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District demotes bus driver for rest of school year:

EBZATY POOTO BT BILL BIDAXR

Not occupled: When Farmington Public Schools bus drivers finish their routes, they
are required to walk to the back of the bus, make sure no child remains on board,
and then turn around the “Empty” sign on the emergency door.

WL schools plan for expansion
despite decline in enrollment
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The Walled Lake School Dia-
trict has lost a few students
since tho beginning of the school
year, according to an unofficial
headcount conducted Feb, 10,

But that hasn't slowed down
proparations for o population
explosion at tho secondary lovel
anticipated in tho next four to
{ive yenrs,

“I know that it's not unusual
“to lose students in the middle of
the year and then pick them up
again tho next year,” said Lois
Lange, district spokeswoman.

Lnn_uu . and MLchnol

] deputy sup
dent of schools, said the district
is in-line with growth projections

+ whichaverage 600 studenta"

annually.

Walled Lake schools includes
the northwest corner of Farm-
ington Hills.

“For the most part, our envoll-
ment projections are pretty accu-
rate,” Beauchamp said.

However, B h. said,

The facilitics
committee is

school officials expect enrollment
to drop off to an average overall
growth of 400 and then 300 in
the next few years.

“That pattern (average 500
students) should hold next year
and then start to slow some-
what,” Beauchamp said.

Despite the anticipated drop in
enrollment, Beauchamp said,
officials are proparing for the
high levels of enrollment at the
clementary level wmoving
through the secondary level
beginning in four to five years.

The district opened two now
middle schools this year to

date that ici d
growth and has been putting
additions on the two high

chools as well.

. “The middle schools are going

to be filled to ity,” Lange
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Sandy Motz,
executive
divector of
business services, sald because
of the way the count is conduct-
ed the district has to project its
revenucs for the 1998-2000
school year without knowing
wl:lnt will be forthcoming in state
aid.
“It's a six-month lag behind,”
Matz mti._"l‘hl,\t'l why we've

soid. “But the high schools are
goingto require additional clnss-
room space.”

Beauchamp, co-chairman of
the facilities committec, said the
group. is atudying ways to
address growth as well

However, Motz said of student

. count projections, “We're pretty

accurate.” “
Compared to atudent ofiroll-
ment in February 1998, the stu-
dent population has increased by
i ly 416 d

us looking at the options for
kindergartners and lower ele-
mentary pupils. .Currently,
kindergartners at Oakley Park
and Glengary attend classes at
an off-site facility to accommo-
date growth in those achools.

ry 8¢ 1were not availabl

high schoola dropped by 80 stu.
dents since the last count in
September 1998.

“That in historical,”
Beauchamp sald. "If you wers to
fook back in the years, you'd find
that pattern is there,”

He said the decline can be
attributed to transfers to the dis-
trict’s alternative high achool,
which has experienced an
increoase of five students aince
September 1998, Other reasona
include atudents leaving school
to go to work or because of fami-
ly difficulties,

=At 18, studenta no longer are
requirnd to be in achool,”

The district experienced slight
i ot the el v and
middle schoo) lovels since the
beginning of the achool yoar, up
a total of 66 students, according
to the unofficial headcount. But
enrollment at the diatrict's two

said, but ndded that
who leave §
return later.

The decline can also be due to
families moving out of the dis-
trict, he said.

dent;

CAMPUS PIPELINE

LOYOLA DEAN'S

Maureen Moloney of Farm-
ington Hills was recently named
to the Dean’s List at Loyola Uni-
versity in Chicago, She is a 1995
gradunte of Mercy High School.
She will graduate in May and
has recently been inducted into
the National Political Science
Honor Society and the National
French Honor Society.

'S

Michael Moreland of Farm-
ington waa named to the Dean's
List at Southern Illinois Univer
aity following the fall semester.

SENATE

Formington Hille residents
Anjali Thakur and Kathloen
Surowlec have been clected to
the Student Senato at Albion

College. Thakur is a senior
majoring in political science and
spoech communication and
Surowiec is a junior mujoring in
political scionce.
BRANDEIS DEAN'S

Alissn Waller of Farmington
Hills was named to tho Dean’s
List for the fail 1998 semester at
Brandeis University in
Whaltham, Mass. She is the
daughter of Fredoric and Enid
Waller.
ASSOCIATE QRAD

Diane Pachan and Christl.
na Pravis of F i Hilla

ton/Farmington Hills residonts
enrned degrees from Eastern
Michigan University following
the fall semester:

Schockrane Altman, David
Barlage, Norman Clinske,
Tonya Collins, Navara Dun-
neback, Brian Gonterman,
Christopher Hope, Melizsa
Latras, Julie McGrath, Ellon
Moran, Emily Raymond,
Renee Richardson, Amy Wag-
nor, Penny White, Sarah
Biehl, Jennie Castro, Steven

iod Judith Nach
Andrew Bmlller and Jennifer

both carned associnte degroes
from Washtenaw Community
Callege.

EASTERN GRADS .
The following Farming-

DEAN'S LIST

Joseph Barney of Farming-
ton Hills was namod to the
Dean’s Liat for' the fall term at
Johnaon & Walés University.

By Tiu ST
BYAPY WRITER .
tamithOoe.hotnecomm.net

A vetoran Farmington Publie
8ehools’ bus driver was domoted
for tho rest of the 1998-89 achool
year, stemming (rom o Fob. 4
incidont where she went homo
for & brenk even though a G-
year-old girl remained on the
hus,

Lorry Lobert, the district's

tive di of 1

Tuesday said the 24-year veter-
an won't drive a bus again until
the 1999-2000 school year.

For the remainder of this
school year, effective Wednes-
day, she will work as a bus aide,
earning about $10.60 per hour
instead of the $17 hourly wage
carned by bus drivers. A bus
aide completes a variety of tasks
on board, helping maintain order
to assist tho driver in safely

reaching destinationa.

Lobert emphasized that tho
domoted driver “felt extremely
badly about the incident,” and
accepted the district’s decision
without any problem. The
employeo's past recerd helped
her escape a worse fate.

“This in very much dono in
light of the exemplory perfor-
mance of this empl » Lobert

On Thursday, Feb. 4, after
that morning’s finni stop (High-
meadow Common Campus), the
driver did not follow proper pro-
cedure, Lobert said. "

She yelled from her sodt gak-
ing whether anybody remained
on the bus, did not-feti.a
responso, and procoeded to bier
homs for a break before her next

said.

Asked about whether that
track record enabled the employ-
eo to keop from being fired,
Lobert said termination for such

Apparently, the Highmeadow
first-grader was not payisdg
attention and did not hear’the
driver ask if anybody waa atilf on
the blil, school officials

on incident "absolutely could
have happened.” .

The driver had been suspend-
ed earller this month for violat-
ing the district’s policy, requir-
ing bus drivers to walk from the
front of the bua to the back at
the ead of o run, making sure
nobody is still on board.

After the bua driver madg it
home, the gir] got off the bus dnd
went to a neighbor's to call her
mother. The girl was not harmed
and safely made it to school later
that day.
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