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Thriller: David Ellenstein and Denise Michelle Young in
lelengow Brook Theatre's production of “Scotland

oad.

‘Scotland Road’ Sinks
with its cleverness

“Sceotland Road,” Tuesday-

Su!urdnfv ihmugh Sundﬁz
Meadow Brook Theatre,

Wilson Hall, Ockland University

ca;npuz. Rochester Hills; (248)

By FRANK PROVENZANO

STAFP WAITER
tpmvenlmoﬂoe.homecomm.nat

From now on, any future dis-
cussions about tho Titanic as a
source of inspiration for a book,
movie or play should be referred
to “Séotland Road”

If ever = tale put to rest the
notion that the sinking of the
unsinkeble ocenn liner was a
umeleu story, “Scotland Road" is

In tho end, tho plny ginks from
an all-too-clever premise and the
blonted promise of suspense.
{*Scotland Rond,” by the way, is a
referonce to the' hallway passage
taken by third-class passengers
to the top deck on the doomed
ship.)

Despite some fine momeénts of
acting, the cast and Meadow
Brook director Geoflvey Sherman
do not pull off the difficult task
of delving into the popular
mythology of the Titanic.

. -1nstead,-audiences_nrg.pres. .

sented with a neat plot idea that
author Jeffrey Hatcher stretched
into o one-act play, set in the pre-
sent.

The premise of “Scotland
Road" {s torn from tha tabloids. A
woman, who is found floating in
the Atlantic, claims to be a sur-
vivor of the Titanic. Discard rea-
son and the obvious absurdity. At
least that's the course of the sup-

posed grandson of a victim of the
'l‘ntnmc, the tycoon John Jacab

tor,

In a sterile gos station turned
private sanitarium along the
coast of Maine, Astor has con-
fined the lost woman in order to
discover whether she is telling
the truth. A grueling interroga-
tion conducted by Astor and an

accommedating psychologist is
intended to reveal the woman's
true identity and motivation.

Along the way, Astor ia slowly
convinced that maybe. the
woman is who she says she is.
The twist is that Astor isn't who
he says he ia.

The success of this k.md of dra-

‘The Sound of Music’ Wlll stir souls

Plymouth Theatre Guild pre-
sents Rodgers and Hammer-
stein’s “The Sound of Music® 8
pm. ﬂ-lday-Saturday, Feb. 26-27,
March 5-6; and 6 p.m. SLnday,
Feb. 28 at the Water Tower The-
atre on the grounds of the

' Northville Paychiatric Hospital

(south of Seven Mile Rood, west
of 1-276) in Northuille. Call (248)
349-7110 for ticket information.

BY SUE SUCOYTA
SPECIAL WRITER

From the beautiful opening

prelude of nuns from the
Nunnburg Abbey to the cnding
crescendo of “Climb Ev'ry Moun-
tain,” the music in the Plymouth
Thentro Guild’s production of
“The Sound of Music™ will stir
your soul and warm your heart.
Even if you think you've seen
“Tho Sound of Music™ too many
times, the strong cast and Lisa
Andres’ clever and skillful direc-
tion, infuse the delightfvl show
with new energy, and give PTG
ita season's must sce production,

Set in Austria in 1938, “The
Sound of Music” is the story of
Marin, a young novitinte who is
scnt to be a governess for Cap-
tain von Trapp’s scven children.

She uses music to unlock their
hearts and changes all of their
lives forever.

Jonni Clark of Royal Onk os
Maria, sang beautifully and was
full of vibrant encrgy. Both the
impetuosity and warmth ghe
invested In Marin, as well as her
chemistry with the youngsters in
the cast, created a henrtwarming
character. No evon a lighting
snofu, which left her in the dark
for the balanca of I Have Confi-

‘ donee,” caused her to miss a

note.

The von Trapp children are a
talented troupe from their imp-
iah antics in *The Lonely
Goatherd” to the hauntingly
beautiful tones of the title song.
Each child developed thoeir dis-
tinct personnhty trmu, from
Caitlin D isitiva

Brooke's scencs with Jeremy
Horgis as Rolf, the enamored
telegram delivery boy, delivered
a touch of innocenco and magic.
From Licscl's luughing entrance
while perched on the handlebars
of Rolf's bike, to the shy, yet flir-
tatious chemistry of the romanti-
eally choreographed and inno-
cently sung, “Sixteen Going on
Seventeen,” there is young love
in the air.

Nathan Kaufman as Captain
von Trapp sang well, and cap-
tured the Captain'e military
reserve without sacrificing his
warm affection for his children,
and Maria, His voice, however,
faded out ot times, and some of
his lines were lost to the house.

Tani Mough as Baroness
Schrader, cnpturnd the upper-
Clﬂal mannerisms and vocal

Brigitta to Brooke Andreu blos-
soming Liescl. Donovan is a resi-
dent of Farmington Hills, and
Andres of Livonia.

The other cast members
include Jeff Ott as Friedrich,
Emily Tar as Louisa, Paul
Luoms of Farmington Hills as
Kurt, Sarah Wiorcioch as Marta,
and Molly Dorovan as Gretl.

of her ct She's
also voenlly talented, Mough
incked, however, the elegant vis-
age and couture one associutes
with a wealthy and sophisticated
baroness of the 1930s, with her
evening gown being the single
exccption.
Joe Donovan appeared as the
clever and scheming Max
Detweiler. Jeanette Sowman as

the Mother Abbess thrifled the
house with her goaring rendition
of *“Climb Ev'ry Mountaia.”
Corinne Fine made the most of
the comic relief sho provided on
Frau Schmidt.

The sct, an engincering mwc]
of versatility, was dominated by
the majestic backdrop of the
Austrian Alps. Scene changes
were swift and seamless with
the startlingly cffective use of o
huge, rapidly unfurled Nazi ban-
ner a5 the scenv segued from the
Villa von Trapp to the nt.nge ul‘
the Salzburg Festival,

The von Trapp family cos-
tumes, especially thoae of the
children, were exquisite, reach-
ing the opitome of elegance dor-
ing the wedding sceno, during
which Maria carried lilies. The
tuxedo clad men among the
perty guests though were ill-
maotched by some of the
Polyester-xnrbed Iadics whaoie
evening gowns scemod an
afterthought.

Ursula, a von Trapp aervnnt
would not have been so poorly
dressed while serving elegant
party guesta.

Rivera mural is proud symbol of Detroit -

mutlc slclght -h 'y
+h i

When you visual-

can empnthlzo with the play's
characto:

But miually, the play faila to
draw any deep emotional connee-
tion to the nudicnce, The story is
told through vignettes, flashes of
the interrogation and audio
interludes of rushing water as
the emotionally cool woman sits
in an authentic early century
déck chair.

Fortunately, Astor played by
David Ellenstein begins lo thaw
as he reveals his need to d

PASS qaren, what icons
. B come to mind?

The Renais-
sarce Center?
The Motown

Museum? The
Spirit of Detroit
‘ sculpture?
 Maybe you pic-
» ture something
< that's either

ANN
DELIS! * dpad or dying -

:like Thu Hud-

how-his nupposcd great-grandfa-
ther died.

Ellenatein hits the mark as he
becomes more vulnerable, and
the audience learns of his char-
acter’s bizarre obaession with the
Titanic tale.

discovered on on iceborg, played
by Denise Michelle Young, slowly
thaws and offers the most chill-
ing and convincing accounts of
the lnst momenta afloat the
Titanic,

It's a tale of heroism, cow-
ardice and {njustice.

Of course, it's a story of which
audiences have shown an insa-
tiable appetite.

The strongest moments in
“Scotland Rond” are the insight-
ful examinationa of how the
Titanic story has been clinically
dissected by the masa media.

But ultimately, the play’s
unsatisfying climax renders any
insight as a mere afterthought.
“Scotland Road” never sees the
jceberg ahead.

JIronically, the woman who was .

son’s or Tiger Stadi

Tve seen such monumenu as the
Joe Louis fist and forcarm sculp-
ture or (yikes) the big tire along
1.94 used as & snnpghot when

ize the Dotroit .

and Diego Rivera, ane of the
greatest muralists of the twenti-

eth century.
It was Edsel who cnmmls-
sioned the sial Rivera

tnkes you on location to the
Detroit Institute of Arts to cele-
brate Rivera's achievement, and
visits Mendow Brook Theatre for

to create the murals for the walls
of the prestigious art museum,
over the objections of his father.
Given the turbulence of the
Great Depression and the union
movement of the 1930s, the
murals depicted autoworkers
struggling for dignity in an
industrial environment. Imagine
the hvely discussions they trig-
gered in the boardrooms and
around the Ford family dinner
table. Ultimately, Edsol's gift is
a shining example of how the
Ford Motor Co. bullt its legncy of
to the

our city is in the Bpot-
light. T

If asked to choose n single
image that captures the story of
the Datroit area-in-a -beautiful
and moving way, I'd pick Diego
Rivera's *Detroit Industry”
murals at the Detroit Instituto of
Arts. That's why I'm cagerly
awaiting the world premiere of &
new Meadaw Brook Theatre pro-
duction running March 10
through April 4, and a special
March 21 benefit performance in
support of Detroit Public Televi-
sion’s Backstage Puss series.

A Gift of Glory: Edsel Ford and
the Dicgo Rivera Murals at the
Detroit Inatitute of Arts, a
drama from the thoatre’s play-
wright-in-residence  Karim
Alrawi, is based on_ the true life
relationship between Edsel Ford,
son of auto baron Henry Ford,

March Family
.Fun Month
March 6&7, 13&14,
20&21, 27&28

1929-1999

CHANGE

Every weekend in March, you and your family can
“Swing Into Spring” with activities and fetivitics
like scavengee hunes.
Storycelling. Clansic carwons. Radio shows. Hisroric
exhibits aod divplays. Here yowl] find the joy of
speing comes u listle early: For & schedule of events of
for more information plesse call 1.313.271.1620.
DLARBORN, ML, Open Daily 9am. to 3 pm.

L www gy
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Murical peeformances.

arts.

a bebind-th look at the
production.

I hope you'll join me, Karim
Alrawi, and the cast of A Gift of
Glory for the bunefit perfor-
mance at Oakland University's
Wilson Hall on March 21,

Ticket i ion is availabl

is o rare combination,” he suys.

The local visit by the 24-year-
old Siberian violinist was a high-'
light of this year's classical offer~
ings, aa you'll discover by secing
him perform in a Backstage Puss
rebroadenst Friday, Feb., 28, at
midnight.

Speaking of highlights, how
about the exciting announce-
ment that The Three Tenors wilt

by calling 248-377-3300.

Still smitten by the Valentine's
Day performance by Maxim
Vengerov in Ann Arbor is
Madonna University’s Dave
Wngner, who also serves as
Backstage Pass clagsical music
host.

Vengernv not enly has grcut

but nlso the

In an cdition which p
on Channel 56 at 7:30 p n1., Sun--
day, February 28, Backstage Pass’
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hip o o WItH It and o Wonder-
ful, charming personality, which

at the soon to be obso-
lete Tiger Stadium this summer?
Staging such a high-profile event
surely will beost the arca's repu-
tation as a center for the per-
forming arts, It's also another
reminder that such things as o
sports stadium, a record compa-
ny, a retail store, and & home-
town brewery can go the way of
the Edscl motor car. but the arts,

A l\lmﬂ!d endure.

YOUNG & OLD, EVERYONE'S IN LOVE WITH.

GEM ‘I'HEA‘I’RE '

313-963-9800

| LVE You,
VOURE PERFECT,
NOW CHANGE

| SAVE UP TO 70%
# ON SOFTWARE, HARDWARE
AND ACCESSORIES

BUY.SELL-] TBADE

FRIDAY IS SET-UP DAY
Not alt Dealors Participato

FREE
SEMINARS

“Introduction
to the Intemet”
 bYCANEN INTEROET SERVICES,

OVER 150
- TABLES -

ADMISSIDN GLY
$2.00 PCA CARLDAD!
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RADE CENTER, INC‘ .

" ANTIQUE AND

|| COLLECTIBLE SHOW
|| FEBRUARY 26-27-28

VlSTl' Us

JAYLOR LOR

FRI12:9°

YESTERDAY'S TREASURES,
ANTIQUES, SELECT
COLLECTIBLES, NCSTALGIA
AND VINTAGE ITEMS

SAT 10:9.- SUN 106 °

OLD & RARE BOOKS, VICTORIAN
PERIOD FURNITURE, PATTERN GLASS,
BOOKS, TOYS PORCELAIN, MOVIE
ITEMS, CHINA, POTTERY, PRIMITIVES
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!

FRIDAY IS SET-UP DAY,
ALL DEALERS PARTICIPATE

I-75 & EUREKA RD
(EXIT 36) TAYLOR
734-287-2000



