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S I——— tying classes for beginners and
FUND-RAISERS advanced tyera. Call (248) 650- .
WILD TURNIY FESTIVAL 0440 for moro ion. OUTDOOR (10 buiting
T e Mantts Chtos of SIS opeson, "

e Michigan .
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snnual Wil y Festival PAINT CREEX HIKE C
Saturday, Masch 27, ot Baldwin  Join membera of the South ommisaion is

High School. The festival fea
turca aeminara on ealling, gear,

the use of decoys and other hunt-

ing tochniques, There will also
Do door prizes, raffles and give-
aways. Proceeds from the event
will be used exclusively for
MWTHA's winter feeding pro-
gram. Far mare information call
Jim Maturen at (616) 832-2575.
DRAVTGN NATUAE CENTER

The Drayton Plaina Nature Cen-
ter is holding a bowl-a-thon
fund-raiser, 1-4 p.m. Sunday,
March 28, at Century Bowl in
Waterford, Proceeds from the
event will bo used ot the nature
center, which features 137 acrea
and {s open to tho public. Call
{248) 674-2119 for information.

WHITETARS URLIMITED
The Clarkaton Chaptor of White-

accepting public
comment at its
monthly mect-

Michigan Group Sierra Club on
a six-mile hike along the Paint

Creek Trail on Sunday, March ings through
28, Participants are asked to June on deer
meet at noon behind the Michi- rogulations for
gan National Bank on 14 Mile tho 1999 scason.

Road, just east of I-76, in Troy.

‘While the com-
Call Mike Scanlon at (313) 884-

mission expects

2214 for more information. to hear from hunters on many
e C—— issues from buck nnd antlerless
deor harvest quotas to season
SHOWS lengths and starting dates, the
top issue of concern among many
m%ud Michigan huntera is what to do, if any-

thing, about baiting.

The issuo of baiting is expect-
cd to be discussed in depth and
decided at the NRC's April 7-8
meeting at the Four Pointa Sher-
aton, 4960 Towne Conter Road,
in Saginaw.

In Michigan it’s legal for

‘Wildlife Art Festival, Michigan's
largest wildlifa art exhibit and
sale, will be held March 26-28 at
the Southficld Pavilion, Spon-
sored by the Michigan Wildlifo
Habitat Foundation, tho festival
annually raises money for
wildlife habitat improvement

talls Unlimited will hold o fund. _projocts statewide, Admission fa  unters to use bait such as orh,
raising banquet beginning at §7 adult and children under ago :ppllen, “"l"""'.' or augar '}“"
§:30 p.m. Fridoy, April 9, at tho 12 will be admitted free. ;)o ure deer l_nto range for a
Deer Lake Athletic Club in clean shot. Until recontly there
Clarkston. Tho ovent will fenture AMSaSmEEIsem= has b:tmu, n?ﬂ““&fﬂ]&i&m
9 support the idea that balti

nrl;:l:l dinner, mqucﬁan: ?:::f ?E’I’ROP“ARWEM :n r;dvnrn: nr!,‘{ecll’_;silt: t'lzolde:;
P : € R erd or a deer’s ability to local

:::: glition wildlifo and outdeor ot Metropark programa st wild food, Hawever, tha outbreak

lectibles and much more. Pro-

ceeds from the event will bo used
for conservation nnd youth relat-
cod projects. Tickets are $55 each,

$95 for couples and $35 for.
juniora 16 and under. Deadline
to purchase tickets is March 29,
To order tickets or for more

information call Tom Bushong at

(618) 781-8430.
TURKEY HUNTER'S

WORKSHOP
The Traverse Bay Chapter of the

Michigan Wild Turkey Hunters
Assoclation will hold ita annual
spring workshop on Saturday,
April 10, at the Northland -
Sportaman’s Club in Gaylord.
The workshop will feature pre-
sontations by the DNR's new
upland gamebird apecialiat, Al
Stowart, local wildlife biologista
and voteran turkey huntera.
There will also be door prizes,

reffles, a kids calling contest and

moro. Proceeds from the event
will be used exclusivaly for
MWTHA's winter feeding pro-

SEMINARS

BACKCOUNTRY COMMUNICATION
Learn sbout the new two-way
radios, their featurea and how
they can help you out in a back-
country adventure in thia class
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 31,
at REI in Northville, Call (248)
347-2100 for more information.

free while some require n nomi- of Bovine tuberculosis in Michi-

Wildlifo Division chief. “There
may be real biological issues
associated with baiting deer and
the potential for othor disease
outbreaks when animals aro con-
centrated at bait eites.” .

TB is a sorious disease caused
by soveral bacteria that attack
the reapiratory system. It is pri-
marily apread through the air
through coughing and sneezing.
Animals in close t
contact, such pa deer at a bait
pile, are susceptible to catching
the discase.

The TB outbreak in northeast-
ern Michigan came to light in
1994 when a hunter shot an
infected deer on a private club in
Alpena County. Deer

of private land and privato hunt.
ing cluba, Prior to last year,
when the NRC imposed a five-

gallon bait limit on the ground in .

DMU 452, it-was common prac-
tice at many of theas clubs, and
on private lands in other areas of
the state, to establiah uncon.
scionablo bait piles. Theso enor-
moua bait piles often consisted of
hundreds, even thousands of
pounds of bait. They attracted
hundreds of deer, which would
feed aide-by-side, nose-to-nose,
coughing, wheezing and breath-
ing on cach other, This excessive
interpretation of the baiting law,
which not only muzht deol:

! . but P
bers which

ment Unit 452 was established
8o the DNR could closely monitor
deer activity and the TB preva-
lence rates in the Infected area.
DMU 452 now encompasses the
entire five-county area - Alcona,
Alpena, Oscoda, Montmorency
and Presque Isle - in which the
outbreak has occurred.

As of January 20 of this year,
17,167 deer from DMU 452 had
been tested and 228 turped up
positive or suspect for Bovine
TB. In addition, some 23,441
head of live stock in the area
have been tested and three cattle
herds - one in Alpena County
and two in Alcona County - test-
ed positive and :;;e destroyed.

Creek, 1-800-477-7756; Indian
Springs, 1-800-477-3192; Kens-

*“The disease (TB) outbreak in
Michigan hos caused us to

ington, 1.800-477-3178. :’eavnlunw‘ the nut(n]n that bait-
MAPLE'S SWEET STORY ng is only a social problem,”
Visit the sugarbush and see how  8aid Becky Humphries, DNR
maple trees are tapped and the

sap collected, then stop by the

sugarehack and watch as the sap

is boiled into maple syrup during
e

thia program, whit willbe hLId

noon-3 p.m. weekend: .

the end of March at Kensington. MatuRe  Spring bird
A similar program is being NOTES ‘l;vn un & hu:
offered at Indian Springs. m ug“y different
m CLEANUP kinds are atill to
Spring cleanup days are sched- come.

uled at soveral Metroparks in 1f you want to

the upcoming weeks. Cleanup
days will be Saturday, April 3, at
\Saneo!t Mi.:l;h (}-800-4757-3175);

aturday, April 17, at Stony ! t wi
Creok (1-510-781-4242) and p - finchea tha A;’ﬂ
Motro Beach (1-800-477-8178% - - vy-~pss IMoed 2

begin preparing
for those colorful
warblers and

R V.

nal fee. Advanced registration gan's whito-tailed deer herd has  The disease has spread into
and a motor vehiclo permit are raised serious that the i i in the area.

quired for all pi . Call t contact that occurs  Five coyotes, two raccoons and
the respective parks toll freo at at bait piles perpetuates the dis-  one black bear, tested positive for
the following numbers: Stony case, TB. This isn’t too surprising

since these animals will eat the
carcass and viscera of & dead
deer and most likely contacted
the disease this way.

DMU 452 is comprised largely

cific bird could be confused with
in North America,

National Geographic and Tho
Golden Guide both caver birds of
North America.

If you plan to travel in the
U.S., theso books will help you
identify practically everything
you might eee. Range maps on
the facing page of the portraits
will help you detsxmine where

tobo found.

paintings by exccllent artists,
who can position the bird so

xyyre=
and Saturday, April 24, at Lake are & fow
prlo (1-800-477-3188) and Kens- thoughts

ington (1-800-477-3178). what book(s) to buy to help you.

TRAVELS WITH A NATURALIST
Nature photographer Alan
Charnley presents a potpourri of
his latest work during this pro-
gram at 7:30 p.m. Friday, March
26, at Stony Creek.

SKY SEARCH

Junior girl scouts can complete
all the requirements for their

Bird watching has become a
very popular outdoor activity.

The most recent data I have
comes from & 1996 survey by the
federal government, In 1986,
17.7 million people took a trip to
watch birds.

Wildlife watchers spent $16.7
million dollars on equipmeont,

Sky Search badge during this like books. Because there is guch
il loarn the  rogram, which willbeheld & WA ey sompanies aes
H h hout the day on day, v
basics of the sport of cycling dur- ] getting into the market,
ing this class, which begins at 7 m”' at Kensington. As a result there is a lot to

p.m. Wednesday, April 7, at REI
in Northville. Call (248) 347-
2100 for more information.

POWER
Expericnce the thawing pawer of
nature and ace what life is

choose from these days.
“In the beginning,” there was
the Roger Tory Peterson Field

beginning to stir in the ficlds, : . N :
STEELHEAD FISHING Guide to Birds, first published in
Motro Weat Steelheadors will  ooda and swamps of thopark 1954,

present a free seminar on steel- m g?g‘:‘ﬂ f""‘ unday, More recent editions persist
head fishing beginning at 7:30 March 28, at Kensington. today and it is considered one of
p.m. Tuesday, April 13, at Gar-  FULL MOON WALK the best, despite the competition.
den City High School, The semi- A naturalist-led hike under the The Peterson Eastern Guide,

nar will include discussion on
river and lake fishing, trolling,
drift boats, planer boards and
other offehore tactica, The semi-
nar is held as part of the regulor
monthly mecting of the Metro-
‘Weat Steelheaders fishing club
and the public is welcome to
attend. Call Dominic Liparoto at
(248) 476-5027 for information.
YOUTH FLY FISHING

The Michigan Fly Fishing Club
will host its annual Youth Fly
Fishing Scheol from 10 a.m. to 8
p.m. Saturday, April 17, at the
Walled Lake Outdoor Education
Centor. Cost is $25 per person
and class size is limited. To reg-
ister and for more information
call Dale Ross at (734) 420-2233.

FLY TYING
Paint Creck Outfitters in »
Rochester offers a varicty of fly

Starts Fridayl
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light of the “Bluo Moon” - the
gecond moon of the month -
begins at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
March 81, at Kensington.

covering birds east of the Great
Plains, limits the number of
birds and consequently the num-
ber of possiblo birds that a spe-

VALUE
N NIGHTS
Every Savorpay & Suxpay HoME GaME |

Incrunes: | ricxey, 1 HOT Dog, 1 T-sumr & 1 sopa

This Sanday » March 28}
7PH
vs. Manitoba

Yipurs Cord Sheet b the icst 2,500 fons
courtesy of:

®

5l

Tresusocn|
Fridhon §-7¢341. 5 108
i g GAZ Corwnarcs.
Ral, Livonts

31091
(it Srrmnen £ (Aot 0 prves Sr L o o]

Lt e 15w At ot
[ ]

On Sale at The Palace Box Office
or Call (248) 377-0100

FICXETS AL40 AVAILANLE AT AEFCAPwY

vislt our website st www.palacenet.com

important field marks, distin-
guishing features, can ba por-
trayed.

These arc the marks, colors, or
potterns that bird watchers use
to scparate one specics from
ancther.

Some of the more recent field
guides use paintings, but they
try and make them look like

SAT., MARCH 27*

1 deer
exceeded the carrying capacity of
the land, {a thought to be a large
part of the reason the disease
has maintained itself in & free-

at it's April meeting what it
should do ebout baiting in the
reat of the state. It has four
options. The commission can
choose to do nothing and ieave
thinga the way they are. It can
outlaw baiting completely. It can
establish & five-gallon on the

limit, or it can blish

, time have missed th

NRC to address deer hunting issues

bait. -

Baiting has becomo such com-
mon practics in the last 10 years
that many hunters who have
joined the ranks during that
e chance 1p
learn what deer hunting is really
all about.

To search out natural food

sources, bedding areas and con-
necting trails brings excitement”

to the sport. Patterning deer as

tain amount of sntisfaction’ "’
gained in scouting, learning the

daily habits of a deer, then out-
witting it on its own turf.
Baiting sometimes interfore:

with this learning process

beeause some hunters rely solely
on the use of bait. They realize if
they stay on a bait pile long
enough deer will eventually

appear. N
A small bait pile can be a ben-
eficial aid in positioning a deer

for a quick, lethal shot. But I .

these areas is half tho ™

B

don’t feel that the use of prepos- -

terous amounts of beit, which'

upset the natural habits of the'
whitetail, is what deer hunting
is meant to be.

Let's end&hhﬂagmnf.abuu of
a benofici

ice, limit the

a five-gailon per-day limit.
Let me set the record straight
right now. I am not against bait-

ing.

But I am against a sickly deer
herd and if baiting is the reason
for the spread of TB - as recent
date seems to indicate - let's take
care of the problem. Why take a
chance of riencil

size of & bait pile, and get back

to learning the ways of the
whitetail.
‘What do you

you think? .
Let the NRC know how you',

feel. Mako the trip to Saginaw’ °

next month and attend the NRC

meeting. Public comment is wel- *

come beginning at 4:30 p.m.

s another
outbreak in another part of the
state just to appease a handful of
hunters who don’t know, or want
to know, how to hunt without

works of art.

Elaborate backgrounds are
painted with trees, mountains,
barns and other distracting fea-
tures,

When you try to identify an
unknown bird for the first time,
it can be distracting to see lots of
miscellaneous things on the
page.

You need to soe the features of

‘birds quickly before the Teal.

bird flies ;wny.

Peterson paints just the bird

and a hint of habitat with each
portrait. The Geographic and
Golden books add a little more
distraction, but not too much.

Recently, Stekes came out
with field guides to the eastern
and western birds of North
America. They chose to use pho-
tographs for their portraits.
Though it may sound enticing to
have the actual bird portrait and

v , April 7. Persons
who wish to address the comumis-
sion should contact Teresa Gol
en at (617) 373-2352 one week
advance. .

Books offer helpful hints to bird watchers®

not an artists’ representation, I
still like the paintings.

Photographs show one bird, '

ticular species.

ern Flicker in the Stokes book.

The photographa chosen do not.-
show the white rump feathers
.- and’ the

llow shafta in the

but they do not show all the field
marks needed to identify a par- .

A good example is the North- .

Both these field marks are

used to identify this bird from a
distance, yet they are not vepre-
sented in the photographa.

My personal favorits for be,
ners is the Peterson field guide.
As you feel more comfortabl
with bird watching, it will b

good to get another field guide as

a cross reference, but I woul

Good birding.

start with the Peterson Guide

BUFFALO BLIZZARD ¢ 7:00

*CP| PHOTO DAY - 1st 2,000 Fans Receiva FREE Photo of Bryan “Goose” Finnerty.
BALTIMORE BLAST * 7:00

SAT., APRIL 3

FAN APPRECIATION DAY!
DETROIT'S OTHER GREAT TEAM SHARINQG THE JOE.
darm good Joo Louis Arena.,

For some

fun, hang with the Rockars this asason at

Tickots are availablo at the Joe Louls Arena Box Office or call: 313-3968-7070
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