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. Winning: Longacre Elementary Schools’ firs
the Mind competition includes: front row (from left); Clara Yoon,

‘Danielle Graessle, Chelsie Hennick, Matt Watson; back row, Lindsay--:
Fredericks, James Graessle, David Piskorowski, PRI e

Longacre team takes
first in Odyssey effort

acé team in Odyssi

gacre El tary School stud b a di t
the recent Odyssay of the Mind compe-
ition came in first in their division, out of
17 schools throughout the region. ~ .
_Team members included fifth-graders

James Groeasle, Cholsie Honnick,
Matthow Watson, Lindscy Fredericks,
David Piskorowski and third-graders

ol
an origin’n.l psodu:t‘;nd the resolution of
1 : o husi s

P 1
Longacre’s OM squad croated a prop
that must change direction, size, nppear- -
ance, movo unother object or product orig-
inol music. Lo B .
Team members choaa the moon as their

- Danlollo Graessle and Clara Yoon.
Tho team's presentation involved a
#ales transaction between two or more co-

location, a water wachine that could tam /.
rocks into water, an cvil sorcerer tryingto © .
dry up all water on ths moon; moon peo-

. workers and their customors. Essentiel plo as the customer and a fast-growing
. he

OBITUARIES :

WARREN L PELL .
Memorial services for Warren L, Pell, 84, of
Farmington will be 11 a.m. Saturday, Mzreh 27, at

. Nardin Park United Mcthodist Church with the

Rev. Katherine GrofT officiating.

Mr. Pell, who died March 8 at Huron Valloy
Sinai Hospital in Commerce, was born Sept. 13,
1814, in Buffalo, N.Y. Ho was 4 charler member
and officer of & men's senior golf league and a life
membor of B.P.O.E. and a member of the Ameri-
can Legion, .

Survivors include his wife, Harriet, sons Gregory
(Judy), Gary (Phylliss) and Bill; sister Mary (Al)

Norman; two grandchildren; and soveral nieces
and nephews,

Visitation is at Heenoy-Sundquist Funeral
Home, 23720 Farmi Road in Parmi;

Memorials may be sent to the American Heart
Association or to Nardin Park United Mothodist
Church,

WAYHE LOUISE ESCHLER

Memorial sexvices for Wayne Louige Simmons
Turnbull Eichler, 90 of Farmington Hills will bo 2
p.m, Saturday, March 20, at Kirk in the Hills Pres-

yterian Church, 1340 W, Long Lako Road in
BloomGeld Hills,

Mrs, Eichler, who died March 4, was born March
12, 1808, in Detroit and waa a graduate of Casa
Tech High School. She was a past president and
life member of the Farmington Garden Club, an
ordained deacon at Kirk of the Hills Presbyterian
Church and a member of the Orchard Lake Coun-
try Club. Sho is remembered for driving a buck-

an assembler for the Burroughs Corp. for 35 yeare,
rotiring in 1978, She was a lifelong Flymouth resi-
dent. She enjoyed dining out, square dancing and
spending time with family. She was a lifelong

ber of $t, Paul’s E: lical Luth Church
in Livonin.

Survivors include daughter Janet (Michacl)
Flovin of Novi; brothers Willinm (Betty) Esch of
Plymouth and Herman (Elaine) Esch of Grayling;
two grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. .

Preceding her in death were her husband,
Clarence, and brother Harvey.

Burial was at Glen Eden Cemetery in Livonia,
Memorials may bo sent to St. Paul's Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 17810 Farmington Road, Livo- -
nia 48152, .
MSATTHEW JAMES WILLER - :

Funeral services for Matthew J. Willer, 18, of
Farmington will be noon Monday, March 15, at St.
Gerald Church in Farmington with the Rev. .
Daniel W, Cave officiating. .

Mr. Willer, who died March 12 at Willinm Beau-
mont Hospital in Royal Oak, was born Aug.1, -
1982, in Southfield. He was & sophomore at Farm-' -
ington High School. :

Survivors include parents Wendy J. Conway of
Formington and Larry (Beth) Willer; brother
David Willer; sistern Becky Willer and Carcline
Conway; grandparents Carol {(Jeffrey) Starr, J.B.
and Evelyn Willer and Robert Denison.

Burinl will be at Acacia Park Cemetery, Birm-
ingham. Memarials may be sent to Families in
Action. Heeney-Sundquist Funeral Home in Farm-

board into town te pick up groceries, ington handled the arrangements. =
Survivors include daughters Mnn!yn (John) CLARA IRENZ NCCLOUD
Dewar of F on Hills and k (James) Funeral services for Clara Irenc McCloud, 97 of
ClnrtufE%sc;lifxnmm six and nine | Farmington Hills, & ly of Redford, will be 10
great-gran! L "
in death was her husband, Ray, in a.m. Monday, March 16 at Thayer-Rock Funeral .

1985,

Thayer-Rock Fureral Home in Farmington han-
dled the arrangements. Memorials may be sent to
the Kirk in the Hills musie fund.

INA A. JARVIS

Funeral services for Ina A, Jarvis, 81, of Ply-

mouth were Saturday, March 13, at the Schrad:

Home, 33603 Grand River with the Rev. Robert
Bough officiating. ot

Mra. McCloud, who died March 12, was born
Nov. 10, 1901 in Jowa, Sho was formerly employed *
by D.J. Healy in Detroit as an assistant buyer. She |
enjoyed reading and crossword puzzles, -

Survivors include son John of Farmingtan Hills, '
one dchild and two Jehild: ;

Howell Funeral Home in Plymouth with the Rev.
James Hoff officiating.

Mra. Jarvis, who died March 10 in Farmington
Hills, was born Feb, 17, 1918, in Livonia. She was

; of tho p ion include
teamwatk, creativity and cooperation. Tho
" presentation waa required to includo a

money tree. as pay or tho
sald Longacre OM spokeswomnn Marleno
Graessle. o

CLARIFICATION

These intereated in attending
“Many Faces: Ono Future,” a
diveraity conference at Oakland
Community College — Orchard

. -'gldge campus, should contact
(Poury u

(248) 489-3349, and not the
phone number listed in Thurs-
day’s Observer.

The conference ia scheduled
from March 18-20, and is co-

Public Schools, Onkland Schools,
and the Farmington Multicultur-
uill/Multimcinl Community Coun-
cil.
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2 allow an unlimited number of charter schools in Michigan.

Charter schools—promises must be kept

ball

teve Joh in keeping p: Asa J of the Saginaw Career
Complex charter school, Johnson promised high school students from Saginaw County 2
world class school-t0-work learning experience.

He promised that they would be working beside some af the area’s most
business. tabor and skilled trades professionals, And he promised that the school
fpen to any high schoo! student who wanted to attend.
- Johnson, a member of the h A (MEA), and the entire staff
Bave kept thelr word. Saglnaw Career Complex is a quality charter school with quality
teachers delivering a quality ed to about 800 g

*Quality educatlon always bolls down to dedicated teachers putting kids first,” said
ahnson, who teaches auto technology. "Charter or no charter, that's what education is all about.”
Unfortunately, such charter school success stories are the exception in Michigan.
Five years—-and milllons of dollars—into the state's experiment with charter schools
e cannot say that very many charter schools are doing what they promised they would do—
r what the law requires them to do. And yet the Legislature is polsed to remove the cap and

rominent
would be

Disturbing trends ,
Such a move is reckless in light of state and national research that clearly shows

charter schools are not r public ed On the contrary, recent studies

revealed disturbing trends such as:

* “Cookle cutter” schools run by profiteers.

Enroliment practices that eliminate unwanted applicants,

Few special education services.

Little exchange of information with the public or the education community.
Low student achievement. .

Two recent studies, conducted for the D of (MDE) by
Western Michigan University and Public Sector Consultants Inc., showed that charter schools
were per worse on dardized tests and had higher dropout and teacher turnover
rates than traditional public schools.

Not exactly high-guality school reform.

Charter schools are an experiment, They are independent public schools that don't have
to follow the same rules as tradittonal public schools. Freelng them from cumbersome regulations
was supposed to make it easfer for them to be innovative, flexible and responsive to student
needs and parent demands. Most charter schoals are a long way from meeting those goals.

But are they here to stay? The MEA helleves we must give thern a chance to answer the
question: Is this a good vehicle for {mproving public schools for all children? We must find and
Tearn from the successes such as the Saginaw Carcer Complex. And we must weed out the falures.

That will be impossible if the Leglslature removes the cap.

The state does not keep track of the 140 charter schools already out there. Creating
more without a plan for monltoring them could undermine the experiment altogether.

Accountability key to quamx

Nearly all of the charter schaols that articl
staff had never visited thelr schools—never checke
curriculum, thelr business practlces. -

Traditional public schools on the other hand are increasingly held accountable for
such things as test scores, dropout rates, teacher quality and parental involvement,

Maybe that's why It was natural for Steve Johnson and his collca%ues to strive to live
up to their promises. The Saginaw Carcer Comrlex had been a traditional ,
public schoal skills center run by Saginaw Public Schools unti! the stalf
decided to convert to a charter school three years ago. Converting allowed
them to streamline the enrollment process and tncrease per pupll funding.

“There is nho oversight from the state,” Johnscn said, "But because we
started off as a traditional public school, we learned to do things right. And
we didn't become a charter school to lower our standards or get away with
anything. That's the problem with so many charters out there. They're Just not
held to the highest standards.” -

Research—and common sense—clearly shows that the Legislature
ought not promise more charter schoals untll charter schools prove they can

live up to their promises. Q a

Prexident, Michigan Education Axsociation

traled in the studles reported that MDE
up on their enrollment practices, thelr
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Choice Award

Farmington Hilla
City Council
City Hall, 474-6116
7:30 p.m. Monday, March 16
Agenda items include:
# Proclamation in Remem-

report of tho
brance of the Holocaust Victims C: iBsi

HILLS AGENDA :

® Consideration of adoption of
resolution regarding I-276 recon-
struction and noiso issues

B Presentation of annual
Historic D‘i'ntrict

great-gr -
Preceding in death were her husband George in
1963 and, daughter Patricia Tichauer in 1878, .
Burial will be at Mt. Olivet Cemetery in Detroit.
Memorials may be made to donor’s choice.

projected use of funds .

M Public hearing on continua
tion of consideration of applica.
tion requesting approval for cer-
tificate of need regarding cellu-
lar tower proposal for Haggerty -
Rond and Eight Mile .

and prescntation by Holocauat chairwoman
survivor Goldie Kaleh

& Proclamation in henor of
Eagle Scout James Clapp, III

M Recognition of Council mem-
ber Nancy Bates 88 winner.af tha .,
1999 Chili Cook-off, People’s

ty dovelol

or more
durin

by Ruth

& Consideration of adoption of
resolution in opposition to the
transfer of state TEDF funds

@ Public heurinﬂl communi- single family residential distri

ops bl grant.
golidated plan and 1999-2000  trict classification is now

nniversary
. ale,

Select carpets and rugs at incredible savings
now through Saturday, March 27, 1999.

8 Consider enactment of ordi-
nanco to reclassify property o
the north of 10 Mile, east o
Ridgeview Drive, to show RA

.con-.~.whare.QS-1, office service dis
shown.

RTTYPRFPYPr YRS

M

QUEENS
FINE CARPETS « SINCE 1964 o

4066 West Maple Road * Bloomfield Hills, Mi 48301  248.647.5250
Hours—Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri; 10-5:30 - Thurs.: 10~8:30 * Sat.: 10-5

FINE RUGS




