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POINTS OF VIEW . , :
Hold representatives accountable

Ewns ralieved when the U.S. Senate acquitted
P

{dent Bill Clinton with & majority of sena-
tors voting sgainst removal, There is no room
for gloating in the of this impeach
and trial because o morat lapse and a public lie’
were at its root. But I must question the roles -

US Senate race should be ﬁrst;'31'?l55

& 0 it's going to bo Debbie Stabenow vs.
s y Zoencer Abraham for the 1.8, Senete
. in Nevember 2000. .

. That's fine, Il the public purpose of an
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. election contest is to pit the two best possi-
hle candidates against each other, n

. Riabanow-Ahrahany vecs s the b porfogl.
Iy

Some early potls havo shown Stabenow
with a slight (45-39 percent) Jead over Abra-
ham. They won't miecan much onee the cam-

. paigning get serious, But they do give sub-
stance to the'widely held theory that

| Stabunow has a real chancs und that Abra-

- ham ia unusually vulnerable for an incum-

.-bent senator, :

:.. Don't be fooled. Abraham has lots going

r him, As an i with id

up with Propasal A to reform schidl finance.

That cost her d labor’s

played by the Office of Independent Counsel, the
House majority and rhy congressman, Joe Knol-
lenberg, R-Bloomfield.

Recent reparts of contacts between the OIC and
the nttorneys for Pauln Jones oaly further bring
into question Starr’s already controvarsial con-
duct. Remember, Starr’s ethics adviser quit in
protest b Starr’s congresaional testi
crossed from dated indcpendent i i
to active advocacy. Starr’s report left out clearly

1 y ovid relegating it to the raw
ipts. And Starr finally admitted, after

ion

when she ran for governer in 1994 and lost,

ach, he'll work the Washingt 1-bit

in the Dem: ic primary. She went to

“'culturo to get on the 11 p.m. news. And he's
> hard at work on Republican fund-raising
" circuit, with a atated $9 million goal.
. Most of all, Abraham has in his corner
e Republican machine built and fine-
uncd by Gav, John Engler. Just bow solidly
+ his corner is another question, given
raham’s decision to endorse his old boss,
rmer Vice President Dan Quaylo, for pres-
ot rather than Engler’s choice, Texas
Gov. George W, Bush, GOP insiders aro
luck-clucking over this sip in'Abrehom's

. Titical

C in 1996 after a bitter race against
incumbent Dick Chrysler, Last year, she
strolled to casy victory in the face of a
Republican landslide.

Forget what the Abroham gpin doctors
are saying that Stabenow is only a second
stringer; now that Blanchard is out of the.
race, I'vo watched her on the campnign
{rail, and I can confirm that she’s once terrif-
ic campaigner.

- Alongtime Livi

months of delay, that there was no credible evi-
dence of wrongdoing concerning “File-gate” and
“Travel-gate.” Why the wait? .
Republican leaders rushed Starr’s report to the
public without allowing Clinton to offera
response, and over the objections of Democrats on
the Judiciary C: i This d d prece-
dents sct by Watergate of partisanship and secre-
cy and the Iran-Contra report, that allowed for-
mer Presidents George Bueh and Ronald Reagan
a month to offer a rebuttal before publication.
This was done to embarrass the president with
b

ton County political '
gbserver calls hor “one of the, most formida-
ble i T've ever acen. When she

usnally caul g cuvering.
+ And Abraham haa hardly st the Senata

tand a ibl

works a room, it's o work of art.”
Politically, sho’s a moderato whe has won
a reputation in Congress for solid reasen-
bl s and good staff work. In fact,

| Torgot bill Gasing immi

. Abraham hasn't constructed much of a log-

Stab hangsa unusual reputa-
tion for being both a good campaigoer and a

good legislator.

-. Who knows whether Democrat Stabenow
will be able to knock off an incusnbent | -
Republicon U.S. senator, especially ina

n's evident pref for af

t véry controlled and scriptcd events.
- . As for Stabenow, the only queetion was
whether she'd run for Senate neat yenr or
governor in three years. Michigan tikely will
ose a congressional scat after the 2000 cen-
sus results are in, Stabencw's district,

" -uneasily poised between libaral and urban

« :Lansing and conservative and exurban Liv-
<~ ingston County, is ripe for elimination when
-~ the rediatricting deals are finally cut.

- 8a for Stabenow, necessity — in this case,
running for the Senate - is the mother of
invention, With former Gov. Jim Blanchard
‘out of the race, Stabenow is about the only

'~ Damoczatic leader left with an established
~political track record and relatively high
‘-name ID statewide. ,

* Stabenow served in the state Senate,
‘where she precipitated events that wound

state where the institutional Democratic
Party has esscatially vanished. I'd guess
the issue will turn on whether Stabenow

can stay close to Abraham in the money- -

The Judiciary Committee Republicans and the
House GOP mnjority ignored testimony from -
mostly Republican prosecutors who plainly stated
the average American would never.be pursued on
such wenk ovidence of wrongdoing and question-
able materinlity. They also ignored the testimony
of constitutional scholars and historians (and a
potition signed by 400 ather prominent historians)
who said that even if he was guilty as charged -

thesae crimes did not rise to the level of impeach- »

ment a8 intended by the founding fathers. They

even ignored objections from Bush, former Presi-

dent Gerald Ford and former U.S. Sen, Bob Dole.
Finally, tho Republican leadership called

t a vote of yet used their
power to prevent tho Houso from even congidering
Not allowing an al iveto i h

details, and weaken his public support.

L

the danger I sce here is the institutionalization of -
personal scandal as a political tool. o

His “overwhelming evidence” of perjury and
obstruction wasn't enough to convinee a signifi-
cant number of Republican senntors, who buckes
grent pressuro from their own party to vote for
acquittal. Thoy are already being attacked from
within the GOP as gutless slaves to the polls.

He went so far as to say, “recent eventa have
brought into question the president’s ability to
Jead” and that “President Clinton does not possess.
the character” to hold his office. What events?
How is his leadership qubstioned? Impeach
is more than some character test that Knollen-
berg and his Republican friends hold the only key
to
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At the recently held Wye peace accord unveil-
ing, Jordan's King Hussein said Clinton worked
harder and accomplished more for peace in the
Middle East than any American president in his
experience. That is leadership. .

I find Knoll s positions on imp
like many other views he has expressed over the
years, based in weak logic and baseleas rhetoric. 1
find arrogance in that berause he is able to make -,
almost any by virtue of rep ing -,
“gafe” district. ‘

The congressman has never debated a Democ- .
ratic rival during a general clection, Ho makes
public appearances and speaks to groups, but be
hos never aliowed an opponent to put his posi-
tions to the test. This district deserves to hear  :
both sides. o

Last election cycle, he collected $180,000 in
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raising contest and whether
still bears a grudge for Proposal A.

And thero's always wild-card Geoffrey
Fieger, who has threatened to run as an
Independent if he loses & Democratic prima-
ry and could well siphon votes away fram
Stabenow.

However it turns out, it should bo a first-
class rage. Stay tuned. .

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown
Comimnunications Network Inc., the company

d labor

comments, cither by voice mail at (734) 953
2047, Ext, 1880, or by e-mail at: .
ppower@oconline.com

that owns this newspaper. He welcomes your’
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ment limited any member’s conscience to only.the
Jendership's choices, Four Republicans who voted
for impeachment even sent a letter to the Senate

suggesting the case should be dropped. .

In the end, the House managers were forced to
argue Monica Lewinsky’s testimony must be :
believed to vonviet for perjury, but her testimony
must be disbelieved to convict for obstruction of
justice. One witness' testimony gauged purely by
its benefit to the prosecution.

Bofore the House vite; Tealled Kriollénberga ™

offica to tell him I strongly op

ign funds, while his Democratic opponent
could enly collect $13,000. National intercsts and;je
big-money contributors pour money into his cam-}.
paign, and he makes general purpose GOP ads to
help other Republicans, The Democrats, who
spend about two-thirds what the GOP spends ¢
nationally, must save theip money for “competi- :
tive” districts. .

We as voters must hold our representatives
accountable for their words and actions. If this
issuo brings ot loast somo pressure on Knuollen-
berg to allow his opposition some voice during

‘The letter ho sent me in response struck me as
wrong in many respects, and showed a disturbing
arrogance, .

1 agree with him that the impeachment vate
was ane of the “gravest days™ in our history, but

lections, then that is good. If we allow him to
again escape debate, then we will never know if
his positions hold up to serious challenge.
James Nash is a Farmington Hills resident.
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How Do You Think Your Pet Feels?

“Positively Puppics,” a socialization class for pup-
pics under five months, and “Manners for Life,”
a basic training class for dogs over five g
months. For more advanced training, try %8¢
our “Tricks for Treats™ and “K-9 Kollege™

Admit it, wouldn't it feel mice to say P
“good boy” or “attagirl” once in a while? ~ Cemer

¥ The Michigan Humane Dociety’s Pet
Education Center offers a varicty of
affordable group classes and private
B scssions  specializing  in  positive
¥ reinforcement for dogs and puppics.
Day, cvening and weckend times are
available for all classes, including

: FREE ESTIMATES
- (734525-1 930RE

| UNITED TEMPERATU!
\ 6919 MIDDLEBELT « LVONIA J .

call (248) 650-1059.

Michigan’s '
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April 2, 6-9 p.m.

| Childvif

Indoot Showroons Models on Display

m!w’lak‘;lmu F free with unless noted S.
(et 696 at GreenBad N 1 _ Wik Iadson's First Fridays 61 the DIA 18 made postible by & gencroas graot from Hudsoa's. Programe are made pousible with suppon from the Michigan Council for Ans and Culrucal Afialrs. A=
| B Mo Tadated 3 THE DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS e 5200 Woodward » 313.833.7900 » www.dia.org

T




