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BTAY? WRITER

Mike Avory apent most of
Thursday evening watching bas-
ketball on television. But it was-
n't the NCAA tournament. It
was o tape of last year'’s disap-
pointing loss to Birmingham
Brother Rice in the district
championship game,

The Southfisld-Lathrup coach
was doetermined not to have a
repeat when the Warriors
defeated the Chargers in a Class
A district final, The homework
definitely paid off.

Lathrup rolled to its fourth
district title in the last six years
= but first under Avery — with a
67-41 triumph over Brother Rice
Friday at Lathrup High School.

The Chargers (20-3) advance
to tho regional tournament host-
ed by Birmingham Groves and
will play a first-ronnd gamo 7:456
p.m. Tuesday against North
Farmington (18-4),

Friday’s triumph also capped a
perfect home season in which the

home court. .

“We felt protty confident; we
did our homework on Brothor
Rice,” said Avery, whose only
other district championship waa
a few years ngo while he was the
Ann Arbor Huron girls coach.

“QOur guys were very hungry,
because this same Brother Rice
team upsct us last year. The
focus was on my five seniors, I
told them to bring us a champi-
onship home, and they did.

Belloville's 5-{ont<9 senior

Chargera did not lose on their,

@ BASKEVBALL

“They stuck to our game plan;
the intensity was at the higheat
level,” ho said. “It hurt us Inst
yoar to sit down and watch
another team in our gym collect
the trophy. We wero undefeated
all season at home, and it was o
good way for my scnlors to go out
by winning the championship in
their lust home game.™

That last home game turned
into a eurprisingly lopsided
affair.

Rice entered the district final
on a threo-game winning streak,
and the young Warriors secmed
to come of age in the recont
Catholic League championship,
finishing as the runner-up to
Orchard Lake 8t. Mary's.

But Lathrup's suporior athleti-
cism and senior expertise were
too much for Rice to overcome.
The Warriors couldn't stop the
Chargers from sloshing through
the paint for enny baskets and
were confounded by Lathrup's
hounding man-to-man defense.

“They just outplayed us.
They're a senior team, and
they’re stronger and quicker and
morw combative,” said Rice coach
Bill Norton, who started four
underclassmon. “They just took
our offenss away. It was like
they had us very well scouted.”

Rice (10-18) managed to stay
with Lathrup through the first
quarter and half of the second.
Lathrup forward Brandon

Belleville eliminates Glenn

30-18 first-period deficit and
Grantham's 8-for-10 ehootl

guard CJ. certainly.
has the blocdlines to be a good
basketball player.

His dad, Cornell, played for
Belleville, along with his uncle
Reggie. His grandfather Georgo
Thompson was the longtime
coach at Inkster High. A cousin,
Robert Griffin, is a star at a
junior collega in Jowa.

And following a spectacular
19-point first-quarter effort en
route to a game-high 38 peints,
Grantham had district champi-
onship opponent Westland John

Glenn begging for a transfusion.
=~ Grrantiarrand:

*Chippewa Valley is ono’
o bbgtpf::;mu I've soen this

(16-7) moved into the regional at

Ypsilanti with a convincing 75-

63 win Friday over the Rockets.
Glenn (12-9) couldn't avercome

e

To start tho game, Bellaville
hit ita first seven shota, capped
by a three-pointer square off the
backboard by Kevin Harrison
with 4:22 left in the quarter to
give the Tigers & 17-8 lead.

Grantham ecored in every con-
ceivable way. He nailed three
triples and added a dunk.

“Thoe scenery, the environment
just got me pumped up,”
Grantham said. "Once I got it
going, whatever I waa going to
do I felt it would be positive.”

Despite being smaller on the

the hoat Tigers— front-line;-Bellevilie-withstood -

Glonn's inside punch of 6-4
senior Ty Haygood, who finished
with 14 points, and 6-3 junior
Ben Harris, who added 12.

7| Lathrup avenges loss to Brother Rice -

Edwards gave his team a 19-14
lead when he cnded the first
quarter with a thund; one-

notted six points each. .
Avery ia hoping the Chargers
their strong play at

handed slam dunk.

The Chargers started the sec-
ond with an 8-2 blitz for a 27-18
lead, but the Warriors charged
right back with 10 straight

. pointe that included a pair of

long-distance treys by junior
guard Kylo Lawrence.

‘The Chargers scored 11 of the
next 14 points to take a 38-29
halftime lead. Lathrup contin-
ued that dominance by outscor-
ing Rice 12-2 in the third quarter
to complete a 23-5 onstaught

- over an 11-minute span that put

the game out of reach.

“Wo talked at helftime that
Brother Rice was a very strong
third-quarter team,” Avery said.
“We've been watching the news-
papers and read they were win-
ning these games like that in the
Catholic Leaguc championships.
We talked at halftime about win-
ning the third quarter.

*You can not win champi-
onships without playipg strong
dofenso. These guys came out
vory defonsive-minded in tho
third quarter, and I think that
broke the game open for us.”

Brandon Edwarde scored a
game-high 20, points. Lightning-
quick guard Antoine Johnson
finished with 17 points, and

Solomon Edwards had 13.

Rice's leading scorer was
sophomore conter Chris Aguwa
with 11 points, Lawronce and
junior forward Ralph Sylvester

can
the regional. -

“Lost year’s team wag still
pretty much learning the sys-
tem,” Avery said. “These seniorn
have been with me threp years,. |
soma four. They know how I like
things done on and off the floor. .

“We talked at the beginning of |
the season sbout winning one -
championship at a time.'The.:
first was our league champi-
onship, and we accomplished our
second goal by winning the dis-- .
trict. Now we're gaing to really-
concentrate for the regional .
finala.” N

OLSM 78, RENAISSANCE 59: Detrolt
Renaissance stoyed close to No, 2-
ranked Orcherd Loko St. Mary™s fdr ¢
much of Friday’s Class B district chom-
plonship game at Bloomfleld Hilts
Al

ndover. ;
St. Mary's held & comfortable 40-29 " .+
tead at hatftime but wasn't ready ¢laim . ©
viciory yot, -
The Eaglets {194) pulled away 1o 1ho
socond hall and led by as many as 23 . ¢
polnts in the fourth quarter en routeto b * :
78-59 victory. ke
Junior forward Sormaline Gonzales ied
the Eaglels with 20 polnts. Sophomore -
center Chorles Oavis had 18 points and |
12 tebounds. Junlor guard Maurice -
Searight pdded 13 points. ]
Junior center Rickey Paulding led tha
Phoonlx {14-9) with 23 points, Including
six threo-pointers, T
The district titlo is tho 34th In St
Mary's Nstory, The Eaglets meet War- -
ren Fitzgernid (19-3) In 8 reglonal gamo |
7:30 p.m. Tuesday at Warren Woods-
Tower. N

Fold nearly 15 MILLION grocery bags, one by one, by hand over a six
week period, working around the clock, 7 days a week and then
organize them into 700 individual shipments; (counted, palletized,
wrapped and banded).

Finally, transport them to newspaper locations throughout a 12 state
area and Canada where they are inserted as a Sunday supplement fora
time dated sale, completing this direct advertising campaign.

TEST RESULTS - '
Other than sleep deprivation, a nervous disorder, and severe hair and
weight loss - patient normal and project complete.

MAIL CORP., U.S.A.
(SPECIAL PROJECTS GROUP)

LETTER AND LITERATURE AND PROMO MATERIAL ASSEMBUES OF ALL KINDS. |
HAND FULFILLMENTS, DIRECT MAIL SERVICES, WAREHOUSING, POSTAL

PURCHASE yo new kitchen cabinets* at KSL..
have them INSTALLED by expert KSI craftsmen...
receive a FREE dishwasher from

*Minimum cabinct purchase required. Sec showroom for details,

Maytag dishwasher modcl # MDB 2200 AWZ with 3-Ievel wash and hard food disposcr.
Retall customers only. Prior salcs excluded. OFFER ENDS MARCH 31, 1999.

0

D
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY KIND
TO ARRANGE FOR QUR NEXT STRESS TEST

CALL (248) 352-7370

A A YBIDRL T BT, AT L K

A Choose any of our numerous )
g B For Projects a bit less strenuous, and significantly smaller,
_h please visit either of our two retail business service centers:

In Southfield In Royal Oak

25211 Telegraph 32348 Woodward
{Just North of 10 Mile Between 12 and 13 Mile
between Shields & Nikola's) (Across from Art Van Furniture)
248.354.8070 248.549.3656
OPEN 8:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. MONDAY-FRIDAY
Where our complete mailroom, letter assembly (including
folding, Inserting, addressing, posting, and post office
delivery), packaging and shipping services (postal, UPS, and
Fed Ex) are available to businesses, groups, clubs and
organizations of all sizes and for your personal use as well.

From just a few letters to thousands of them, and from one
care package to your child at college, or muitiple packages
for your business...

: AMERICA'S CABINETMAKER®
i cabinet selections and receive

475

Manufacturce’s Suggested List Price

KITCHEN SUPPLIERS, INC.

KITCHEN & BATH SHOWROOMS®

ANNARBOR  BIRMINGHAM  BRIGHTON LIVONIA M. CLEMENS ~ WATERFORD
SRSOMVillegDr.  M2S4Woodwad  SESMaliyRA.  SU24Phmscth  SSMICnils G314 Diriehwy,
(TM) 7637659 (248) G47-0567  (810) 220-98554 (T34 2616960  {B10) 7017405  (248) 623-2333

Hours: Men., Tues., Wod., Frl., Sal. §-5, Thurs. 53 — Other evenings by eppointmont.
\_ VISIT US ON THE INTERNET AT: www.toamksi.com
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