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STREET SCEMNE

Rufus Wainv;fright cai'ves, out his own musical stﬂe :

BY CHIUSTINA FUOCO
Srar? Wniren

to be told over and over,” tho
cmolion) in hia voice rising like a

Sinco tickling the ivories for a
Gap commercial, Rufus Wain-
. wright has been o busy man.
Ho's told his story over and
. over again — growing up the son
of folk singers Loudon Wain-
wright III and Kate McGaorrigle,
boing an openly homonexunl
- male and writing Broadway-
stylo torch songa, But to Wain-
wright, it never gets old. :
*Oh yenh, oh yeah,” he said
. with a sarcastic sigh. *Eleven
interviows today, I never ceasa to

Legendary

Beck fecls a lit-
tloe odd about

Elsol” his first
album of arigi-
nal material in
10 years.

“It's rather
embavrassing,
isn't it?" said
. Bock calling
l'rp » London. “It'a a combination
o .ﬁs(ngs. Just the time span

. CHRISTINA
1 wass FUOCO
Y eomatrry—

s

i

| alono.was enough to frighten me

} into thinking I better bucklo to

+" and get a record dono.”

¢+ *Jreally didn't have the Juxury

+ . of not doing it because the record

i* company signed me up to make

¢ records, not sit around and do

. nothing.”

' *Who Elsel” features fierce gui-
tar instruments, two of which,
*Space for the Papa™ and “Brush

/" With the Blues,” which were
recorded during Beck’s 1998 Ger-
man tour. It ranges from techno

* (*THX138") to the appropriately
titled “Brush With the Blues,”
and an Irish drinking song,

an.*

‘To help him create “Who Elsel”

- Beck looked toward friends Tony
Hymas, who produced the album
and played keyboards, “Miami
. Vice® theme composer Jan Ham-

mer, and Randy Hope-Taylor, a

bassist formerly with the UK

. group Incognito. It wasn't.an

/ epsy feat to lure Hammer out of
his home.

*Trying to drag keyboard play-
ors out of the woods to write
music has been renlly difficult.
Jan Is o studio rat as he calls it.
Ho'a got his high-tech studio in
upstate New York and you can't
get him away from it.”

*Hammer and Hymas are vet-
eran Beck collaborators. Hymas
worked on “Thero and Back” and
“Joff Beck’s Guitar Shop,” while
Hammer and Beck joined forces

- for Jeff Beck With The Jan Ham-

‘Guitar lunacy’ rules

rolensing, “Who .

Things haven't always beon
this crazy for Wainwright. Hie
sclf-titled début album’ (Dream.”
Worka) got off to a slow start but
things picked up when Dream-
Works started pushing tho.
record and the album fought
Lauryn Hill’s “The Mised ion -

. company beeause they're such a

new company. They were still
growing,” ha eaid. -

*] was tho soccond person
migned. Part of it was I think peo-
ple had to sec the show first..
‘That's how thoy get it.”

Onec social class who “got it”
was teennge girls who prefer his
good looks, showmanship ond

of ..” for the top of critics’ year-
ond lists, | .
“It did quite well when i
came out in termsa of ¢;
acclaim. It took a dive for a bit
and it's interesting becausd a Jot
of that had to do with the record

mer Group in 1877: As Beck puts
it, thd two returned to him for
finonéip! reasons. . .t

“They both have familics and
don't have the luxury of aitting
around waiting for. me. Thoy,
can't sit around like the old days
when we always just woyt hun-
gry. Ho's (Hammer) got plenty of
work to get'on with in the.mean-
time. I have to chose my moment
when I can grab him to write for>
me. This has all taken time to
plot together” , .

Jeff Beck performsa at 8.p.m.
Friday, March 26, «t the Fox The-
atre, 2211 Woodward, Ave.,
Detroit. Tickets are $32.80 tnd
$40. For more informatiop, call
(248} 645-6666. -

¥2K rock !
Ted Nugent'a retirement didn't
inst long. Ho and Metallica’s
Jason Newsted announced Fri-
day that thoy will play the Ponti-
ac Silverdome on the eve)of the
millennium. e
*“Even though I attempfed to
retira carlier this year, it
sucked,” Nugent said. “The cre-
ative juices with tho Dami Yan-
kees and with my band 'wore
unstoppable. When Jasor called
me to do security for this con-
cert, I decided I should bring my
guitar, Instead of just making
sure everything went smoothly, 1
should probably just play.” ..
Bringing the millennium con-
cert to the Silverdome was: New-
sted's idea, He i8 originally. from
Gull Lake, near Knlamazoo, .
*Everybody wahts to do-a big
thing on thia dato, as for as
cntertainers are concerned.
What it comes right down to is if
you have to pick a half dozen
places to play in North America,
chances are two to three of them
will be within a 300-400 mils
radius of right here,” Nowsted
said. i
Ticket prices  weren't
announced but Newsted aaid
they will be “at least onc,” mean-
ing $100. Tickets will go on sale
Oct. 23. "
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“you've ped on my heart”
Iyrics - all knowing he is gay.

“It's funny. I really gravitate
townrd women more than men.
I'm sexually.nttracted to men,
but I have a very relaxed rela.
tionship with a lot of women.
Mon kind of scare me (becnuse
of} s¢xual tension and all of that
stufl,” Wainwright said,

“I'm quite shy actually when it
comes to all of that stuff (dat-
ing). I don’t feel threatened with
women. That's probably, why a
1ot of women like coming to.the
show. Maybe it's sexual, thoy
think I'm cute, or thoy might like
the show. But I'm more relaxed
about it.”

Wainwright's lyrica are tender
and heartbreaking. “April Fools”
i a bouncy rip on a former lover:
“And you will believe in love/
And all that it's supposed ta be/
But just until the fish start to
smelV And you're struck down by
a hammer” '

“In My Arms,” featuring back-
ground vecals by his aister,
Martha,. and ‘percussion by
Sarah McLachlan’s husband/
drummer Ash Sood, takas the
listener by the heart and twista
it like a wet rog: “Looking at hos-
pitals Victorian/ Feeling as help-
less ns the Elephant Man/ Wish
you were here/ to chain you up
without shame/ In my arms
tonight.”

For “Rufus Wainwright,” the
singer/ pianist chose songs from
a pool of 67 written within the
last several yéara, . 3

“I've been writing it since I
was 17 or 18, ... It was quite hard
(to choose the songs). There are
cortain songs that I wish had
made it on the record, which will
mako it on tho next one, One
song, for instance, ‘Liberty Cab-
bage, which was the first song 1
cver wrote, I hope that makes it
on tho next one” .

Admitting to oot knowing

“*much about pop,” ha looked to

music industry executive Lenny
Waronker and producer Jon
Brion to help him choose songa.
“I would have loved to have
done a record that was all weird;

all the bizarre songs that I enjoy
that aren't perhapa as nccessible
with a pop record. But you really
have to listen to other people.”

Edsel Ford and the
Diego Rivera Murals
4 Lhe Detrolt
Instituic of Arts

by Karim Alrewt

Set apeinst ibe turbulence
of tbe Greal Depression
and the union mote-
ment of the 1930,

A Gift of Gloty'
dramatizes the struggles
bebind the creation

of the Rivera murals.
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. Walnwright said he didn't feel
bad giving in to the record com-
pany’s demands. After all, “when
you're sitting in some gorgeous
office with Lenny Waronker and
he's telling you that you're going
to ecll millions of copics and then”
you'll be a millionaire, it’s not
much of a bummer”

While gome musicians would
never admit to getting a record
deal thanks to their parents,
Wainwright steps forward.
Loudon Wainwright gave his
mon’s demo tape to Beach Boys
lyricist Van Dyke Parks who
helped him ink a deal wit
DreamWorks.

Iranically, Louden Wainwright
said during an interview with
The Observer & ie News-

In building his musical career,
Wainwright took characteristics
from both parcents. X

“I was really influenced by
them, more by watching theig
shows. They put on great showa,
They are both diamotrically
opposed. My father’s very brash..
and kind of loud and funng;
whereas my mother’s quite soft+:
spoken and seatimental on-
stage. I think in songwriting. 1.
take more after my mother.
stoge, I take after my father
terma of on stage persona and
dealing with the audience”

His primary focus, however,
to render the listener helple;
and take over their senses.

“Thoe ideas that 1 used were
inlly seduce the li

papers last year that he wasn't
thrilled about his son diving into
tho music businesa. Rufus Waln.
‘wiyig}:t. Inughing, ealled his dad n

iar”

. *I think it's the leRt hand not
knowing what the right hand
waa doing.

“Whereas my father didn't
want me t¢ work and stuff, my
mother told me never to work.

. She said do not work, do not get
o job it'l] just bring you down.
She also knew [ was writing and
she told me to stay home and
write.”

whether they liked it or not.
Now, especially in these time
that’s not being done a lot.
There's just plan old songs. This}
ia a melodious kind of thing that !
isn't afraid to be cxtravagant. 1.
had that in mind.” i
Rufus Wainwright and Imogen
Hcap perform Sunday, March 28,
at the 7th House, 7 N. Saginaw |
St., Pontiac. Tickets are $15.,
Doors open at 9 p.m. for the 18"
and older show. For more infor-1
mation, call (248) 335-8100 or.
visit kttp:/ ! www.96Imelt.com.

[EETILE TN Now Showing!
AMC LIVORIA 20
"AMC STERLING CTR: [ . - BEACON EAST

AMC LAUREL PARK

GCC CANTON CINEMA- | GCC NOVI. TOWN CTR.

T SHOWCASE', *Uit™ -
. SHOWCASE SR
STAR JOHN'R'x

“CLOCK-TICKING SUSPENSE.
SHARPLY WRITTEN, QUIETLY POIGNANT."

- ~Janct Maslin, THE NEW YORX TIMES

STAR LINCOLN PARK | ~ STAR ROCHLSTER -
STAR SOUTHFIELD o1 {amin |+ STAR TAYLOR __|duvecia COMMERCLIWP. 14

: 'AMCBEL AIR . 9
.| AMC SQUTHFIELD.
N . BIRMINGHAM B *

STAR GRATIOT

PP PP PR T

“AMC. LAUREL PARK ' [='AMC LIVONIA 20 AMCSOUTHFIELD

[ AMC STERLING CTR: [ AMC:WONDERLAND

|: SHOWCASE scanuonn | SHOWCASE Ty,

- BIRMINGHAM 5

{ SHOWCASE -

* 'STAR- WINCHESYE!

uvrets COMMIRCE TWP; 14

SHOWCASE coanies

QR T I
AT

~WEST RIVER:



