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Ali-Observer

Western Lakes trio dominates honors team

The Big Thres in Observerland

S ———
B SWIMMING

— Plymouth Balem, Livonia
‘and North Farmi

g

ton — had a dominating influ~

once on the 1§99 All-Observer
and toam.

All three had succesaful years.

Salem won ity seventh atraight
Western Lakes Activities Associ-
ation title; erth Farmington
was undefented in dual meots
with victories o
and Stevenson had the highest
finish at the stite meat,

In the Class A championships,
the Spartans werc 10th, Raiders
11th and Rocks 12th with four
points separal U] N

‘Each team has four individu-
alo on the All-Observer first and
second teams. Salem relays
carned two firgt-t berths;
three North Farmington relays
ware recognizal and one Steven.
son relay.

This year's pil-area team has
five repeat sekctions — Steven-
son’s Keith Fa'k and Joe Bublitz,
Redford Cathdlic Ce; 's Ryan
Meekins, Nojth Farmington's
Matt Zald a1d Salem’s Brian
Mertens.

Meekils and Falk scored
in two indivicual events each at
the state med. Salem's Androw
Locke, Westiknd John Glenn's
James McPartlin and Bublitz
scored in one ipiece.

The 1889 AR-Observer team:

|
FIRST-TEAM INDIVIDUALS
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Katth Falk, 20 , Stevenson:
Falk, a four-tine member of the All-
" Obsprear

Hia feadoff tihe of 47.43 In the 400
freestylo rolay vould have put him 11th
In the 100 freedyle at the state meet.

Falk's statomoet tima In the 200
treestylo i3 a xhool record. Yhe four-
time ailstater icored nina times in the
state meot {sk indlvidunl swims and
three rejoys). |

“Kelth Is ony of the best swimmers
ever st Steverson High,® cooch Doug

excels at oll of them. He'
and out of the pool. Ho Is very discl-
plined in his tiaining and will do very
woll at the nextiovel.”

Jos Bublitz| 200 IM, Stavenson:
Bublitz finished third In the Individual
Mmediny at'the state meot with o time of
4:53.82 and his a chance to post an
All-Amorican tine.

He also wis the Western Lakes
champlon In the 200 IM and finished
second In the backatroke (8 school
record In 54.38).

Stevenson's $00 freestyle relsy team

nlso togk 10tk In Claas A as Bublitz
recarded sn Inprassive 100 split of
46,43, "
*Joe’s time (n the 200 (M Is the
fastest IM ) have ever coached,” Buck-
fer sald. “Soa iy Just a sophomare, but
he Is alraady ona of tho bast swimmers
in Stevenson higtory.

“1 ook for grpat things out of Joe the
naxt two yamrs. Ho's very coschsblo and
Is & groat sll-around man.

*You will see groat times out of Joa
before his carenr Is over at Stevenson.”

Matt Zaid, $0 freestyls, N. Famuing-
toa: Zald finished fifth in tha state and
broke his own sehool record (o the Class
A prelims with a time of 21.54, He also
set & North Farmington pool record of

1.68.

Zold was tho Oskisnd County and
Western Lekes chompion In the 50; he
was undefeated in dusl meats, too, Zald
also placed 13th Intha 100 freestyte
(47.64) at the state meet.

Andraw Locks, BO freestyle, Salem:
Locka had the fastast 50 freestyle time
In the ares, swimming 21,18 In the
stote-meet prelims. He pinced siath in

er the other two, .

he stoto finals snd was the WLAA mun- |

ner-up,

Locke, who was named MVP of the
Salem tenm, was on the All-America
200 fraastyle roley teom last yest. He
was AILWLAA this yoor In the mediey
reley, 100 freesiyla and 400 freestyle
rotay,

*Andrew has been one of the orea’s
bost sprintors tha past four years,*
coach Chuck Olson sald. "As a sanlor,
he proved to be one of the best in the
state.” :

Jou Lebovic, diving, N. F

monces,”, Olson aald,

200 freastyle, Salom: Andrew Locke,
Matt Caallias, Aaron Shelton and Mike
Johnson won the WLAA champlonship
and finished fiRth In tha Class A finals.
Thair tima of 1:27.28 at the state meet
wos tho baat In Observeriand this yeas,

400 freestyls, N. Farmingtoa: Bron-
don Digia, Matt Zald, Jim Gadriel and
Mark Wachsberg placed elghth in the
stote meet with a timo of 3:14.23, the
best swim by an sres team Lhis yoer.
The Ralders would've been WLAA cham-
plona but were disqualified. Thoy also
set a North Farmington pool record of
3:18.51.

Lebovic was undefeated o dunl meels

with & high score of 261.76, which Is -

also an Obsarvariond bast. He placed
saventh In the Oakland County meet
(357,85} end the reglonat {366.95), the
Intter quallfylng him for state. Labovic
was a fourtime qualifier for tho county

meet,
James McPartlin, butterly, Waestiand

Matt Casiilas, 200 freastyls, Salam:
. Casillas was a stato qualifier in the 200
freostyle, hod ons of the area’s bost
times at 1:49.10 ond finlshed third In
the WLAA, The team captaln also was B
member of Salom's state-qualifylng 200

" ond 400 freastylo reloy toams.

*Matt hos boan one of tha most

Qlonn: M capped an

career by finishing elghth in the 100

butterfly ot the stote meet with an aea-

best tima of 52.64, He was the Western

Lakes champion In the butterly (54.57).
Glenn's MVP also finished fourth In

* the Westemn Lokes in the 200 froestyle

{1:50.34), McPartlla also excels in the
classcoom,.camylng a cumutntive 3.85
grado-point Bverage. ©

“James has had an outstanding swim-
ming and acedemic career at Glenn,"
coach Nm Daniel sald, *Ho (s ona of the
best swimmers in the school’s fistory.
Young man like James don’t come lnto
your program often. We witl miss him

Mesidas, 100 freestyle, Rediord
€C: Meekins sat a school record in the
200 freestyle (46.58), and he quallfied
for the stete meet In the 100 and 200

froestyle (47.12) and 11th In the 200
fraestylo {1:46.37) at state. He was
second In the 50 and 100 freestyls ot
the Catholic League meet,

“Ryan [s a vary tolented, dedlcated
kid,'" €C coach Donny Knipper sald.
“Hia work habits are Incregible, and the
result of his hard work eamed him a var-
sity record and two places ot the state
moel. Wo have only begun to see what

Ryan is capable of doing."

Brian Mertens, 800 , Salem:
Mertens is a twotime state qualifise In
the 500 (reastyle and had ane of the
area’s best times ot 4:56.94. Ho fin-
ished third In tho WLAA meet.

“Brian has been one of the leaders In
tralning his first two years ot Piymouth
Salem,” Olson said. *Brian has beea
top petformer la the araa and, | believe,
is delermined to be & top performer In
the state the next two years.”

Devin Hopper, backatroke, Farming-
ton: Hopper was nomed the MVP of tha
Formington team and was the high-point
scorer for the Folcons. His best time In
the brapststroke was 55.82, broaking
is own school record, Hoppor was third
In the WLAA mect and was a state qual-
Iner.

“Devin has shown outstanding leader-
ship qualitias and will be a team capieln
next year,” Farmington coach Ross
Bandy sald.

Adam Farber, breaststroke, N. Farm
Ington: Farber swam the fostest breast-
stroke time (1:02.68) In Observerland
during & dual meet with Salem. He wos
undefeated In dusls and qualified for the
county and state meets., He wes second
In the WLAA behind Northvilie’s Mork
Kowalski.

FIRST-TEAM RELAYS

200 mediey, Sstem: E£ric Lynn,
Andrew Locke, Paul Perez and Asron
Shelton wera 10th (n tho stote moat
nnd sacond In the WLAA. Thelr stato-
meot time of 1:39.9 was the bost o
Observeriand and merits All-Amarica
consideration. Alt four swimmers have
3.0 o¢ botter grads points; Locks leads
the way with a 3.8,

“Yhase four young men atways got
the Salsm team going in tho first event
with consistent high-energy porfor-

Paul Perez
Plymouth Salem

Improved on the Satem team
the past two years,” Olson sald. “His
sbllities In ony stroke at any distance
make him very valusble to the team suc-
cess. This is why he has been Important
in Solem winning the WELAA alt four
yooss.”

Paul Perez, 200 IM, Salem: Pesez had
the top Observeriand time after the
Stevenson duo of Kaith Fatk and Joa
Bublitz st 2:04.26. At the WLAA meet,
he was third In the IM with that time, as
well as second In the butterfly {55.64),
Perez olso was 8 member of Salem’s all-
state mediey and 400 froestyle relny
toams.

“Paul had an outstanding conforence
moet with four swims being allconfer-
once,” Otson sald. *His versutility allows
for 50 much flexIbility In our lineups that
the team succoss Is assy to understend,

. .Paul {3 golng 10 be sven mora important.
“tha next two years.” - | R

Chris McFariand, diving, Westlsnd
Glenn: McFarland set a school record
thia season with a six:dive total of
257.20 points. He olso finished sixth at
the regional with an 11-dive total of
377.60 en routo to a 28thrplace finish
ot the state meet. McFariand atzo took
1hird ot the Western Lokes moet.

“Chris has ono of 1ha toughest diving
Iists In the stote,” Glenn assistant
cosch Randy Fergusan sold. “He
improved tramendously Lhis yaar and
will be a top12 contendar In the state
noxt year."

Brett Meconts, butterfty, Redford CC:
Meconis proved to be ona of the state's
bast freshmen, qualitying for tho Class A
mest Inthe butterfy. His time of 54.39
seconds was 22nd ot the state mest.

“Brett 5 B

took eighth,

“Kevin was ono of the hardest work-
ers we had on our teamgesm this year,”
Buckler sald. “Hs load?® In the pool a3
wall 88 out of the pool.

“i erjoy conching Kevin. He I8 o rent
g00d person with e groat team atiituda,
Kevin will be o great leader for our team
next year, and wo look forward 10 work-
Ing with him."

’ SECOND-TEAM RELAYS

200 medisy, N. Farmington: Sim
Gobviel, Adam Farber, Mark Wachsborg
and Matt Zold won the' WLAA choampl-
onship {1:40,37) and wera 17th in the
stote meet (1:40,83), Their confarence
time was the sacond best in Observar-
I8nd.

200 freestyle, N. Fxrmington: Bran-
don Diglo, Mark Wechsberg, Jim Gobrial
8nd Matt Zaid finished saventh in the

state meet (1:28.0) ond sat a school

record In the process, The Ralders also
84t a pool record with a 1:29.85 swim.

400 , Stevenson: Keith Folk,
Btod Bucklar, Mike Mallk end Joo
Bublitz won the WLAA chemplonship
(3:18.6) ond finished 10th In the stote
meet (3:15,28). ‘

“Those guys did a great Job with this
ralay,” Buckler sald. “Thay al) swam
their best times In the relay, which goes
10 show haw much they think team over
themsetves.

*Mike Malik did a fine Job and hatped
to make the whole team better. Brad
Buckier swam with a lot of.heart. Ho
and Mike were top-six In two everts in
the laagua meot.

“Gseet time, guys — a real good jobt”
[

__ALL-AREA

1999 ALL-OBSERVER
BOYS SWIM TEAM
PRt

200 yard frosatyle
1. Keith Falk, senior, Livonia Stevenson
2. Mott Casllias, sonlor, Plymouth Selem
Individuat ey
1. Joo Bublitz, sophomora ‘Ltv. Stevenson
2. Paul Potez, sophomore, Ply, Salem
80yard tresstrle
1. Matt 28k, senior, North Famington
2. Andirew Locke, sonlor, Plymouth Selam

Oiving
1. Joe Ledovic, sanjor, Noth Farmington.
2. Chais McFariand, sophomore, W.Goenn
Barttertly

100yare
1. James McPartiin, senior, Wald. Glena
2. Brett Meconia, frashman, Redford CC

100yard troestyle
4, Ryan Meekina, sanior, Redford CC

Knipper said, "As s00n os his drive to
work catches up with his fast swim-
ming, he could be ono of the state's
best butterfllers."”

Brandan DI 4100 fresstyls, N.
Farmington: Digla wos o state qualifier
Ir the 100 freestyls, and his best time
of 48.85 gave him second place in the
conference meet, He alsa wont to state
In the 200 freestyls and was a key relay
swimmer for tho Ralders, too.

Justin Ketterss, 500 freestyle, Steven-
son: Ketterer ranked fourth In the area
In the 500 freestylo with 8 time of

$:04.58.

He olso finished In the top 8lx for the
second consecutive your in the WLAA In
the 500, This season ho tock fifth with
a clockling of 5:11.44.

=Justin has dons & fine job his firat
two years at Stevonson,” Buckler sald.
*with a horder off-senson tralning pro-
grom this yoor, wao think Justin will
become a gront swimmor at Stevenson.

«Justin tralns very herd; he knows
what It takes to become very good, and
| bellove ho has two very good seasons
left hers,™

Aaron Reeder, backetroks, Canton:
Reedor swam his bost time of 56.27 In
the Class A prallms and finlshed 20th
ovarall. He was foucth In the WLAA meet
at 58.35, .

Kevin VanTiem, brsaststroks, Steven-
san: VenTiem ronked third in Obsorvor.
land In the 100 breasistroko with a time
of 1:04.97, At tho WLAA meet, VanTlem

Junlor, North
E00yard fresstyla
1. Brian Mertons, sophomore, Ply. Selem
2. Justin Katterer, sophomore, Stevenson
| 100ard backstroke
1. Devin Hopper, Junkoc, Farmington
2: Aavon Reeder, Junior, Ply, Canton
Dreaatstrohe
1. Adam Farber, sophomore, N. Farming1’a

200-yard madiey relay
1. Plymouth Satem {freshman Erlc
Lynn, senlor Andrew Locke, sophomore
Paut Perez, Aaron Sheften).
2. North Farminglon {junior Am Gabried,
sophomore Adsm Fasbor, senlor Mark
Wachsberg, senior Matt Zakd),

1. Plymouth Salem
Locke, senior Matt Casllias, sophomore
Aaron Sheiton, tresynan Mike Johnson).

2. North Farmington {unlor Brandon

Digia, senlor Mark Wechaderg, Junior Jim
+ | Gabriet, sanior Mstt 28id).
400-yard resatyte relsy

1. North Faemington {Junfor Brandon
Digln, sanior Mark Wachsberg, Junior Am
Gabriel, senior Matt Zeid).

2, Uvonia Stevenson (ssckor Keith Falk,
Junlor Brad Buckler, sanior Mike Malik,
vophomore Jos Bubittz),

HONORABLE MENTION
(vtate qualliers)
Kurtly Homick, Plymouth Canton; Greg
Brazunes, Redford Catholic Central.

Rysn Mesokins
Catholic Contral

i By

Salem moley relay: Paul Perez (left to right), Andrew
Locke (seated), Eric Lynn and Aaron Shelton.

e

Salem 200 froestyle relay: Andrew Locke (left to right),
Matt Casillas (seated), Mike Johnson, Aaron Shelton.

North Farm-
Ington 400

(eft), Mark
Wachsberg
(scated),
Brandon
Digia (mid-
dle) and
Matt Zald
(right).

. B

North mediey retay: Jim

Gabriel, Mark Wachsberg  Brandon Digic, Mark .

(seated), Adam Farber Wachsberg (seated), Jim -
Gabriel and Matt Zald.

and Matt Zald.

Brad Buckler (left to

Stevenson 400 freestyle relay:
lyk and Mike Malik.

right), Joe Bublitz, Keith Fa
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