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tThe Flayers Guild of Dearborn

presents John van Druten’s I
Reinember Mama® 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, March 26-27 and 2:30
pan. Sunday, March 28 at the
thater; 21730 Madison (ncar the
gdutheast corner of Monroe and
Quter Drive) Dearborn. Ticketa
$11, call (313) 561-TKTS, or
(813) 277-5164 for dircctions or
information.

i Director Harold Jurkiewicz,
distinguished Guild alumnus
and Broadway voteran, has

5y

mf)er M.

Francisco, “l Remember mama®
ia o touching and amusing look
at an immigrant Norwegian fam-
ily’s lifo ond times s seen by a
young girl as sho approaches
adulthood. Steeped in family
warmth and the American
dream, the play ia a tribute to
the many founding familics who
sought a new life on American
soil.

Jurkiewicz has created a
strang, cohesiva cast with dis-
tinctive, standout personalities,
even among tho children. Patri-
Ein La Framboise is warmly

ama’ is a

fother, exuding an accented ver-
sion of “Father Knows Besat.”

The children are delightful
and * distinet: Lauracindy
Plaguc's optimistic and enorgetic
Dogmar, Alaina Renowicz's
pullen, yet perceptive, Christine,
Joff Qutrowski's stendfast Nels,
and Alicia Ryan In the role as
both the adult and child Katrin,
tho dramatic daughter who longs
to bo a writer, whoso memories
narrato the play. Their cousin
Arno was played with anthusi-
asm by Derrick Marshall.

Bijll Rumley is a delightful cur-

d cast for tho
Guild's heartwarming production
df “I Remember Mama.”
- +'Set in turn-of-the-century San

liovable as the dfast and
determined matriarch of her
clan. Richard Bulleri is the
proud patriarch and loving

as Uncle Chris, the
gruff and bellowing unclo who
enjoya frightening annoying rela-
tives while cementing friendly

allinnces with tho children on
tho aly. Rumley captured tho
character’s impatience, sub-,
terfuges, accent and limp with
finesso, -

Ron Deihl's cowering and ner-
vous Mr. Thorkel ted

Mosley’s vintage automobile
roplica, with superb sound
cffects, noarly stole tha show. A
labor of love, the nuto tooled
ncross the upstago area to the
delight of tho audienco. Sot
deai ave R 1d senior's

appreciative laughter, ns did tho
double-talk and antics of the
three judgmental aunts, humor-
ously portrayed by Betty Barry-
man, Saundren Sanburn and
Elna Johnson.

The onetage appoaranco of
mastor carponter Gordon

unique scrim upstage of the fam-
-{ly's main room facilitated an
intercating perspective of arriv-
ing and departing guests.

Most of the costumea Jooked
good and were well-suited to the
ora, with a few notable oxcep-
tions such ns Christine's black

‘Dearly Departed’

St. Dunstan’s Theatre Guild of
Cranbrook prevents "Dearly
Departed,” a comedy by David
Bottrell and Jessie Jones, & pm.
Thursday-Saturday, March 25-
27 at the theater, 400 Lone Pine
Road, Bloomficld Hilla, Tickets
$12, senior citizens and students,
$10, call (248) 644-0527. '

BY MARY JANE DOERR
BPECIAL WRITER

After the opening lines of tho
first sceno of St. Dunstan’s come-
dy “Dearly Departed,” it is per-
feetly clear. The dearly departed
was not dearly boloved. At the
funcral of this family patriarch,
there aro tears — tears of laugh-
ter. Surly and mean is the way
Raynelle describes her dead hus-
band. The deadpan manner
Sally Garrison deliverod her
lince as Raynelle makes the
show funny.

‘What makes it even funnier is
the way cach person in the
Turpin family acts when their
father, Bud, drops doad after his
wife, R: 1le, reada him a con-

demning lotter from his zealous-
1y religioua sister, Marguorite.

‘Definitely theso people don't rep-
rosont ‘the upper ‘echolon of
Southern socioty or Southern
hospitality. What they do repre-
sent is the uncamouflaged, natu-
ral sentiments of everyday peo-
plo. In their truthfulness and
absence of malice is an appesl
that directors Sally Garrison and
Marleno Loucks have captured

. with simplicity,

Ed Guest is both Bud, and son
Ray-Bud. While playing Bud is
not too difficult since he dies
within a fow momenta of the
opening curtain, playing Ray-
Bud takos the finesae of simplici-
ty to portray this utterly uncom-
plicated, would-be macho, and
good-seeking blue collar worker.
Chery! Sct T i8 di

Jbodiced 19708 vintage granny
dress in the opening scene,
Katrin's classmates"” ill-fitting
outfits, and the walk-one’ over-
done hodge-podge attire.

The stage crow was noisy and
slow, and dropped a bed, wres-
tled with a table, and could be
hoard tersely talking in the
wings. Tho lighting crow brought
the atage lights up prematurcly
sevoral times opening night,
catching crew membors still on
stage. Hopofully, they will cede
the comedy to tho actors,

funny

and Reseigh is so totally dis-
tracted by thia economic and
domestic discord, it is hard to
realizo he ia acting. :
Then there is the sclf-righ:3
teous, irritating Marguerite,s
played to perfection by Botsie ¢
Robinson, As Marguerite whosis:
always ready with a satirical dids
degrading vemark for every
Robinson’s performance adds=02
the success of the show. ur
Ned Schneider does o master-
ful job of playing the triple roles
of Norval, and Clyde and Rev-
erend Hooker whose wisdom will’
hardly hook anyene into belitvi’
ing. Elizabeth A, Robinsoit"is*
delightful in the role as Delight-
ful simply because she is 80 un-
delight{ul. Sho blows bubble gum

as his kindly wife Lucille. Co-
director Sally Garrison is Mother
Raynello, matronly and compas-
sionate, yet with evenly timed
and puncturted lines that
nlwaya bring in tho laughs.
Kimberly Parlove and Jeffrey
Reseigh are perfectly matched as
Suzanne and Junior, consumed
with their marital discord and
disobedient children. Parlove is
annoying as the nit picky wife,

bubbles well,*too, Linda Parker
Watson does a memorable per-
formanco as both Veda and the
floozy Juanita,  Kimberly
Parlove, Elizabeth Robinson, and
Chery! Schonherr also do well as
tha trio “Joy of Life Singers.”

Carl Parlove has the fun of
being Royce, the son of tho irri-
tating Marguerite, and docs it
with charm.

Show spotlights DIA program

Maybe I'm
just happy to be
back in this
space after a
Back 088

———
BACKSTAGE
PASS

a Inugh. If the arrow didn't grab

*em, maybe the banjo would.
That ‘philosophy is certainly

ovident this week as Backstage

hiatus due to
Detroit Public
TV's March
pledge drive.
Why alse would
I think of a
kooky Steve
Martin routine
as 1 sorted
through  the
intoresting local arts and music
offerings around town.

In the 1970s, with disillusion-
mont over Vietnam and Water-
gato at its peak, Stove donoed
one of those arrow-through-the-
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head 1ties and strummed o
banjo in a comedy act that some
critics attacked as silly, Maybe
that was why it went over so
well. Steve maintained that it

Pass pi some innovative
approaches in the performing
and visual arts. Lots start with
tho Detroit Inatitute of Arta, Not
content with using tho drawing
power of such high profile
oxhibits as the current Gordon
Parks retrospective to boost
if the DIA is i

families with Hudson's First Fri-
days. ‘When you add a hands-on
workshop, a world music serics
and other activities to the
improasive galleries and

bits, it becomes n fascinating

that the New Orleans Klozmeor
All Stars are receiving praise
from both musicians and the
media. John Popper of Blues
Traveler calls it the most bril-
liant music since P-Funk, while
the Chicago Sun Times hailed
the soaring melodies and funky
backbeats for helping to creato
new musical traditions. Now, let
me got this straight. It's tradi-
tional Jewish music of colebra-
tion, mixed with funk and blues,
porformed in venerable folk
houses like the Ark in Ann
Arbor. But wait, there's more, Il
throw in the bamboo steamer
and tho pocket fisherman, You
can got an earful of the New

and affordable enter t
package.

“It's snowballing. Since we
started in November, we're get-
ting more folks each month,
Many aro repeat visitors, but the

was impossible to be sad while
playing a banjo.

Although his contontion
remains unconfirmed by the psy-
chintric community, it was a
memorable spoof of the enter-
tainment industry at a time
when everybody scemed to need

ity of the music and activi-
ties ia attracting a whole new
audience with cvery event,” says
Elaino'Adams, coordinator of the
DIA's First Fridays.

In an industry where critics
laud the innovative and scorn
tho derivative, it's little surprise

Orleans Kl All Stars dur-
ing a Channel &6 studio perfor-
mance, along with visits to the
DIA and Chris Turner’s studio,
in a BACKSTAGE PASS edition.
airing Sunday, March 28 at TR
+ p.m. and repeated Thursda s
5:30 p.m. and Friday at midnight*
on Detroit Public Telovision.
Whether it's the arts, businggp_
or relationships, few thingsits
life thrive out innovatzonpe
In other words, if Steve's b
approach worked for him, m%
we all should fry it.
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'SAT 10:9 + SUN 10-

! SAVE UP TO 70%
ON SOFTWARE, HARDWARE
AND ACCESSORIES

BUYSELL- TR

FRIDAY IS SET-UP DAY
Not all Doalers Participate |
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‘ANTIQUE AND

 COLLECTIBLE SHOW

COLLECTI

ADE

i gibraltarrage,

VESTERDAY'S TREASURES,
ANTIQUES, SELECT
AND VINTAGE ITEMS

OLD & RARE BOOKS, VICTORIAN
PERIOD FURNITURE, PATTERN GLASS,
BOOKS, TOYS PORCELAIN, MOVIE
STEMS, CHINA, POTTERY, PRIMITIVES

VISIT US AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!
FRIDAY 1S SET-UP DAY,
N THE WE AlLL DEALERS PARTICIPATE
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BLES, NOSTALGIA ’




