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ombers ol'tho Grumpies ara taking
Lhcir nicely grumpy ways into new are-
In case you don't remember, the Grumpics

dire a group of inveterato letter o tha editer
\yntens who believe that taking pen in hand on
durrent issues will make the world better for
future generations, They are shepherded by
Tony Brehler, a soft-spoken but tenacious
ieurcd office manager and World War IT voter-
nn from Livenis.

} When I first met them in January of 1994,
ey were a small band of moatly retired men
who got togethor monthly at the old Bob Evans

tentnurunt in Southfield. Around & couplo of
tables, they noted whoso letters had appeared

~ {n various newspapers and engaged in a lively
discussion on {ssues of the day, -

Three years ago, [ encountered them at a dif-
ferent meeting place - tho Bloomfield Township
. $ibrary. They had added a woman, Patti
Alspach of Farmington Hills, and a couple of
younger men, but were recling from the dcnthn
4f two of the original Grumpies,

! They found new life, I diacovered on visiting
€hnm earlicr this month at their newest mect-
mg place - the Carl Sandburg Branch of the

" Livonia Public Library. It seemed appropriate.

t was Sandburg who wrote: “I am tho people —
the mob — the crowd — the mass. Do you know
shat all the great work of the world is done
ﬁhrough me?”

i Although the meeting was called for 9: 30
é m., they began gathering a half hour earlier.
Brehler prepared for the session by placing on
he table a plaster statue of Walt Disney's

ipiest dwarf and an American flag.
The Grumpies now number 18 - Roy Tre-

The Grumples branch out

II The Gmmples now number 19 ~
Roy Trevisan of Farmington jolned In
December, Steve Sutton, also of
FarmIngton, In February, That num-
ber also Includes three assoclate
members who can't regularly attend
meetings.

Vagnozzi of Fnrminztun Hills,

This day was no exception, Jilt S!rc:t from
tho Livenis Public Schools wants to bring the
Grumpies into classrooms to teach Jetter- and
persuasive-writing skills. “I think they (stu-
dents) would be very intrigued with you,” Streit
tetls them.

It seems n perfect outgrowth of both their
concerns for future generations and their lucid,
succinct prose. Who better to teach young peo-
ple than those who actively pursue a better
world? Who better to teach young people than
those who collectively had 252 letters published
in Detroit-nrea newspapers during 19987

The Grumpies stalk theletters to the editor
pages for their own and others' well-reasoned

risan of F joined in D ber, Steve
;utwn also of Farmmgton in Fcbrunry. ’I‘hnt
also includes three

who can't regularly attend meetings.

! They have further diversified — with five
femnlcs including an 11-year-old, Carrie Dubin
of Farmington Hills, who attends meetings dur-
mg school vacations with her dad, Ray Dubin,
gmong tho letter-writing crow,

¢ And all but two Grurapies are online. (Yes,

: ;wo are identificd by the Grumpy moniker in '

their ¢-mail addresses: grrrrumpy is Tom
Hunter of Bloomfield Township'a screen name;
grumpyneil is Nejl Goodbred's of Livonia.)
--Deapite their increasing size, it's'casier than
pver to put names and faces together. That's

That’s how newest member Sutton
was'recruited, *It was Hank (Borgman) who
spotted a lotter written by Steve,” Brehler says.
“He euggeswd thnt Steve could make a great
Grumpy.”

“I've been Inokmg fora lgmup like this for
years,” Sutton told me part way through his
first meeting. “I like it that not everyone agrees
with all my views. Yous don’t grow with that.”

‘The Grumpies are pretty full, since they’re |
limited by.the number of people their meeting’
room holds, But, if you regularly write letters to
the cditor and enjoy hot discussion on current
issues, gwe Bmhlur a call'bt (248) 477-3816.

fhanks to Hank B from Farmi
who supplements the list of names and nddmss
¢s with computer-printed color photos of ench
tnember thanks to his state-of-the-art digital
¢amera.

Almost every month, the Grumples host spe-
ial guests including various state representa-
ives, newspaper editors, and suburban mayors

le ecenarios: He'll put you
on thc waiting list or suggest a spin-off —
Grumpies I1.

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloomfield resi-
dent, isa Iarr-wr managing editor of the Obscru-
er & Eccentric N You can o
on this column by calling (734) 953-204 7, Ext.
1997, in a letter, or fax (248} 477-9722 to the

uch o8 Jack Kirksey of Livonia and Aldo

cditor of this newspaper.

"’ Tho notion

hy the Regional Laboratory for Educational
of the Noctheast in 1988, was

to lxbcmm good tenchers and froe them from.

the ngld dogma of school boards and educa- .

tioniats, There would be insiovations in cur-

*.riculum, more parcntal choice, improved .’

lenrmn,: for mnhvnted s(udenu! Rah, rah,

Tvso scholurly repom on Public School
d by the Legisl
tdl us thot PSAs, or “charter schools,”
fallen short, for the most part. Again, 1
remind you that not all charter schoals are
bad; ghout one-fourth have better MEAP test
scoren than the traditional public schools in”
- the surrounding community.

But failures excced successes. Engler wos
cheered twice in his State of the State -
address when he agreed with President Clin-
ton that “oll states and school districts musat
turn around their worst performing schools —
or shut thom down.” An honest governor
would start shumng duwn many of the 137

ly run, P
rormmg, low-paying charter schools. -

Public Scctor Consultants Inc. (PSC) of
Lansing and Western Michigan University
reported back Feb. 18 on the first four years
of the charter experiment. PSC’s report made
a lot of excuses for the poor performance —
they had to struggle to survive — but the pat-
terns showed through in both reports:

X Test scores — “The percentage of stu-
dents seoring ‘satisfactory’ at charter schools
is lower than at o majority of Jocal tradition-
al public schools,” said PSC. It could have
bought this newspaper and saved the state
$149,999.60. . .

When public schools had declining test
scures, their enamics shouted this over the |
airwaves. But when charter schools (as a
" group) flop; their alibi is that they are just
too new find samohow attracted the bottom of
‘ the public schools’ academic barrel.

[ ] Pnroutn! involvement - “Parents hud

EN T ~less infl h

have

ive,

‘Benefits haven’t appeared

“there are limited innovations being devel- N
oped and applied in the PSAs,” said WMU. P
Many charter schools hire business manage-: ,
ment firms and revert to “canned curricw- 'y
lums,”

M Dropouts — “On the whole, the PSAs
_hind higher dropout rates than did their host
ommunitics.” In short, PSAs dumped the
problems back into the traditions] public
schools,

8 Personnel management - WMU
found nepotism in emp of :
relatives” and “bigh vates of attrition umung .
teachers, students and even principals,” aaul
WMU.

A Organization — Inshead of motivated "-:

hers and 3 starting ‘
charter schools, the bnggest group of apphi- | "
canta came from the ranks of private schoo]s, )
* with only a “handful” from public schools.

8 Church and state ~ Charter schools
are supposed to be like public schools, with *
no “cstablished” religion. Yet PSC noted that -
ministers often were among organizers, and ||
‘WMU quoted students as saying “this is a
Chiristinn school,” though leaders denicd nny
proselytizing. Many of us still suspect char- o
ter schools are a subterfuge for fundamental-,
ist parochianid. :

0 Minorities - “Thus there is support for |
thoso who argue that the charter schools are’, -,
skimming nnd increasing segregation ...
there is n clear trend toward fewer and fewer”
minorities in the PSAs,” WMU said. 3

# Finances — Charter schools moan than ™

they don't have capital and startup costs. Yet.

they get the snme $5,600 per pupil as do

pubtic schools, but they often don’t offer »

expensive high school courses, school lunch- N

es, transportation, special education, B
bling them to turn a $1,000-per-pupil

AT 0

2 over
tion with the home was perceived to decline
in the upper grades,” said WMU. So much for
the blg fib of "parental ¢ choice.,”

- Michigan got ch
Imtcnd nl‘ gcttmg charter schools that spe-

d

. chools in the uppct grades, and commumr.:x- '

profit.

Engler should keep his promise and shut .,
down the bad ones.

Tim Richard reports on the local implica- *
tions of state and regional events. His voice
mail number is (734) 953-2047, Ext. 1881.

cinlize in science or the p‘erfnrrmng arts,
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NOW THERE’S A FINANCIAL PAGE
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provides you with a snapshat of your financial
situation, but can tell you how prepared
you are to meet your long-term goals.

Huntington Financial Page. And ivsonly

WHERE EVERY STORY IS ABOUT YOU.

MY I NG o,y Y ) R A N o e s S e .

Introducing the Huntington Financial Page d ori g for the
Huntington Financial Page can hcl X
Imagine a financial page that talks only AH gl. B & Ref P ive
about your finances. One that not only will get you mn ed. Then, they ll ke you .

Well, there is such a page. It's the

jlable from The H

your own personal goals.

Investment & Retirement Planning

purchase of a new home, saving for a college

ereisl YO e

Company. With it, you get a Personalized
Financial Analysis, and suggestions on ways
to plan for the years ahead, all based on
your own personal financial history, and

Before

future,

Whether you're planning for the,

1]

Huntington

www.huntington.com

through your detailed Persanalized Financial
Analysis which will help you identify your
opportunities and your shortfalls, And, as
your needs or goals change, your Investment
Representative will be there to help you
analyze, monitor and update your plan.

Planning cary can bentfit you in the

Page and Personalized Financial Analysis
are available to you at no cost. So start

reading about yoursell on the financial )
page. Stop by any Huntington office or
call, tollfree, 1-877-480-7384,

You Invest, We'll Invest In You

And now, the Huntington Financial

[+ Not FDIC Insured + May Losa Vatus + No Bank Guarantee |

Avesdment and 7vtrement planning pro0ucts tnd services by Gwrd Dy The Banbngton Evestment Compaty, 8 sbiidary ot the Hunigion atona Bank
IvecIsPRML .




