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he adago that one man’s fruit is another

n man's poison aptly deseribes a request

o for a different kind of cellular tower —

- painted white and bearing a cross on top - at

.. the First Church of Nazarene on Haggerty

. Rond. .

Tho request comes from AT&T Wircless
which is asking for a certificato of nced — as
required under city ordinance — and a waiver
- for what would be more than the usual gray
- .cellular tower called for in the ordinance.

i Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi balked at the

. request, His colleagues dida't, but nonetheless

" agreed to table & public hearing on the matter

. until March 16,

' Arcquest from church officials to put a
croas on a structure on church property cannot
be considered unusual, In fact, it's fitting -
except in this case.

Cellular towers may be erccted on privatd
property, but they affect the viewing public.

If AT&T is allowed to paint the tower white
and attach a cross to the tap, a dent will

jlular tower _
City should not set precedent

E §f AT&T I3 allowed to paint the
towsr white and attach a cross to
the top, a precedent will be set.
And It will bo a precedent with
which future clty counclis will
struggle.

120-foot tower stand out more than is neces-

sary. .
Indeed there is a commercial relationship
in the making between the church and AT&T.
And yes, the church has a nontaxable atatus

as Vagnozzi pointed out.
Whother the church should behave as a
profi ization t it has n non-
taxablo status isn’t relevant to the discussion
at hand, Nontaxable status of religious insti-
tutions has been a standing issue with many

bo set. And it will be a precedent with which
future city councils will struggle.

Let's assume a religious cross does not
offend most people. They know what it is and
they know what it means.

But what will this or future city councils'de
when a request comes for any other typo of
. symbol, perhaps one not embraced by a major-
" ity of residents, or a symbol that projects atti-

tudes considered offensive by most?

Church officials could make an argument
that the tower will be on their property and
therefore they are free to dress it up as they
choose. If that were the case, however, there

. would be no need for a city ordinance govern-

" ing cellular towers,

. Such towers in and of themselves aro a8
intrusive as billboards, which have come

under public criticiam for visually polluting

the land ile they definitely serve a

practical purpose, there is no need to mako a

gover 1 leaders, but it is not currently a
reason to deny or approvo the request from
AT&T and the church.

The isoue is whether the city council should
allow an organization to decorate a celiular
tower in any way it chooses.

The answer should be no unless the city
council plans to allow ather organizations to
follow suit, If that's the case, change the ordi-
nance. C: is what is d here.

A crosa on a white cellular tower is not like-
1y to be offensive to most people. But the city
must be concerned with aesthetics and fair-
ness. If the city council gives the go-ahead to
the First Church of the Nazarene, then it
must be prepared to open the doors for other
similar requests, including for symbola and
paint colors that may indeed be offensive.

The current city council would be wise not
to set a'precedent that will haunt future city
councils.

Bi]l Clinton presents the State of the
Nation, John Engler handles Stato of the

State, and L. Brooks Patterson enlightens us
' every yoar as to tho state of the Oakland
+ County,

: In mid-February, County Executive Patter-

" son delivered the good news that Onkland

- - County, one of the wealthiest in the nation, is
< well d with a boomi at

' homo and a sterling credit rating on Wall

. Street.

* Patterson's State of the County address was

: witnessed by about 275 people fortunate

! enough to have been invited to the event at

> the Michigan State University Education Cen-

, ter in Troy.

! At the address and at a reception afterward
"t at the Northfield Hilton, there was a prepon-
. derance of pin stripes and power suits, pumps

! and wing tips. State of the County-goers were

. for the most part shining examples of official-

. dom and corporate America. .

! But you didn’t sec many flannel shirts open

: iform of the

Tt’s time to invite regular folks

T A T S S S S
B STATE OF THE COUNTY

We know a lot of regular people, They care
about their communities and their county .. .
sometimes a sight more than Mr. Corporate or
Ms, Officialdom. .

We'ro sure quite a fow regular people would
flock to an event like State of the County,

And it's a pretty safe bet that they’d have
some tough questions for Mr, County Execu-
tive during a spirited Q&A session that really
should foilow that kind of talk. .

Invitations weroe sent out as a marketing
ploy, Patterson told Eccentric reporter Pat
Murphy afterward. “My State of the County
address isn't the hottest ticket in town,” the
executive said with a laugh. “We sent out invi-
tations to remind officials and business execu-
tives of the event. And it worked.”

Well, we think it would work even better if
the event were a bit less exclusionary. Let's
give the regular peaplo a chance to participate

! at tha collar, or other

! falk, at the MSU Center that Thursday

. ing. C folk weren't apecifically

| invited, and that's too bad.

}  While we do understand about space limita-
E tions, wo also think there should be somo way
1 to accommodate everyone who wishes to

: attend. We hato to see the regular people shut
: out of an event like that. :

inr government — beyond sim-
ply casting ballots and paying taxes.

“You're all invited” should ba the watch-
words of future State of the County talks. The
event should be held at a site that could
accommodato a hefty crowd — the County
Commissioners Auditorium in the County
Complex comes to mind — and it should be

mads clear that the public is invited.
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Corporate welfare

Time magnzine published a four-port series
of reports on “Corporate Welfaro” begin-
ning with their Nov. 5, 1998, article. The
series must have struck a reaponsive cord a8
Time canoot keep up with the demand for
reprints of this series, I am atill waiting for
my copy. Copics of the magazine are available
in the Farmi Library’a ine section
and on their Internet. Every public official,

e eyt 3

Then there was slavery, We tired to take
their humanity from them and succeeded con-
stitutionally. The blacks were slave labor.

In the 19th century, the rich made the poor
work for starvation wages until the unions
were formed to demand higher wages, But
unions are out of style again. Businesses are
downsizing which means people aro out of
wark or working for lower wages. But CEOs
got salaries in the millions. .

What does it mean in terms of other

inded people, t an

concerned press columnisti should study this
geries; particularly now when so many private
entitics, some within our 6wn area, are out to
get their hands on taxpayer dollars to fund
their pet projects. 4

The report exposes the gross hypocrisy of
the alleged benefits to a local community in
subsidizing rich, for-profit, multinational cor-
porations, with taxpayer déllars. As often as
not, the threat of taking their busineus to
another community if they'do riot get their
sought-after handout, vying ene ity
against another, clinches the deal for them.
‘Why does this sound familiar? The benefits
promised is usually a0 much pic in the sky in
the long run. New jobs may or may not mate-
rialize or last for very long. M hile, local

jons? A billion people go to bed hungry
every night. Sister Amata Miller, LH.M,, gave
2 talk some years ngo about a movement in
the United Nations in which the rich countries
would have to pay more for the natural
resources of poorer nations, such as diamonds
and gold. African countries are a good exam-
ple for being rich in natural resources, but
poor nonetheless. The United States voted
‘down the necessary legislation.

Then there was the situation in Latin
\America. This was documented by Penny
Lernoux in her two books, “The Cry of the
People” and “In Banks We Trust.” Big New *
York banks would lend money to South Amer-
jcan dictators who would spend it on them-
selves or build up large armies to protect

k 1ves or send the money out of the coun- -

citizens are told that there is no money in the
budget for things like sidewalks, moroe police,
or other improvements that one should expect
for their tax burden. Senior citizens and oth-
ers on fixed incomes have to plead poverty in
ordar to get any special consideration for tax
relief. Where is the fairnesa?

Taxpayer subsidies for corporations are a
poor end t for the American free enter-
priso syatem. It used to be, if you needed to
fund your pot project, you used your own
money or you looked to private sources for
your capital. Now, it seems, every business
wants to get their hands on taxpayer dollars
instead. Something is wrong with this eco-
nomic picture, but no one seems to be con-
cerned nbout where this is takipgus..

Interestingly, Rep. John Kasich has
promised to look into the abuse of corporate
welfare at the federal level, Hopefully, this
will provide somio incentive for our local offi-
cinls to do likewiso at the city, county and
state level.

Henry Grysh
Farmington Hills

Owing a debt -

“Occom's Razor is a principle” wrote Charles
Krouthammer, “that holds that the simplest,
ot parsi) i :pl ion for & pt
non is likely to be the correct one.”
n the past, we drove the Indians from their
lands and to this day have never really
repaid them,

try. The country would go broke and could not
repay the loans. .

The International Monetary Fund would
tell the country what it must do so that the
World Bank could come in and help them
repay their dobt to the New York banks. The -
ususl solution was that the poor, oppressed
people who never got a dime from the loans
would have to tighten their belts even more.
Often, the countries would have their factories -
and natural resources taken over to pay their
debts. . A 3

Qbviously, there are great inequities in the
world today, and we must try to correct them,
To begin to have justice in the world today, we
muat have a “rule of law.” A law that would
respect others’ rights, resources, lands and
oceans. While we muat respect others’ borders
and bellefs, I believe the strongest basis for a
rule of law for capitalism would be “Thou
shalt not covet they neighbors' goods”™ and
“Thou shalt not steal.” Capitalism gives you a
license to steal legally.

We have so much, we owe a debt of justice
and loving kindness to those less fortunate.

1t seems to me the situation in Indonesia,
Russia and Brazil is a rerun with variations of
the activities of Chase & Citicorp Banks in
Latin American in the 1960's as told by Penny
Lernoux. . . .
Virginia M, Mitchell

Farmington Hills

HOMETOWN COMMUNI

PHILP POWER, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD  JEANNE TOWAR, VICE PNFS!DENT/EMTDRML

Favmington Observer

JOANKE MALSZEWSK!, COMMUNITY EDITOR, 248-477.5450
. SUSAN ROSIEK, MANAGING EDITOR, 734-953-2149
HUGH GALLAGHER, ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITOR, 734-953-2118
Pza KNOESPEL, ADVERNISING MANAGER, 734-953-2177
LARRY GEKER, CIRCULATION MANAGER, 734-953-2234
STEVEN K. POPE, VICE-PRESIDENT/GENERAL MARAGER, 734-953-2252
RICK FICORELL, MARKEDING DIRECTOR, 734-953-2150

CATIONS NETWORK, INC._
RICHARD AQINIAN, PRESIDENT

OUR MISSION: “Because we publish community newspapers, we think about community journaliam
in a fundamentally different way than our bigger ition, T} ider th ]

'to be

hey

independent from the stories and

they cover, in towrite the lor
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