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i Thoy're usually optimists, but
‘Michjgan farmers may be facing
a-crinis due to low corn prices
and suburban sprawl, a legisla-
[ tva committee waa told.
~*Thoy’re close to very, very dif-

‘ficult times,” Ron Nelson of the
-Michigan Farm Bureau told the
"House Economic Development
Committee March 2,

:*Corn'is selling ot $1.75°a
tmshel, and it costs $2.50 to pro-
‘daco. Milk costs ns much to pro-
duce a8 it sells for, It's going to
ba hard for farmers to pay inter.
¢8t on their loans,” Nelson said,
.. “He said “coffee houac® chats

‘indicate some ore going out of
bysiness as p for dovelop
| ment mounts, though they

:always expect this year will be
iood. “Assume farmland sells for

1,000 nn acre — that's reason-
able. For devolepment, it may
bring $10,000. Many farmers are *
deciding to eash out an try some-

'R-St. Johus, raised the aubject
when he said he had heard two-
_thirds of farmers aren't making
a'profit and that agribusiness is
*g-year away from crisia,”

Rep. Patricia Lockwood, D-
nton, said, *Urban sprawl is a
thread going through many com-
mimities.” Urban sprawl means
t4p eating up of open land, par-
:, tivularly farmlangd, at rotes
- fastor thon justified by popula-
“'tion growth, .
" -Nelson cited an unidentified
- farm’ of 160 acres that was a
. *cow-calf” beof oporation, but
now is the site of 700 manufac-
" tured houses, “It won't be long
before the rest (of surrounding

Renowhed
“climber to
speak at

Al
-Hills campus

.'Oakland Community College
présents Bloomfield Hillh attor-
ney and expert mountain
climber Lou Kasischke on Mon-
day, March 16, at the Orchard
- Ridge Campus in Farmington
- Hills, Kasischke's talk begins at’
1:30 p.m. in the campus’ Smith
Theatre. Admission is free and
. tho public is invited.
© On May 10, 1996, Kasischke
nearly conquered Mt. Everest,
- coming within 400 vertical feet
of the summit, before deciding to
'ttirn back because of adverse
s ednditions. Eight people died
~that day, and scveral others
*- were permanently injured, mak-
. ing it the worse disaster in Mt.
.+ Bvaerest's history. Kaojschke's
talk will rovolve arolind the
: themes of teamwork, trust, deci-
.sibn-making and character.
.. “The program is sponsored by
“"the Academic Literacy Program
- of-Onkland Community College.
- Por further information call
‘g‘@fmor Cari Rummel ot (248)

; vd Ridge Campus is
lotated at 27056 Orchard Lake
-Road, just south of 1-696. Free
. parking is available in nearby
- student lots.

-0CC will host
: s'ymposium

The Womencenter at Oakland
Community College's Orchard
Ridgo Campus will host ita
innual “A Call to Wholeness”
* - conference 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
- Saturday, April 17, Admission s
;- $86 and includos lunch. 5

““A Call to Wholcnoss™ raiscs
- lssuos that challenge women's
! lves. An interactive keynoto
- &ddress by Susie Symons, o
' therapist, ereative writor and
* artist, will foature activitics
" guch aa reflection, writing, sto-
. Iytolling symbol creation, colee-

tive learning and ritual.

" The 'conference is sponsored

by the Womencenter, a college

: facility that provides education-

“'al and supportive resources for
arena women.

*--Preregistration is advised, For

& brochure or additional infor-

mation on "A Call to Wholeness”

cal} the Womencenter at (248)

471-7602.

[ " The Orchard Ridge Campus i8
located at 27066 Orchord Lake
Road, just south of I-696 in
Farmington Hills.

farma) find it's too cxpensive to
operate (as farma),” he said.

“For them, development makes
perfect sense. It's two miles from
tho expressway. From the stand-
point of agriculture, it makes no
sense. Azscssmenta will go vp.”

Proposal A of 1994 gives farm-
ors some protection: Assess-

ments can't rise faster than the *

ments dictated by the real estato
market.
Nelson said the cuncept of gov-
+ ernmental purchase of dévelop-
ment rights (PDR) has potentinl
for paving farmland, but “can we
purchase PDR for the entire
astate? There's’ not cnough
money.”

rand Traverae >n.nd Leolenau
have I d PDR

rate of price

41,

But if an nging farmer transfers’

tho property to hie children,
they'll pay the higher assecss-

programe to save farme, but
Washtenaw County voters last
year rejected the idoa,

Nelson was nskod when the
state Johs Commission, succes-
sor to the Department of Com-
morce, has done for farming,
*The Joba Commission is locked
into new jobs,” Nelson replied,
but is doing less for in-state job
transfors. . - 3

In othor testimony belore the
House panel: -

W Kristi Clemens of the Grand
Rapids Arca Chomber of Comn-
merce oaid ‘thcm‘u o shortage of

.
gy-driven global markotplace,”
and a need for governmont to
cagso buainess cxpansion in

”Legislators told Michigan farmers in for tough times

Michigaun, which is by far the
most onerous state.”

8 Barry Caorgill of the Small
Busi Association of Michi- -

i-

*“brownfields” of older cities.
B Petor Kuh h of the
I taad® oeut rammnrwiicfiriv gan opp

d raising the statc

praised Inwmakers for cutting
the personal income tax rate
from 4.4 to 3.9 percent over five
years, but ha called for reform of
Michigan’a ®itewm pricing” law
beeausa of the high cost of mark-
ing the price of every item, "It

skilled for a

{r tes retail inv in

minimum wage beyond the fod-
ern] lovel, supported stato legis-
Iation to pre-empty Dotroit's “liv-
ing wage” crdinance, and called
for climinating the “prevailing
wage® law requiring payment of
unien scales in government con-
tracts. ) '
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