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" Rocks last area team to exit tournament

BY U, RIBAK. .
8ponTs Eprton N

K -BASKETBALL

Ip ita four previous stato tour-
nament gnmes, Plymouth Salem
had managed to assert itsolf well
enéugh to take control of the
game by halftimé. Againat Ponti-
ac Northern Tucsday, that didn't
happen. B .

Tho ond result was a 70-64

loss, to the Huskies in a Class A

quarterfinn] played at Universi-
ty of Detroit Mercy's Caliban
Hall. The Rocks finish at 20-5;
Northern, now 18-7, advances to
Friday's Class A semifinals in
Enst Lansing against the Sagi-
naw, Arthur Hill-Muskegon win-
ner:

“Wo had toeld them about
(Northern's) quickness and shot-
blocking, but carly in the game
they didn't react too well,” said
Salem conch Bob Bredie. “And I
don't think we shot the ball par-
ticularly well.”

Both were koy factors in the
first-half hole the Rocks dug for
themselves, one they kept trying
to clow themsclves out of. They
almost made it in the sccond
half, but fell short. . L

After trailing by as many ai
13, Salem was within cight in
the closing seconds of the open-
ing half and had tho bail. But an
errant pass resulted in a break-
away layup by Northern's Nucle-
us Smith and a foul against
Salem’s Tony Jancevski — his
third of the game. Smith con-
verted the free throw, and the
Rocks trailed 40-29 at the brenk,

Aftor o third-quarter stand-
still, with noither team able to
suatain a scoring run, the Racka
broke through in the fourth as
the Huskies backed off.

*“[ told our kids we still wanted
to bo aggressive,” oaid Northern
coach Robert Rogera. “But some
kids are hard-headed. Wo need-
«¢d to be mare obedient and atick
to the game plan,

“Wo got a littlo curcless. But
we were glad to have that cush~
ion.””

Most of their 12-peint cushion

melted away as Selem mounted .

an 11-2 surge in the firat 4 U2
minutes of the period. Mike Kor-
duba, whe camoe off the bench
and apent a Jot of time filling in’
for Joncovsks at center, had
seven of tha 11 points, N

But that was as cloge aa Salem
could coma. Smith responded
with a lightning chargo down the
court, resulting in a layup; the
Huskies added anothor aix con-
socutive points, their 8-0 run
making it 62-51 with two min-
utes left. '

*Three-straight three-pointers
by Adam Wilson — his first, and
only, pointa of the game -
helped the Rocks get to within
four {68-64) in the closing sec-
onds, but the deficit proved too
big, their ahooting too erratic,
nn:d ultimately the opposition too

ood. .

Rob Jones was tho offensive
star for a Salem team that strug-

Faﬂc@ns from p;ge CI

gled ngainst tho shot-swatting .

Huskies. Jones, who had three of
his four first-quarter shots
blocked, hung in there to score
20 points; Korduba finished with
16 and Anron Rypkowski had 11.
Wilson scored nine and Jancevs-
ki had soven. . -
Smith, a 6-foot-3 sesior guard
who's being recruited by Toledo,
Dayton,.Villanova and Canisius,
led all acorers with 22 points —

16 coming in the first half.

Wiltie Jones ndded 13, Ricky
Morgan had 12, Lestor Abrams
scored 10 and ‘Norbert Masley
totaled nine. .

“Ii was n combination of a lot

’ of little things,” said Brodie. “Wo

gavo up too many offcnsive
rebounds and too many fast-
break baskets.”

Both enabled the Huskios to
establish themselves in tho first
‘half, The Rocks led just once in
the game — at 4-2. And that did-
n't last Jong; Northern outscored
them 17-3 over the next six min-

. utes and never again lrgl‘l_od. 3

were 8

game (80 porcent),.The Rocks
were 1-of-4 in tho first half (26
poreent) and 11-0f-17 for the
game (65 percont).

Northern's fost start allowed
them to lead 21-11 after one
quarter, with Smith accounting
for 11 first-quarter pointa.

“They werc gotting good

shots,” said Brodie. “Their dog-.

gone penotration, they were get-
ting by us.*

Said Rogers: *Our offenso
feeds off of our defense. When we
get turnovers, we're looking to
run and store,

“Wao've beon shooting around
62 to 84 porcent lately. We'vo
ghot the ball protty well all year.
That's because of good ball move-
ment and because we have guys
who can attack.”

Jones helped Salem make it a
single-digit deficit with 10 sec-
and-quarter points, but the lato
turnover led to Smith’s quick
basket and an 11.point halftime
1ead for the Huskics.

The Backa best chance at a
d came in tho opening

The
8-0f-10 froin the floor in the first
quarter (80 percent) and 13-0f-19
for the half (68.4 percent), Salem
‘managed to make just 5-0f-16
firat-quarter floor shots (31 per-
cent) and 13-0f-31 for the half
(42 percent). -

For the game, the Rocks were
24.0f-63 (38 porcent); Northern
was 22-0[-39 (68.4 percent).

Northern was also near-perfect
from the stripe in tho firat half,
making 12-0f-13 (92 percent); the
Huskies were 24-0f-30 for the

moments of the second half,
when Northern miased its firat
seven shota (three of thom dunk
1 pta). But Salem d
just two baskets'in the first
three minutes of the half, suffer-

* ing two turnovers.

“The kida never gave up,” con-
cluded Brodie, “We had a good
season.” . Co

A few broaks, a few makes,
and it might have been even bet-
ter, it's true. But It waa still a
dam good one. 1

Playoff action: Salem’s Aaron Rypkowski tries for two
of his 11 points in a state quarterfinal game f{‘uesday.

goala and 15 assists.

“Emilio ia a very skilled player
and is going to be very valuable
for.us,” Neff enid. “However, she
cannot do it alone.

“I'he whole offense is aimed at
hoiv we nattack in a variety of
ways, becauso we cannot just
depend on Emilie to carry us all
season long. It has to be a team
effart.”

Villemonte, who has 39 goals
and 22 nasists in threo varsity
scasons, isn't the only player
who can seore for Farmington.

The Falcons also return senior

forward Jamie Jukacki, their

second-leading scorer last serson

with 16 goals and eight assiats,
Sophomore forward Beth

- Kolacki has a season of varsity

soccer behind her, contributing
two goals and threo assists last
season, and junior forward
Molissa Nino was among the
leading scorers on the JV. -

“Our method of play is differ- -

ent from last yecar and, because
of that, the forwards have differ-
ent roles than in tho past,” Noff
paid, adding he has changed the
offensc. “There's the potential for

them to have large numbers, but

there's also the potential for '

them' to have n lot of nssists,
also,” .

‘The strength of the team could
be ita midficld, that despite the
loss of second-team all-stater
Angela DeDomenico, who is on
the soccer and ski teams at
Western Michigan University.

The Falcons have plenty of
players roady to pick up the
alack, nccording fo Neff. Thoy
arc sophomores Lorianne
DeDomenico and Beth Lefling-
well, senior Brynn Maki and

dig al[y
connection:1o

‘Smart and

juninr Kara Tweadey. All are
vargity veterans. Junior M:J]iss'u

Claire Lockhart,at sweeper and
senfor Olivin Nellums at outside
defand

Arnold will lend support in the
midficld. ) .
“We havo a very experienced
midfield,” Neff soid. *We're try-
ing to give a lot of options to the
attack.T want all of them to be

Freshmen.Julie Gottlicher,
who played for the under-14
Michigan Hawks, and Shanna
Barkume are cxpected to start at
outside dofender and stopper,
mlpec‘ﬁvcly.

Brouil-

will play Pincknoy,‘Ennt Kent-
wood and Farmington Hills

Mercy,

Following the Easter break,
tho Falcons play at Farmington
Harrison on Monday, April 12.

Farmington, which was 5-6-2
in the Western Lakes Activities
Association, will toughen up

threats. Wo'are lutely not
going to be a one-person attack,
becausa that just won't work.”
‘The Falcons have a first-rate
gonlkeoper in junior Dana
Wantin, who played superbly in
the district final against Groves.
Wantin became the startor
last season whon Kate Adams
was injured and played in 12 1/2
gamics for a total of 1,002 min-
utes. Sha had 3.7 shutouts and
allowed 1.4 goals per gamo.
“Dana stepped up and we did-
n't lose o stop because of how
well she filled in, and she took us
all the way to that very dramatic
game at Groves,” Neff said. “It
was quite a season, and Dana
was important to that, We nced
her to be aa good or bottor this
year”
Farmington returns senior

lette and senior Michelle Martin
can play a marking back position
or atopper, :

*Wo etarted with a lot of confi-
dence (defensively) and decided
after the scrimmage. (last week
at South Lyon) we had a lot of
work to do,” Neff said,

*The other thing is we had try-
outs Monday and, by tho time we
had cuts and a little practice, it

. waa time to play the scrimmago.

Some things that needed to bo
done we didn't have done. »

“Hopefully, it will be better
this weckend and oven better by
the first game.”

Tho Falcons will attend a '

mega serimmage Saturday at
tho Light Guard Armory on
Eight Mile Road between Ryan
and Mound roads. Farmington
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n
hopea of doing well in the atate
tournament. .

But Neff points out perennial
power Bishop Foloy has moved
up to Division II this year and
Groves didn't lose anyone to
graduation.. - .

“Playing in the!:toughest
leaguo in the state, against the
very top teams in Division I, we
can't say, ‘Yeah, we're going to
go out and blow away (Ply-
mouth) Canton.’ Yet, the score
with ‘Canton last year was 4-2,
(Livonia) Stevenson and Canton
were tho only teama to beat us
by more than one goal:

“We l0st soven geniors, too. We
have good returners, and we're
trying to put together the beat
season we can. We're hopeful wo -
can do better than last year.™

“I had a good crew of freshman
last yeur, She was one of them,
obviously,” he said. .

The others were defender
Emily Houser, her midficlder
twin sister Abboy and midfielder
Lauren Licbowitz.

Harrison nlso got o transfer
from Farmington Hille Mercy,
sophomors Abby Adams. Sho'll
play midfield and will got signifi-

* cont minutes, whether sho starts

or not.

Another key team member is
midficlder Patty Moloney. The
team's goalkeoper ia junior
Moira Morel, a sccond-year
starter.

*She was much improved dur-
ing the indoor season,” Breuhan
snid. "Playing indoora really
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improved her skills o lot.”

Senior striker Oksana Petrova
and senior defender Sarah
Greene will also play key roles.

Juniors Angic Graves and
Amber Kocsis will play midfield.
Kocsis joined the varsity midway
through lnst scason after
injuries took n toll on Breuhan's
17-player aquad. .

“Wao take the approach we're
going to teat ourselves,” Breuhan
said. “Hopefully, we'll play a
decent game to the best of our
ahilities. :

“If we do that, we fecl wo're
successful whether we win or
lose, Yet, wo try to win every

* gama we play.”

Realistic against two-time
d ding state ch fon Livo-

Joining Adams a8 5

are
na DeMeyer, sophomore mid-
fielder Taylor Goad, sophomore
forward Arly Golombek, junior
defender Katherine Leik and
freshman forward Gail Pupillo.

Harrison opens its season at
5:30 p.m. Monday, April 12,
when it hoats Farmington,

Playing in the WLAA {an‘t
good for your record, considering
three or four toams are capable
of winning a regional or more.

nia isn't the samo as
realistic againat most echools
outside tho WLAA.,

“We try to set realistic gonls
for each team that we play,”
Breuhan said. “Realistic for ono
team isn't the same as for anoth-

er, .
“We'ro trying to keep up.
Everybody gota better and bet-

Ty
Including, Brouhan hopes, his
Harrizon Hawks,
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CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
31656 ELEVEN MILE ROAD
FARMINGTON HILLS, MI 48338-1165
N (248) 474-0118 *

ADVERTISEMENT *

The City of Farinington Hills Purchasing Divislon will sollclt soatod bids
during the next forty-fivo (45} daya for tha follawin ]

Concrete and Insulation ropaira

1099 City-Wido Landscape Dovelopment
Bpocificatlons may bo obtained by contacling tha' Central Services
ent. All bids must be submltted In accordanca with the bid

The Cliy of Farmingtan Hills renrvn& the right to m&s o rejoct any or ait
da, oither in part or In whale, Lo walve any formalitibs and to accept the
£1d which it betiaves to bo in the best intorest of tha City.

products’ and/or
1

3 .

KATHRYN A. DORNAN
. . Clty Clerk




