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Frog survey will keep ‘wlunteers a-

.- BY KEN ABRAMCZYK

STAYY WLITER
kabramczyk@oe.homecomm.not
D uring these wintry days of sin-

gle-digit temperatures, it's hard .

to imagine that spring will
arrive in just few short weeks.

But organizora of & frog and toad
survoy want western Wayno County
reaidents to “think opring” and hopo
they volunteer to listen to the

amphibians cronk, a chorus that is a -

true harbinger orsprmg and a sign of
males ready for breeding.

{{From the short, subtle chucklo of
tbo wuod frog to tho loud, high-
pitched peep of the spring pecper, vol-
unteers are needed to listen to
amphibian calls for a few minutes
each week in tho city of Novi and the
townships of Canton, Nerthville, Ply-
mouth, Salem, Suporior and Van
Buren.

Depending on the species, volunteer
monitors could be listening as early as
March or as late as July.

“We really have very littlo informa-
tion on locations of frog and toad
npccicn, particularly in urbanizing
areas,” snid Lara Spears, an ecologist
with Apphcd Science & chhnulogy
Inc. of Brighton.

ASTI was awarded a contract in
1997 with Friends of the Rouge to
design and begin a survey as part of n
long-term monitoring program using
the volunteers to asscss habitat and
water quality, along with examining
the wildlife populations within the
Rouge River ecosystem in Qakland,
Washtenaw. and Wayno counﬂca.

Analyzing results

The survey will heolp track the
health of the watershed, onco a fow
survays are completcd and results can
be annlyzed over time,

The survey is funded through a
$25,000 federal grant from the Rouge
Program Office, which is matched by
-the Friends of the Rouge through

. other grants and volunteers,

. Spoars and Richard Wolinski, a

. senior ecologist, completed the frog

‘ nond toad survey last year with about:
140 volunteers trained to liston for
the sounds of four species over 652
square miles in the communitiea of

Novi, Northville, Plymuulh und Salem .

townships.

Canton, Superior and Van Buren
surveys will begin this spring for the
wood frog, western chorus frog; spring
‘peeper nnd American toad, Novi,
Northville, Plymouth and Salem vol-
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unteers will listen for those apecies for
a second consocutive yenr and tho
gray tree frog, northern leopard frog,
green frog and bullfrog.

Monitors only need to listen to dif-
ferent calls in about a 1/4-quarter
square milo area and do not necessar-
ily need to identify the frog or tond,
according to John Bingamen, director
of public involvement projects for the
Friends of the Rouge.

“The smaller arca you do, the bet-
ter,” Bingamon said about thb individ-
unl survey blocka.

This year’s survey area ropresents
the watershed that lies west of Hog-
gerty. Rund. Last your ‘g 5urvay

led a direct

impervious surfaces ~ such as parking
lots, strects and rooftops that empty
directly into rivers and strecams
instead of infiltrating directly into the
ground - and water quality. This
year's study will examine tho correla-
tion botween the amount of impervi-
ous surface and number of species.

The spring peeper-was the most fre-
quently observed frog in 172 of
approximately 200 quur'.er mile sur-
voy blocka.

Room to improve
' “In general, tho area surveyed pro-
vides good habitat quality, with 117
survey blocks having three or more
species,” Spears snid. “That almost
30 square miles. However, at tcast 50
survey blocks had one or fewer
species, which indicates that there is
plcnty of room for habitat improve- -
ment.” .
Tho state Department of Natural *
Resources conducts frog surveys, but
Spears said voluntecra for this year'’s 3
survey will be. covering a “much
broader area.” “It will identily habi-
tats nobody knows nbout,” Spears °
said, -
“Thero are a lot of places where |

.- there is intermittent wetlands,” Bing-

amon said. “It may bo an arca that is

wet in the apring for a few weeks.” .
Volunteers do not need to livo in the

nurvuy community to pnrhclpntc.

@usv:myo TG WaTURE

L L

Rouge Rlver Watarshed_

\rd

L West |
. Bloomfiuld

T
SAKLAKD CO.

WASHTZNAW GO

Frog and toad surveys are
golng to be conducted in
the city of Novl and the
townshlps of Canton,
Northwille, Plymouth,
Superlor, Satem and Von
Buren, Volunteers do not
need tg live In those
communities to monltor tho
frogs there — only a
wlllingness to drive to one 7
of tho foltowing
communitics.

Volunteers can attend one
of the followlng tralning
sesslons;

Volunteer

: There’s music In the air
moeting places \ The Rougo River watershed contains
¥ 12 frog and toad spacles, Collectivel
frogs and toads are called “anurans.
which means *without a tall.”
Volunteers In their first year of the survey
.in Canton, Superlor and Van Buren
tawnships wlll be listening for the
following species during thelr respectivi
breeding seasons:
10 Wood Frog: Common throughout lho
basin, but can only ba heard for o short:’
time early in the spring, gencrally
between March and May, In forested
swamps. |t call - o short, subtle
chuckle, llke ducks quacking [n the
dlstance -
calls of other species.

said, the ing is an -
activity that can ba enjoyed by people ,
ranging from students in a college
ecology class to families and Boy and : 3
Girl Seout troops. 3
“We're getting a few calls from Gar-

ington,” Bingamon eaid. “We're .
encouraging people to come onout.” -

" l_\lnongdny, March 1 between March and May.
-9pm. . "
- W Spring Peeper: Common and
Novl Civic Center ¢ -
. 46175 W. Ten Milo Road \-t wldespeeoad throughout the basin. Its

u mundny. March 4

| Saturday, March 6

Fob. 27 .
8 Westem Chorus Frog: This species
to "E""," - "T°°" st ! has a short, ascending “cre-o-e,”
MTmcu;iTcm"e, P resombling & thumb drown along o
46425 Tyler Roed comb’s tecth, ropeated evary coupla ~

seconds, Its breeding season lasts

call is o shert, toud, high-pliched pecp,
repested every second. Breeding season.
gencrally Jasts batween earty Apvll ond:
Inte June.

W American toad: Also common [n o

varlety of habitats In the Great Lakes

10 a.m. - noon ™% basin, Its long, drawn-out high-pltched:

Canton Publlc Library musical trll losting up to 30 seconds, ™

%ﬁg‘? $. Canton Center generolly hoard from mid-Apd to late o
March 13 gJ I

7-9p.
Supellor Townsmp Halt
3040 N. Prospect

June,

10 a.m. - noon.

Salem Townshlp Hatl
9600 Six Mite Road

For Information, contact
John Bingamon at

(8 In Novl, Plym
and Salem townships will listen for theso,
specles for 8 second consecutive year:
. along with the gray treo frog, northern’
leopard frog, green frog and bullfrog.

-+ Sowce: Aplied Science & Techvology, Ine. of Brighton

{313) 792.9627
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Here’s how to get

ick relief.

Relax...while your
insured investment
gowsata

PP |

rate.

a stable, short-
term investment

" with a guaranteed

o

) o retum. And that

NGw you can open an 8-month

Certificate of Deposit from Standard

Federal Bank, with a*guaranteed APY of

5.00%. So while the stock market is

taking a ride, your money is parked in

Helping You Along The Way.”

gives you guaranteed peace of mind.

So stop by any of the conveniently
located Standard Federal Banking Centers. .
Our CDs will give you quick relief,. And

who couldn't use a little of that?

Stondard Fadarsl Bank
Member ABH AMRO Group

800/843-6800
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