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POINTS OF VIEW .

Airlines: It’s time to reregulate

. G jven what air passengers have suffered

inrecent years, it's not at all surprising
that the “Passenger Entitleent and -

‘Compotition Enhancoment Act” got a favorable

hearing last weck in Washington.
Sponsored, among others, by Michigan’s

“Rop, John Dingell, D-Trenton, tho bill has two
‘parts. .

One would, in effect, re-regulate the airline

‘industry. It would require airlines to pay pas-

sengers’ damages if thoy get stranded for more
than two hours on a plane, increaso airline lia-
bility for lost or misdirected baggoge and dis-
courago passenger bumping when flights are
oversold. .
Over the years, T've become more and more
l of pta by gov to resolve

‘lations. Passing an “airline

JInfrastructure. .- .
" Tha airlines - Northwest among them - told

‘complex and subtle issues by passing yet more

laws or imposing more and more complex regu-
bill of

The legislation would also require the secre-
ligh and publicizo a

tary to b

ant

rights® probably won't do much harm, but I
seriously doubt that long-suffering air passen-
gers will got instant relief thrqugh the actions
of the House Committee on Transportation and

the committee that re-regulation wouldn't work
and would likely drive up costs, They argued

‘that tho industry, left to itself, would cure -
‘whatever problems might exist. Thoy’re right.

‘But my skopticism of government regula-
tions is, if anything, overmatched by my dis-
trust of an industry with magnificently devel-

‘oped instincts for profiting through monopoly

rather than good service and competitive prie-
ing.

Here's Rep. Dingell on the subject: “Since
1978 we have had lated Ly

the rights of air passen-
gers. ‘And it would authorize reports ranking
costs for various domestic routes among air-
lines and relate those
costs to the degree of

rather than regulated monopoly or competition.
It has lted in i a ey e .
diminished choice, and higher prices in many

1 In Detroit, etatistics indicate that
new entrant Pro Air saved consumers $180
million by introducing price competition.

“In fact, for Northwest Airlines - the domi-
nant carrier in the Detroit market - the fare
between Dotroit and the Wnuhil:gwn area

v infl b

to be directly  whather a
competitor is in the market. 'Pro Air operates
from Detroit to Baltimore-Washington Interna-
tional airport for about $100 and so does
Northwest. However, Northwest also flies
directly into National Airport where it faces no

‘competition from Pro Air — for about $400.”

That's why the second part of the bill - to

‘change the ground rules in dir travel to pro-

mote market competition — has far more poten- -
tial

The legislation would give the Secretary of
Transportation the power to create, withdraw
or auction landing slota at airports so as to
increase competition between airlines. (North-
weat Airli for 1 s nearly 60
percent of the flights and 80 percent of the air
pagsenger traffic at Detroit Metro Airport by
owning the majority of landing gates. Other
airlines control monopolistic “fortress hubs” -
Atlanta (American), Cincinnati {Delta), Salt
Lake City, (United) are examples - by similar
means.

market concentration # Up to now,
possessed by airlines at alrline passen-
their hubs. gers ~ at least
All this makes sense.  those without a
m‘:le’:;e':w-;‘gm law degree and
;hose withoutgx;ol:w ’ ;gmsp‘a‘:r of
egree and a pair asse
of glasscs to assist rend- 258Ist reading
ing the fino print on the fine print
:}i::kim:i-hh(:vo l:w is:y of on tickets -
eir rights when being
abused by airlines. And :.;:lel‘ :,‘Ié,l::a of
bjective studies detail- hen bel
ing how ticket prices go when l‘lg
 up when airlines abused by air
‘monopolize hub air- lines. And
ports will be a valuable  objective stud-’
first step.
First step to what? :.e:wda?:g{' g . N
'To an amendment to H
antitrust laws such that P ces go up
any airline holding a when alrlines
lchold on a given monopolize hub
hub - say, 60 percentor  alrports will be
more of flight depar- a valuable first
tures or more than 70 step.
percent of p -
traffic — would auto-
matically be in violation
of anti-monopoly
statutes.

The remedy? Giving the Secretary of Trans-
portation the power to compel monopolistic air-
lines to sell gates to competing carriers 50 as to
allow competitive forces room to work in
fortresa hubs. . «

The result? Improved service and reduced
ticket prices.

Carry on, Rep. Dingell!

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that
otwns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-204 7,

Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@oconline.com
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“Since the 1970s, doctors at the Michigan Eyecare Institute have performed
over 15,000 refractive procedures and helped thousands of people improve
their vision. We own our FDA-approved Excimer Laser and will match any
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 not decide an issue for hundreds of suiltions
ofjudicially disenfrunchised citizone, As you
know, federal judges are nat elected and
therefore, not accouatablo to the people-,
and, accordingly, if we err at all, judges™
should err on the side of advanding demmioc-
ratic, not elitist principles.- . ' oo

Clearly, this is n very complicated subjoct

and there are volumen written on this sab- -
ject and the foregoing discuasion is, by
necessity, an oversimplification. However, I
thought it ruight be belpful for you to bear
at least cne view from one judge whaoisa’

. Avlew _
his is in responso to Tim Richard's Feb.
11 column en the Federalist Society.
First, let me say the column was more,
benign than othors on this subject. Howev-
er, there are few principles which 1 believe
would be helpful in understanding the view
of the Federalist Society. .~ - .
The Federalist Society does not categori-
cally condemn judge-mada law — it cannot
and would not take such a position because
much of what is known as common law is

precisely that — judge-made law.  * member of the Federalist Society. g .
. Thesignificant point where the Federal- Judge Henry W, Band
ist Society differa from the judicial philoso- Micki Court of Appenl
phy know ng “activism” is in the arcna of o
“constitutionalizing” issuen. Snying an issue PPN
is controlled by the U.S. Constitution when ‘e
-1t is not, wrongfully takes the issue out of .
the arena for public debate and the decision Disturbed with I'Oads

awny from the voters by this judicial sleight
of hand. . ) S .
Let me give you an example ~ abortion.
"The pertineat question is not are you for or
+ against nbortion, but who should make that
tecision. The Federalist Society ds, .
carroctly in my view, that the abortion issue
is not one which is either endorsed or pro-
* hibited, much less addressed by, the U.S.
Constitution. .

‘What it regards as improper is the “con-
stitutionalizing” of thia and other issues so
that atates, through its voters and represen-
tatives, no longer have a say on whether
abortion, or other such key issues are legiti-
mate nor not. .

For example, you will recall that in the
doctor-assisted suicide case, the Supreme .
Court said — something which the Federal-
ist Socicty has been saying for years — that
the question of doctor-nssisted suicide is not
controlled by or even addressed in the Con-
stitution and therefore rests, as it should, in .
1 democratic society, with the people to vote
08 we did in Michigan, and as voters did in
Oregon. .

1 believo the central tenet of the Federal-
ist Society is intollectual honesty. That is, if
the legislature pasacs a law, it ig irrelevant
‘whether a judge likes or dislikes the legisia-

.. tion; judges simply should apply the law 28
written. To do otherwise, would be to take
away power from the people as surely as the
Upited State Supreme Court has improper-
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Ium an eighth-grade student in Fa'nﬂinm

_the roads in our city. I realizs that it takes

* money to moke repnirs, but I see v reason’ g
why a tax of some gort can't bo levied. |
Maybe if public awnreness was raised, more’

repairs, But when they begin constraction,

too much time ia spent repairing one road.
If repairs aro nceessary, they should be

complited in o timely manner, o ’

8abrina Eceneo,

Power Middle School

Farmington

]

Creative effort

jny Leno's sponsor had an ad on TV that
struck me very funny yesterday. °

Tho passengers on an airplane were fran-
tically searching for a pilot! I figured it was
a Northwest flight and that the pilot went.
on striko mid-flight and had bailed out
(leaving the plane in automatic drive)! It
turned out that the airbound gers

A very creative adl ' .
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No doubt thers are areas, be it Miranda C )

. or Gideon — where reasonable minds may
differ on whether or not the Conatitution
actually affords a right articulated by the
United State Supreme Court. However,
there are areas which are clearly in the
arena of the democratic process wherein the
people should vote and the courts should

ton, and I am disturbed at the condition of ’

action would take place, I believe that there s
are many roads in Farmington thatpeed - : :

wero just looking for a Pilot ball-point pen!

much you learn.”
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