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OUTDOOR CALENDAR

R T A
SHOWS’

OQUTDOORAMA

Outdoorama ‘99 Sport and Trav-
¢l Show will be held Feb, 26-
March 7 at the Novi Expo Cen-
ter, (800) 777-6720. The show
includes nearly 460 exhibits fea-
turing the latest in fishing, hunt-
ing and camping equipment;
recreational vehicles; boats; con-
servation clubs; and travel and
outfitting destinations through-
out North America, There will

. March 4-5; 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 27 and March 6;

Taurist Center on Route 3 in
Windsor. Call Liz Alllm,hum at
(313) 581-7679 for i

Saturday ot Indian Springs.
IN SEARCH OF
A

SEASON/DATES

BOBCAT

Bobeat season runs through
March 1 in the Upper Peninsula
and in Alcona, Alpena, Antrim,
Charlevaix, Cheboygan, Emmet,
Montmorency, Oscodsn, Otsego,
and Presgue Islo countics in the
northern Lower Peninsula,

also bo a reptilo and amphibian  ¢crow
* display, live animals, a trout The late crow season runs
fishing pond, musical and vari- through March 31 in the Lower
ety acts, an archery range, hunt-  Peninsula.
ing and fishing seminars, and COYOTE
g';sh moro. Show hours are 4- Coyoto season runs through
p.m, Friday, Feb. 26, Mon- Avril 15 statewid
oy and Tuesday, March 1-2, P statewide.
and Thursday and Friday, FREE FISHING

Michigan’s annusl Freo Fishing
Weekend will be June 12-13.

10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday, Feb. FOX
28; noon to 8:30 p.m. Wednes- Gray and red fox senson runs
day, March 3; and 10 a.m. to 8 through March 1 statewido.
p m. Sundny, March 7. Admis- SPEARING
sion is $6.60 aduit, $3 for chil- Feb. 28 ia the Jast day of perch
dren nges 6-12 and children & spearing on Lake St. Clair,
and under will be admitted frec. /HARE ) '
SPORTFISHING EXPO RABEIT,

HIl Rabbit/hare season run through
‘Tho 10th annual Greater Detrolt  March 31 statewide.
Sportfishing and Travel Expo RGE
will be held Thursday through ~ STURGEON

Sunday, March 4-7, at the
Palace of Auburn Hills. The
show will featuro 45 4

Sturgeon spearing season runs
through Feb. 28,

scminars including a apecml
appenrance by national walleye
angling champion Ted Takasaki
at 6 p.m. Friday, March 5. There
will be more than 300 exhibitors
including retailers, factory
exhibits, outfitters, guides, char-
ter boat cnpmina and more.
Show hours are 4-9:30 p.m.
Thursday and Friday; 10 a.m. to
9:30 p.m. Saturday; and 10 a.n.
to 6 p.m. Sunday. Admission is
$7.60 for adults, $3.50 for chil-
dren agea 6-12, and children &
and under will be admitted free,
‘Coupons for $1 ofl admission are
available at all Dunham’s stores.

METROPARKS

METROPARK REQUIREMENTS
Most Metropark programs are
freo while some require o nomi-
na! fee, Advanced registration
and a motar vehicle permit are
required for all programa. Call
the respective parks toll freo ot
the following numbers: Stony
Creek, (800) 477-7756; Indian
Springs, (800) 477-3192; Kena-
ington, (800) 477-3178.
MAPLE'S SWEET STORTY
Visit the sugarbush and aee how
maple trees ave tapped and the
sap collected, then stop by the

——————— sugl}r ;:nl:l:l tlmd wutc? a8 the

y sap is boil nto maple syrup
Acl"v'TIEs during this progrum.p noon to 3
ICE HIKE p.m. weekends through the end
Join members of the Southeast of March at Kensington.
Michigan Group, Sicrra Clubon  BLUEBIRD BOX

the 8th annual ice hike to Cana-  Learn to make a bluebird box

duo, which begins at 9:30 a.m.
Snlnrdny. Feb. 27, at Pte. Pelee.
Interested parti should

and pick up some tipa on how to
encourage nesting during this

meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Ontario

which begins at 1 p.m.

Pprogi

list-led walk to exploro
places insects and animala spead
tho cold winter months begins at
1:30 p.m. Saturday at Kensing-
ton. .

DEAD AS A DODO

The extinction of birds and other
animala will be the focus of thia
one-hour leng program of slidea
and discussion, which begins at
2 p.m. Sunday at Kensington.
FULL PROON WALK

Learn some moon facts and lore
during this noturaliat-led hike
under the light of the full moon,
which begins at 7:30 p.m. Tues-
dany, March 2, at Kensington.
2899 PERMITS

The 1889 Huron-Clinton

‘Metroparks annual vebicle entry

permits and boat launching per-
mits are on sale at all Metropark
offices. Vehicle entry permits are
$16 ($8 for senior citizens). The
annual boat launching perm its
are $18 ($9 for senior citizens).
Cnil (800) 47-PARKS. -

COUNTY PARKS

COUNTY PARK RlQUtREMENI’S

- Advanced registration is

required for ail naturo programs
at Oakland County Parks, Call
(810) 626-8473 to register ar for
more information.

MAPLE MAGIC

Learn how maple syrup is made
during this hike/slide presenta-
tion, which begins at 10 a.m. and
again at 1:30 p.m. Saturday,
March 8, at Independence Onks.

STATE PARKS

STATE PARK REQUIREMENTS

A state park motor vehicle per-
mit ia required for entry into all
state parks and state recreation
areas. For registration and addi-
tional information on programs
at Maybury, call (810) 349-8390.
For programs at Bald Mountain,

“eall (810) 693-6767. For pro-

grams at Proud Lake and High-

lnnd call (810) 685-2433. For
rograms at Island Lake, call

(BlO] 229-7087.

'WINGING IT IN WINTER

A two-hour walk in search of

winter resident birds begins at

10 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 27, at

Hi ghlnnd.

Park deer herds too large

Suvlutions are
not coming cnsi-
ly for the white-
tujled deer pop-
ulation prob-
lems at some of
the local
Motroparks. A
Wildlife Man-
agement Adviso-

has been study-
ing overpopula-
tion problems at
Kensington,
Stony Creek and Hudson Mills
and has made recommcndnuonu
to the Board of Ci

BiLL
PARKER

ry -Committeo -

exceeded the carrying capacity of
the land and the pari’s biologi-
cnl balanco has been upended.
Cer-deer accidents on local ronds
and aver-grazing in the parks
are top concerns.

An acrinl survey rocently

led 528 deer at K
501 at Stony Creek, and 118 at
Hudson Mills.

“Pcople come to Kensington
and our other parks to see the
deer. We are very aware that we
must proceed carefully to ensure
that our deer herd is visible to
our visitors,” said Frank Sudck,
dlrcctor of the Hurun Clinton
. YAt the

for the Huron-Clinton Metropoli-
tan Authority.

The problem is there are sim-~
ply too many deer in all three of .

these parks, Park users enjoy
watching and phutugmphmg
deer, but the p have

same time, we must work dili-
gently to keep and reestablish
the biodiversity in the parks,
where deer have destroyed wild-
fNowers, shrubs and trees. In
order to do this we are looking ot

a long-range plan to reduce and

manage the deer herd.”

The Michignn Departmeiiffof
Natural Rosources rccnmmnﬂd*
a denaity of 15 to 20 deerdpar
square mile. The advisory com-
mittee s shooting for a density
of 20 to 25 per square mile. At
the present time there are 117
decr per square mile at Kensinj-
ton, 82 per square mile at .:(bm
Creek, and 50 per square mile I}n.
Hudson Mills.

The whitetail populnuodl ot
theso parks must be reduced 'for
the overall good of the deer,'the
plant life and even the safety vf
motorists. To do this, the advisio-
ry committee recommended- don-
trolled hunts at Stony Creek'yj d
Hudson Mills and the use b
sharpshooter at Kensington..! "l'hu.
Bourd of Commissioners voted to
approve the recommendations
and to continue to develop a pHn

to control the deer herds. e
ol
-

Imprinting helps young swang

When Konrad
Lorenz alerted
the world to, the
process of
imprinting, I'm
sure he would
never- havo
imagined that
this basic behav-
toral  action
would be 50 ben-
eficial.

Imprinting is
the process
where  birds
identify the first thing they sce
as their “parents” and follow it.

In the case of Konrad Lorenz,
he was tho first thing the young
goslings saw, so they proceeded
to follow him. When he walked
down the trail they followed;
when he swam in the lake, they
followed and cven rode on his
back.

In a natural situation, the first
living thing a young bird would
typically sce, would be their par-
ents,

Following them is very benefi-
cinl  to their survival.
Researchers have capitalized on
this natural behavior.

Scientists have arranged it so
sandhill crane adulta hatched

Tim
NOWICKI

and raised endangered whooping
crane young,

When the sandhill cranes were
ready to migrate to their winter
site, the young whooping cranes
followed. The purpose behind
this kind of program is to estab-
lish a new wintering and breed-
ing population of whooping
cranea.

Modest success has resulted.

A modification of this imprint-
ing procesz was used this past
fall to take three trumpeter
swans from southern Canada to
southern Indinna.

Young trumpeter swans were
raised with other swans so they
did not become dependent on
humans, But as part of their
training, thoy were taught to fol-
low o amall ultra-light plane,
like that used in the movie “Fiy
Away Home.”

Four trumpeter swans were
raised near Sudbury, Ontario,
for this pilot project.

On Dec. 4, 1998, all four start-
ed to follow the ultrn-hght on
their way to Indiana.

One decided to turn back after
less than 10 miles into the jour-
ney. The three remaining birds
flew 48 miles the first doy and
close to 80 miles the nest two

- are good that we will see }.bm

days. S
l-llght for swans is helped -by
their 6%foot wingspan. Sueh a
large wingspan is necessary
because they can weigh up urau
pounds.
They flew from Sudbury,
Ontario, south past Detroit-and
d toward Cineinnati
Just north of Cincinnati they
moved into southern Indilna
behind the ultra-light plane.”
They will spend the winter in
ideal conditions at the Mys-

_catatuck National Wilglffe

Refuge. Researchers are hoping
they will ﬂy north in spring to
the marsh in which they wr_u
raised.

Michigan has a papuluzmnnr
about 160 trumpeter swans.ghat
have been intreduced thropgh
several releases within the state.
Swans can survive the cold ten-
peratures as long as they have
some open water in whichto
feed. ot

Some trumpeter swans huve
becn seen on the Huren River
during the winter.

As more and more tmm]u.ur
swans mnke the Great Lakes
arca their new home, changes

once native species.
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