voughn  Misc. Medical equipment | B  Seven rolling, private acres  » 24 Hour Trained Personnel Thas could bo detrimental, the | 2ingle yoan complared with the

HMC Softwara Houschold gooda fl « Secured Environment « Respite and Adult Day Care i i i national average of 67.

Kristen T, Wiso Houschold goods ’ N e P 4 executive anid, because business As for not mentioning rede-
| cmemunmﬂl Houschold goods j ¢ Six Privale *C located uear major provides jobs and tax base, and | yolapment in the county's
I Georgo G . Houschold goods : shopping areas and freeways it underwrites the quality of life | gouthern communitics, Patter-
B ki D‘"’”“‘"“"""" Houschold gooda P . et 4 reaidents enjoy in Osakland | gon said increasced property

1 ’ﬂ;n terma ﬂréh‘illlilllr: w’l"}! be lcu):l:whﬂllgmgahu??[ N:ervlu Ihuu rlgg; to 40705 Thirteen Mile Rd » Novi County. value *benofits Ferndale as
| Al 5. The sale wi eld at the follawing location, 38876 .
Grand Tives Farmingion Hills, M 45336 and will begin ot 1:00 P:M. and (248) 374-2088 m‘“h'k',“ 1t doos Bloomifield
continuo until alt units are sold. PR — — Township.”
Publisl: February 18 and 25, 1099 . N .
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RESTAURANT
CITY.OF FARMINGTON HILLS Featuring Authenuc Thai Dishes
. 81563’?(1)‘EVEN MIL”gi}gs;glms  LUNCH SPECIALS FROM 114 PM
"ARMIN HILLS, - i) *» CARRY OUT & CATERING AVAILABLE
@49) 474-0116 Romancing Cockus Now Avatsie .
ADVERTISEMENT the Reservotions (248) 626-6313

Stones * 6638 Orchard Lake Rd, ac Maple » Old Orchard Shapping Ctz,
HOURS: Mon.Thue. 11 AM-10 PM, Fri, & Sat. 11 AM-11 PM, Sun. 12-9 PM

VALENTINE'S DAY:
“The most mmaml:

Tha City of Farmington Hilla Purchasing Division will solicit scaled bids
during tho next forty-five (45) days for the following products and/or.
servicea:
19089 Sidowalk Replacament Program
Audio Intelligence Equipment
Sp-::lr ications mny hc obtained by mnuxeung the Central Services
ust b with the bid

o

1er

you love with &

aunlfol -

engagement ting
or exqulshic

-pcdﬁeaunm

The City of Farmington Hilla rescrves the right to accept or reject any or alt
bids, cither in part or in whole, to waive any formalities and to accept the
bid which It believe to ba in the best intereat of tho City.

Kathryn A. Dornan.
. City Clerk
Publish: Februsry 23, 1999 o
Redford Jewelry
—— Fins Sowelry ¢ Diamonds ¢ Kxpert Repair

25950 W, Six Mlle » Rodford Township .
(2 BLOCKS WEST OF BEECH DAL -

(313) 592-8118
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with quallty care
* The most recent advances In dentistry

treatment Have you been dreaming of escaping the
p:cssurcs of everyday lIfe? Well no\;\; you

..and right In’your own back yar!

i  Hemper ot NO MONEY DOWN

' DA iAmerinDenal Associton) FINANCING AVAILABLE
MDA {Michigan Dental Assoclation)
AGD (Acadcnyof Genera Denciss) PRE-SEASON SALE
ey, 20" |

WE ARE COMMITTED T0 QUALITY T Are YOU A Candidate 0 0 Off '
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES For Esthetlc Dentlstry?
We Desion ano BuLo Doyl yout et were Mot aracive? Yes Callus for a FREE. ESTIMATEI

Yes We Sell. We Supervise, We finance,

Yes DEAL DIRECY...NO COMMISSIONS! }
you have a gap your Yes

* Are &ty of your teeth chipped, broken of rough? Yes

1 you answered YES to any of the above questions and would Dke & discover how cosmetic

Aopmons *KiTCHENS BATHS ANDMORE‘

ReMODELING 1N QaKLAND Co.
Sikce 196!

INCE ey iy il sy carct k. pese o oo

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION Terrl L. Todaro, D.D.S. - 7:: #l |L !
855-3880 Cynthia M. Todaro, DD.S,  ~gl—4E gl_é L
6130 Duwmaone * West Buoownizn 31395 Seven Mile Road, Ste. B, Livonla - §—2t25—3 H
aarguas m(m) 471,7905 e __%




