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i o Concert

gosh. OK. I had to rethink
cverything like whether or not I
was going to take time off from
school®
To head ont on tour, Ali took
- tilno off from studying Afrd-
Atnerican studien and’ govern.
ment at Harvard. She is plan-
iing on relurning in the fall, ~
' She also deferred a year of
B{hml to finish her well-received

B CD “Kisy the Sky” (MJJ -

Music/Will Smith Enterprises).
Sho tapped into several produc-
crg’ talenta for “Kiss the Sky”
including Rodney Jenkine  and
Shawn Stockman of Boyz 11
Men.

"Workmg with Rodney, Rodney
lives and breathes music. 1
worked with him in like three
different studios and each one he
had a bed 8o he could sleep there
literally. That's his life. Ho's also

. rcally young so he likes to party,
héve fun, play and laugh,” Ali
cxplmncd

#“Working with Shawn Stock-
mnn, he’s really cool, Inid back
and relaxed, very pcn:nful and
vdry patient.”

*Ali, who appears in the movie
‘anbrcnker, hopes to continue

to balance school, music and act-
ing.

“(Music and acting) they both
kind of fulfill different things.
Acting ia totally . different

. becausa'it creatos 8 person. You,

create an imago and a being and
o whale history for somobody.
You make stu{f up. There's some-
lhmg that’s really exciting about
that,” she said.

“With music, it's kind of ho{ng :

a8 true to yourself as you possi-
bly can. Beeause it's scarier it
does make it more exciting and

it does make it moro rewarding.-

This is the most exciting thing
T've ever dohe — ever, ever, ever®

The ‘N Syne, Tatyana Ali and
Divine show {s ono of twe teen-
oriented concorts that hits the
Detroit arca this weekend, Voic-
cs’of Theory performs at the
teen elub La Boom in Walled
Lake on Friday, March 26.

How Divine

Never mind the music, Km .
Thomton, ono third of the group

Divine, }mn one thing to say.
“I love Jay-Z,” she snid of the
Grammy Award-winning rap

artist. “Put that I love Jay;% and.

wa gonnn got married.”

Back to the music. Blending
R&R, soul and gospel, the mom-
bers of Divino wero put together
thres years ago by managers
Nathan Qarvin and Gilllan

Manigat. Thornton, 17, along’

with Nikki Bratcher, 17, and
Tenia Tash, 18, wero pursuing
solo careors until Garvin and
Mnnigat came along. .

None of them have rogruts -

about joining a group instead.
“Wa. woro ‘roally anxinus to bo
in tha businesa. Now wio can't sce
it no other way. Before wo camo
out we_got the namo Divine to
heor people on the radio sny our
name, and to ses our name in

magazings. It's all about Divine:

now,” Tush explained,

“It waa more like fato because’

usually when girl groups come
together, there's attitudes and
people say they can't get along
and all that stufl. As soon as'wo
got together, wa just clicked. Our
voices blondnd It was just like
magic,” Bratcher added,
The ers debut “Divine” (Pun-
d Ant Enter

hna alroady spawned the hit

‘“Lately,” brought to the girls by
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" bands liké Backatreat Boys, Han-

time for young girls to come out
“and

-Meccn, formerly of Digible Pinn- |

. You can't sing as good as some-

“facl good and thoy holp you in

exocutive producer ‘Ruben
Rodrigucz. The album alao
includes a cover of George
Michael's “One More Try.” “1
Naver Thought,” featuring Lady

ots, and the funky “Fairy Tnles,”

The threo began singing as
children ‘at” their respoctive
churchos, places that proved to
be guitnble training grounds.

“It's a really good training
ground..Everyboedy's willing to |
help you. They dan't discard you
because maybe you can't sing or

one else, They nlways make you

areas you neéd help in,” Bratcher
‘Baid, .
The last couple years, boy

son and'‘N Sync have ruled the
charts. Now with Britney Spears
recently topping the chum, girls
are making ground in tho mar-
ket. Singers like Ali 'and Divine
aro paving tho way.

' *“Time for girls to rulet” Thorn-
ton sgid. “There were girl bands
liko Xscape but they're older. It'a

and rule” 5

Jazz Waster: Teddy Harris Jr. plays keyboards for
a Count Basie tribute 3 p.in. Sunday, March 28, at
Clarenceville High School Auditofium, 20155
Middlebelt, (south of Eight Mile), Livonia. Concert
features Johnny Trudell's Big Band and guest”
artists trombonist Al Grey, and vocalist Harvey
Thompson. Tickets $15 and available by calling
S (248) 474-2720 or (734) 459-2454.
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Singls or double necurency. Bubject to avallabiiiy. Peckages canaot

o combined. Applicablo feas not Included, Call rerw whill packages Lut,

Oscar

from page E1

Readers favored Tom Hanks to

. win for Beat Actor, Gwyneth Pal-

trow for Best Actress and Stoven
Spielberg for Best Director. :

In case you misscd the Acade-
my Awards on TV, here are the
highlights:

E Best Picture — “Shake-

speare in Love”

8 Best Actor — Roberm Benig-
ni, “Life is Beautiful”

® Best Actress — Gwynnth
Paltrow, “Shakespeare in Love®

B Best Director — Stoven
Spiclberg, “Saving Private Ryan"

W Best Supporting Actor —
James Coburn, "Affliction™

M Best Supporting Actress —
Judi Dench, “Shakespeare in
Love"’

M Bost Original Song —
*Whon You Boliove,” from “The
Prince of Egypt.”

M Best Foreign Film — *“Life is
Beautiful”

For morc Oscur highlights,

- visit the Web site, Oscarcom .. ..

1 Make your backyard space your summer place. The Novl Expo Cen!or {

,SHOWWhere you can buy It allnow forless - Just in ﬂme forsummerl 3
Swimmin, 1s » {n ground [s o« Abovo gi¢ :

S oo« G pooplsog‘\nnyzlmwpoou . ncnubs/Spas

- Wina s4 000 SPA trgm P! tame Spa

lar Adult
Amnu)n -

g”m) Under FREE}

e |




