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Chili heads: Celebrity judge
Bob Rebtoy of the Farmington
Hills Fire Department
discusses recipes with US,
Rep. Joc Knollenberg at the
fourth annual Chili Cook O,

in downtown Farmington. For
a story and more photos, sece '
Page A9.

Hills City Council should
be careful not to set a
precedent with the latest
cellular tower. /A12

ited debate brewed during
a Palestinian-Israeli dis-
cussion./Bl .
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" Renovate or
build new?

R Architects that will be hired by Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills will be
expected to provide answers to that
uestion and others for the 47th District
ourt’s future.

BY LArRy O'CONNOR
BTAFF WRITER

loconnor@os.homecomm.not

14

During the next two mentha, two
well-known architects and designers
are expected to answer three key ques-
tions involving 47th District Court:

B Can the existing structure, a former achoolhouse, be
renovated?

# If not, where could a new onc be built?

@ Perhaps most important to officiale from both cities,
how much will renovations ar a new building cost?

Farmington and Farmington Hills city council mem-
bers met Monday and agreed with 47th District Court
Administrater Dave Walsh's recommendation to hire
French Associates.

City and court officials belicve the existing facility is
too amall, eapecially with increased workloada, Between
35,000-37,000 cagea are heard at the 10 Milo Road caurt

Library to
close for
renovations

BY TIM SMITR
STAFF WRITER
tamith@oc.homecomm.net

The Farmingtés Lranch of the public library will clese ™
during the month of August to allow for major. renova-
tion projects to begin, said Library Director Bev Papai
during Monday night's Farmington City Council meet-
ing,

“If we have to be closed, that's the least damaging
time,” said Papai, noting that August is considered the
slowest month of the year in terms of library usage.

The popular S Reading Program, exp d-to
draw about 3,000 children, won't be hindered, mostly
having taken place during June and July.

':I’m really excited about details of somo of the

we're maoking at the Farmington branch,

they'ro well overdue,” Papai said, during a presentation
to the council. *... I've described the branch as a gem
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M-5 to open
this summer

BY JENNIFER PLACINTO
STAFF WIUTER
Jplacinto@go.homecomm.net

The pavement is down and the traffic
lights are strung, so
many people may be

wondering why the M- H ‘Last year
6 highway between 12 was Just an
‘I’\:’xclﬁ ;‘:td 14 Mile isn't  gxcellent
It's because there's 508507, We
still some paving, started the
guard railing, and geason
signs and other safety bohind
and operational work n
ta be done before the  Schedule
roadwny opens this  gnd finlshed
summer, said Mark head-of
Stuocher, Michigen shead-o
Department of Trans- schadule.’
portation construction
maonnger for M-6. Mark
“M-6 is going well,” Stuecher
Stuecher said. “Lant —MDOT con-
year was just an oxeel- struction man-
lent season, We started ager

the scason behind
schedule and finished
ahead of schedule.”
Spring construction on the second phase,
which cost $23.6 million, is oxpocted to
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A good book: Sarah Brereton
reads “Green Eggs and Ham"”
with Superintendent Bob Max-
field at a Dr. Seuss celebration.
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Investigeting: Farmington Hills police Officer Mark Meredith photographs
the wooded area where a woman’s body was found Wednesday afternoon

Body found in woods

* BY JOANNE MALISZEWSK1
B1AYP

JmalinewskiCoc.homezommanet

Polica were questioning a Farmington Hills
man Wednesday evening about the death of a
28-year-uld French woman, whose body was
found in n wooded area across froyn his npart-

.- mont complex carlior in the day.

+'Julie Yasa of Paris was found dead in a
wooded aren on the geuth side of Nino Mile,

:, enstof ‘Preke, and: gcroan from the Fairmont

Park-Apartments at'about 1:30 p.i. said
Farmington Hills Police Chief Willlam Dwyer,

Early Wodnesday 6vening police weio
awaiting n scarch warrant for the man’s
apartiment ot Glenn Court. R

=[t covld ba a suicide averdose,” Dwyer said,
adding that pills were found under the
woman's body and similur locking pills were
(ound outside the man's apartment.

“They apparently met through the Internct,”
Dwyer continued. “He apparently paid for her
ticket to come here. He said that she had come
to the apartment and indicated she waa going
_to commit suicide.”

Dwyer snid that he didn’t know where Yasa

- had been living since her arrival in the United |

States about a month ago. Polico also found
tho woman's passport.
Yasn's body wos found by police after the
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3 ‘They apparently met through
the Internet,. Ho apparently paid
for her ticket to come hore. He
sald that she had come to the
apartmont and Indlcated she was
going to commit sulcide.’ .
Bill Dwyer
——Farn:inﬂon Hills police chif[ .

unidentified Fairmont Park apartment resi-
dent calted police to say he saw o body in the "
woods across Nin¢ Mile when he'vas driving
out of his complex, police said.

Yasa, who wos described as of small build,
was found face down about 160 fect into the
woods and fully clothed. Her hair waa publed
back in a bun, said Assistant Chief Chuck
Ncbus.

While police officers and evidence techni-
cinns began their investigation in the woads,
policc hnd the Fairmont Park Apartments
man for queationing in a patrol ear parked on
Nine Mile.

Dwyer said ho expeeted the Oakland County
Medical E: iner to have a preliminary cause
of death Thursday.

BY TIM SMitH
STAFY WRITER
tamith@oc.homecomm.net

Yock Poy Lau couldn't help
but shake his head when he
peered across the parking lot

. at the heap of rubble that used
‘| to be his Hong Kong Chinese
Restaurant.

“Is 21 years of my life right
here,” said Lau Mondey after-
noon. He had just spent the

. day watching a bulldozer

" demolish the burned-out shell

. of his restaurant, which was
destroyed during an early
morning fire on Nov. 11, 1998,

“Every day that I was here, 8
Tot of customers would eome in.
I miss them all. But what can
you say?” said Lau.

One thing to say to them is
that Lau intends to rebuild his
business at the northeast cor-
ner of Orchard Lake-Grand
River in Farmington.

Lau said he hopes to re-open
his catery in six months or s0.
That might be optimistic. He
would need to have an archi-
toctural rendering and site
plan approved by the Farming-

Restaurateur plans to rebuild eatery
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Clean up: The charred remains of the burned-out Hong Kong
Chinese Restaurant and the Wash Hut are cleared.

Hats off to
Dr. Seuss

By TiM SMITH
STAFY WRITIR
tamith@oe.homecomm.not

Perhaps if Dr. Souss wero at Hillsido
Elementary School Tuesday, he would
have been inspired Lo write another chil-
dren's book: “Dr. Bob on the Job.”

‘To honor the Inte children's author's
96th birthday, Farmington Public Schools
Suporintendent Bob Maxficld was among
severnl guests to read Dr, Scuss clossica
to children. Mnxficld read “Green Egga

. Please sco ER.',SEUSS, All

ton Planning Commission, Such drawings are currently
in the development stages, he noted.

While the bulldozer pushed the rubble into a big pile, .

to be picked up and hauled away this week, Sandy
McPhail of Dan’s Subs (located just north of the Chincse
reataurant site) walked across the parking lot and
brought Lau a steaming hot cup of coffeo,

*I take him coffee whenevor I sco him outin

The fire 1ly was ruled accidental (triggered by
an electricnl mal ion} following i igation by the
Oakiand County Sherifl Department's Fire Investiga-
tion Unit, said Gary Goss, director of the Farmington
Public Safoty Department. Gosa said the fire originated
inside the Wash Hut,

Meanwhile, McPhail said it “would be great if he

(Lau’s restaurant) goes back up. It would be good to sce

the parking lot (after the fire)," McPhail said Iater. *1
think it's unfortunate what happened to his business,
It's sad to seo someone right noxt to you lose his busi.
ness. It could have been us.”

McPhail aaid busincss at Dan's Suba has not suffered
in the aftermath of the blaze, which broke out about 4
a.m. Nov, 11 inside the Wnsh Hut Dry Cleaners/Coin
Laundry, located on the cast side of the restaurant.

High winds, of betwoen 40-to-50 miles per hour,
resulted in the firo spreading to Lau's adj t busi
Damage to the Chincse restaurant was catimated at
$200,000, not inc;udinn the coat to replnce it. .

a on a thriving corner.”

Dan's Suba and the Hong Kong Chinese Restaurant
have been business neighbara for about 20 years, alter
the indepondent sub shop moved from the Uplown
Farmington Plaza. .

According to Farminglon City Manager Frank
Lauhoff, the awners of the Wash Hut have alse indicat-
od they plan on rebuilding at the same loeation.

But the busincsscs will have to do more than merely
rebuild their former facilitics. |

“That carner was highlighted in the master plan ns
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