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Deljosevic makes point for Raiders

BY DAN O'MEAIA
STAF? WRITER
domeara@oz.homecomm.not

Senior Albert Deljosovic had
never been on the winning gide
in a district tournament game,
but he was able to do something
about that Thursdny night.

His free throw with no time
on the elock gave North Farm-
ington n 4443 victory over Weat
Bloomfield in a post-senson
Class A contest.

The victory lifted the Raiders
into the championship game Fri-
day against Farmington ot
Bloomfield Hilla Lahser.

“I started on the varsity for
threo years (at Clarencoville in
Livonia) and never won a district
geme,” Deljosovie said, “This is
like the biggest thing for me. 1
didn’t want to end my career not
winning o district game.” .

After a missed shot by the
Lakers, Deljosovic dribbled up
the loft side of the court and was
fouled in front of the North
bench while shooting as time
expired.

Deljosevic calmly mado the
first freo throw —tho only one
necessary.

Thero was a moment of hesita-
tion by Deljosevic, the other
players and the crowd, but the
sight of thoe officiala running to

B BASKETBALL

the lockar room signaled tho
game wan over,

“A lat of ernzy things happen
at the cnd of basketball games,”
West Bloomficld coach Barry
Bershad said. *I've been nround
basketball a long time and seen
a lot of finishes, but the referees
shouldn't decide tho end of the

ame.

"My kida played hard. To win
13 ganmes, that's a good senson.
1¢’s too bad it cnded that way.”

There'a seemed little doubt by
the principles involved the foul
was logitimate and occurred
beforo the buzzer,

“(Tho opposing player) hit me
on top of the hoad, 8o it waa prot~
Ly obvious,” Deljossvic snid,
adding he was surprised the cail
was made. “Usually, they don't
call o foul at the end of the
gome; they lot the players decide
g

it

- *It's a tough way for (the Lak-
ors) to lose and an exciting way
for us to win,” North coach Tom
Negoshian said, adding it was a
gutsy call by tho official.

“Albert didn't have a great
look (on the ehot), but they went
after him and, to tho official's
credit, he mado the call.”

With West Bloomfield loading
by five, 89-34, midway in the
fourth quarter, Deljosevic took
charge for the Raidors,

The senior point guard scored
eight of his tenm's last 10 points
to finish with 12 and lead North
in scoring.

“He did a groat job for us,”
Negoshian said. “He made a big-
timo threo, a couple running
onc-handers and the freo throw
towin it.” !

Deljonevic's layup and threo
tied the ecore at 39 and ngain at
41 with a baseline shot. An Adri:
an Bridges layup, with an assist
.by Deljosevic, gave North the
lead with 2:46 to play. .

Brandon Grant's free throws

for tho Lakors tied the score
ogain. After an exchango of
turnovers, each team missed a
shot, .
" North (17-4) got the rebound
off the Weat Bloomfield miss and
the ball to Deljosovic, who made
the winning free throw,

Phil Watha scored 10 points
for the Raiders; Emir Medun-
joanin end Bridges posted eight
apicco and Mike Patterson six.

Matt Wilde scored a game-.
high 22 points for West Bloom-
field (13-9), Grant added six,
Cordney Petty five, Jonathan
Merritt and Luke Filar four

apices. .

In a low-scoring, defonsive
struggle, North led 11-7 after
ono quartoer and 24-20 at half-
tirne, but West Bloomfield waa
ghead after three periody, 32-30.
. °I think they're a very good

teom, too,
said of tho Lakers. “They did a
very good job in the post. They
have threo solid, big kids, a
great shooter in (Wilde) and
their guards handle tho ball
well”

Negoshian meant it as a com-
pliment when ho snid his players
thought West Bloomficld would
be among the top five or aix
toams in the Weatern Lokes
Activitics Assuciation.

The Raiders tied with Walled
Lake Western for tho WLAA reg-
ular-songson championship, but
the top half of tho league was
well balanced,

“They would have been one of
thoso teams in our league fight-
ing it out for the chnmpionship,
and that’s our kids giving them a
1ot of credit,” Negoshian eaid,

North was 16-0(-49 {.306) from
the floor and West Bloomficld
13-0f-40 (.326), The Raiders
made 11 of 17 free throws and
throo of 17 threcs®the Lakers

made 14 of 20 and three of 10, °

reapectively. .

Rypkowski paces Salem to district crown

1Y C.J. RISAK
STAFF WRITER

What Novi wanted, it got.

The Wildcats had absorbed a
lot from Plymouth Salem in their
district final Friday at Plymouth
Canton, and they were hanging
in there, They trailed by four
after thres quarters (47-43) and,
with 4:28 remaining, it was still
a five-point game.

But one thing Novi couldn’t do
was contain all of the Rocks vari-
ous weapons, and in tho end, it
led to their demise — 62-53.

The district championship was
Sualem's second in three years,
and it sends the Racks (18-4) to
the regional at Birmingham

Groves to play Detroit Northern
at 6 p.m, Tuesday, The final is 7
p.m, Thursday at Groves.

“Wo werc right thore, right

where we wanted to be,” Novi
coach Pat Schluter aaid. “But
that's a very good (Salem) team.
I'm proud of the way my guys
played.”

Aaron Rypkowaki put on a
long-distance shooting display in
the first holf that gave Salem a
lead it never lost. The 6-foot-2
aenior drained six three-pointers
in tho first half, scoring 14 of his
team’s 18 first-quarter points
and 20 of the Rocks’ 30 first-half

markers.
Novi (11-11) had the early

Falcons /o s

lead, rattling off 11 straight
points in tha first quarter to
open up an 11-5 lead with 3:08 to
go. But Rypkowski roplied, first
with a steal and g layup, then
positioning himself at the wing
on the outside of the three-point
circle and nailing three consecu-
tive triples. .

The Wildcats scored the first
five pointa of the second quarter
to tio it at 16, but now some
other Rocks were awakening
offensively. Each team scored
six-stroight points, Novi tying it
at 22-all on Brent Dicken's
threc-pointer with 2:32 left in
the haif. .

But two more Rypkowski

threes, sandwiched around two
Tony Jancevski free throws, gave
Salem a 30-23 halftimo lead.

“He's one of the most completo -

players we've had in a while,”
said Salem coach Bob Brodie of
Rypkowski, “And he can score in
the clutch. He beat Bellovjlio on
& last-second shot. That's the
mark of a good player”

Rypkowski finished with 26
points; Adam Wilson had 10, Rob
Jones nine and Jancevski eight.
Novi was led by Chad Nadolini's
14 points; Sean Brislin had 12,
Kyle Snearly acored nine and
Dicken notted eight. :

Now comes Northern, a team
Salem beat 76-62 Dec. 28, |

B
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avenged a 73-65 loss to Harrisen
earlicr this season.

“Wo used that as positive, the
fact we played them carlier and
loat at their place,” Farmington
coach Denny Mikel snid. “The
sccond time around sometimes
the other team has a harder time
getting up for a team it beat.

“The kids were positive all
week. We had nothing to lose;
nobody cxpected us to be (in the
fina)). We used all that and got it

into the kids' heads that any-
thing can happen. And the kids
believed they could win.” .

Gilchrist, who scored a careor-
high 17 points, didn't play
against Harrison on Feb. 16,
becnuse he was out of town dur-
ing winter break.

The 6-foot-3 junior scored 12
points in the second half, includ-
ing back-to-back triples that put
the Falcons in frent and ignited
their torrid shooting over the

final 10-plus minutes.

“Garlin’s strong point is shoot-
ing the ball,” Mikel said. “If
thero’s ono thing Garlin can do,
it's shoot tho ball, and ho came
through for us tonight.”

Justin Milus followed with 11
points for Farmington, which
made 13 of 20 second-half field

goals. C.J. Whitficld and Chad ~

Seaborn added nine apiece and
Matt Mikel cight,
The Faleons, who were 6-0f-12
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from the floor in the third quar-
ter and 7-of-8 in the finale, made
12 of their last 15 attempts.’

*Wo just kinda got tho
momontum at the right time,”
Mikel said. “How do you explain
momentum? Somotimes you
have it and sometimes you don't.
We got it and ran with it."

The Hawks led 31-27 in the
third period, but the Falcons fin-
ished with a 10-0 run. Following
a Seaborn free throw, Gilchrist
sank consecutivo threes, and
‘Whitfield capped the surge with
a driving layup and three-point
play.

Farmington stayed hot in the
fourth quarter. The Falcons
mude soven atraight shots before
missing their final attempt to
win going away.

Milus made two baskets, Whit-

field, Mikel, Gilchrist and
Seaborn ono each as the Falcons
extended their lead to 52-34 with
half the finnl peried still to play.
“The best tcam won tonight,”
Harrison coach Mike Teachman
said. “Wo pride ourselves on
being a cohesive group, and we
wero protty cohesive tonight. We
can pass the blame around.”

Andrew Burt scored a game-
high 19 points for Harrison,
which followed a 1-for-18 second
quarter with 27-percent shooting
(8-0f-30) in the second half. Joo
Hundley had ecight points; Matt
Reed, Nick Hall and Rory Huff
added five apiece.

Unlike the first mecting, in
which the Hawks led 21-9 after
one quarter, the Falcons stayed
cloge, trailing 14-12 at the end of
the first period and 22-21 at

TONIGHT, MAR. 14 © 7 PM

halftime.

*In tho first half, we had cight :

to .10 unforced turnovers,”

Teachman said. “That could
have been 0 big margin, and we
gave them life.”

“The firat time (Harrison)
came out and got aggressive on
us in the first quarter, and the

other three were equal,” Mikel

said. “We worked on not letting
them get a jump on us, and we
worked on their trap {dofense)
overy doy in practice.”

With only one senior on Farm-

ington's team, the Falcons were .

looking boyond the district final
Friday to next season.

“This is a good win for our pro-
gram and something wa can
build on next year,” Mikel said.

“We didn't qualify for the

WLAA tournament, so we got to |
play teams we were better than.

Even though we weren't playing
the best teams in the league, we

got some confidonce and started |

to play better, and it carried

aver.
“I told the kids 'It's a new sca. -
son; it's 0-0 and let's seo what |

happens.’

The Hawks finish the scason

with a 13-8 record.
“It's too bad you alwnys have
to end on a loss, because this ia

Seed #1 vs. Seed #4 Game VS. ATLANTA HAWKS . just an outsianding group of
5:00 PM 7:30 PM Pistons Player Card to N Fhyrva done so much for
first 4,000 fars Harrison High School as o group. .

Seed #2 vs. Seed #3
8:30 PM .

It hurts right now. Hopefully, :
thoy'll be able to be young and |
get over it quickly,” :

courtesy of Fleer/Shybox .
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KENNETI: K. KONOP, Astormnay, 1400 N
Woodward Avs, Suils 109, Bloomfald
Dk, NI €3304

BTATE OP MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT, |
COUNTY OF OAKLAND, Fils No. #3. |
267498-1%

Estats of BETTY ANN GRADOLPH, .
Scamend: Bl Becarity Numbee 38615 |

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
t Probate

&elpuigm

Tickets are $22.50, $16, $12 and $8
and are on sale now at the Joe Louis Arena Box Ofﬂce,/
all sExggasres; locations or charge by phone at

248.645.6666

7O ALL INTZRYATED PERSONS: .
Your intereet In the wetsie may be barred N
o alfected by the hllowing:

MARK-ACUIRRE NIGHT
THIS FRi.,, MAR. 19 ® 8 PM

V5. DALLAS MAVERICKS ¥
Mark Aguirre Collectors’ Serles Poster b L%j
First 4,000 fans ceartesy of 2LEEDD

L ‘SALE AT THE PALALE B0

248)377

whoas ast ko address was
119) Clen Tolat Court, Blosmileld Hills, M
43304 died January &, 1999.
An insirumant dsted Decerber 2, 1968 has
baen admitted s the will of the dewased.
Crediloes of e decessed are notified that alt
ttaims againsi the estate witl be forever
rred ualoss presesisd to ot
parmons] represasiative, Pau) L Geadolph,
1191 Glen Foint Count, Ricamfield Hilla, M1
, o0 1o both the + porsonal
representaiive 46d the Osdland County
Probal Tologrn

o , 121 s
Michiran 4341, within 4 monthe of the deta
of publication of thia patics.

Nodbe fa further giree that the setate will be
Aherenfior asslgnad and distributed to the
perons eatitied te it
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