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West End Productions presents

“Saucy, Bossy and Burlesque,”a
comedy that captures the spirit and
Jakes of a vanished era;-8 p.m. at the
Wunderground Theatre, 110 S. Main
St., (1 block south of 11 Mllc.Road),
dotontown PBoyal Oak. Tickets $12,
call (248) 541-1763.

SATURDAY
\/"

Visgit the Japanese Snow Monkeys at
the Detroit Zoo, and follow the
bunny trail that winds though the
length of the park. Several treat ata-
tions offer candy, food, books, and
toys for children (while supplics
tast), 10 a.m. ta 2 pm., 8450 W. 10
Mile Road, Royal Oak. Gricsty.who
bring ina numpcr:-vhubh foodTitem
from 10 a.m. te 1 pan. admitted free;
food gocs to Mother Waddles  Perpet-
ual Mission. Zoo admission is
$7.60, $5.50 seniors/students, $4.60
children ages 2-12, $3 parking. (800}
732-3477 or (248) 398-0903

SUNDAY.

Henry (Steve Martin) and Nancy
(Goldie Hatwn) star in the comedy
“The Qut-Of-Towners,” now playing
. at metro Detroit movic theaters.

“Discover Greatness: An Iliua.
trated History of Negro
Leagues Baseboll,” o new tour-
ing exhibit at the Charles H.
Wright Musewm of African

merican Histury, 316 E, War-
ren Ave. in Detroit's Culinral
Center, opening Saturday,
April 3 and continuing
through Sunday, May 16.
Admisvion 85 aduita, $3 chil-
dren (17 and under), The
musctnt I8 open 3:30a.m. to &
pan. Call (313) 494.5800 for .
information.
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Off to seo tho wizard: Casey Co[gan as the .Scarecrow and Jessica Grouc (Dorothy)
in a scene from “The Wizard of Oz.”

There’s no place like
the road for Dorothy

BY KEELY WYGONIK
BTAFF WRITER
lnwygonlhCoe.homecomm.not

Remember the scens in “The
Wizard of 02" where Dorothy
repeats “there’s no place like

_home,” clicks her heels and off

she goes, back to Kansns.

Bormn at Beaumont Ho'spiml in
Royal Ock, Grove lived in Birm-
ingham as a child, and later

moved to Ohio whera she ie an -
- Toner studint ut Hilliund David-
son High 'School, lome is-

Hilliard, Ohio near Colvmbus,
wwhero sie lives with her parents,
Willie and Katie, and her brath-
er, Thomas.

“I still Jike going home, but
also, there’s no place like the
road, It'a like o accond lome,”
anid Jesgien Grove who plays
Dorothy in “The Wizard of Oz,
now playing at the Fox Theatre
in Detroit.

Grove has been touring with
the show sinco 1997. Sho wos 15
yenrs old then, and colobrated
her 17th birthday in'February,

She's followed the Yellow Brick
Raad all acress the country, but
her journey is coming to an end.

The seurch is on for a now
Durothy to replace her. ‘l\(y last
show will be late this year,” she
snid. “I've docided to finish my
senior year in my own backyard.”

Thero havo been few breaks

“My last show will he
late this year,” sho sald.
“I've docldod to finish
my senlor year in my
own bhackyard.”

Jessica Grove

in between shows. This tour of
“The Wizard of Oz begun Dec.

26, avd Grovo'a been on the madr’

evar sinee, -

It Lasn't afways been fun or
casy. *Honestly, during the first
tour [ started doubting mysclf,”
she suid in a telephone interview
from Chicogo where the show is
now playing. “I wos miasing
home, my friends, my cat.”

But now, she fecls differently
about things, "It’s definitely
opened a lot of doors. T got to go
to the Grammy’s this year, It was
like one big huge concert.”

Grovo also liked secing nll the

- different stnru, “and what thoy

Wero wearing,

Traveling hns alowed her the
opportunity to check out some
colleges. She'’s lcumnz toward
Roston Conservatory hecause
they’re aupportive of actresses
like her, and allow time off to be
in showa.

But Grove's not star struck,
and recognizes that. being
Dorothy ir an apportunity to

“THE WIZARD OF OZ"

2211 Woodward Ave., Detroit.
PERFORMANCES:

« 2 p.m. ond 7:30 p.m. Frigay, Apri) 2

* 7:30 p.m. Tucsday, Apit 6

(313) B83-6641.

AWHEN: Continuos 1hrough Sunday, Apeli 11 at tho Fox Theatre,

* 12:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Apell 1

* Noon, 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Seturday, April 3
« 1 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. Sundlay, April 4

© 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m, Wednesday-Fricay, Apel 7-0

* Noon, 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Aprll 10

« 1 p.m, ang 4:30 p.m. Sunday, April 11

TICKETS: $45.50, $32.50, and $17.50, call {248) 4331515 or

make children smile. “ visit hos-
pitala aad take tho kids Beanic
Babies, It's really rowarding,”
she said.

Grove loves what she does, and
wants to pursuo a carcer in film
and TV and do mora musicals
too.

She hos some advico for the
girls who will be auditioning to
be the new Dorathy in this pro-
ducticn, or for other shows,

“Just have a food tisde” she'

eaitl. *It's an oppertunity to ehaw
your stuff, It's good experience to
audition whether you get to
finals or not, You win some, you
lose some. You don't get vvery-
thing you try out for. You havo to
fit the role, and you don" always.
They won't cast you to play the
mean girl if you look too sweet.
I've been at auditions “hnm peo-
ple snid I was too nice”

Working with Mickey Rooney
who plays the Wizard has bheen
fun. “He'’s a character,” said
Grove laughing, “But he takea
good care of me, and mokes sure
I cat my dinner.”

Being on the road is also a
challenge academically. Grove
still has to do her achool work,
often whilo other ¢ast members
are out for a leisurely dmnnr, or
working out at the gym.'

“We do 10-12 shows o week“ .

she said. “It's o pretty tough
schedule. Sometimes I feel loft
out, but it’s one of the sacrifices I
have to make.”

“This production of' “The W'mrd
of Oz,” has changed a little from
the ono presented last year.
“They improved it 8 bit,"” said
Grove, *It's pretty much the
samo, oxcopt for the scenery
improvements, and choreogra-

Hor favorite moment of .the
show is when sha gets to amg
*Somewhere Over The Rain

*Tho stage ia mine,” she Bnit
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" bedtime wns 1 o.m. with a 10 a.m. wake-up

Jofirey Jncob

Young actor says
good-bye to cast,
hello to school

IY KEELY WEGONIE
Emygonikooe homesomm.nes

" Afier 13 months on the road together,
Jeffrey Jacob Tauber Hyke of Rochester
Hills felt lilzo part of the “Les Miserables®
family,

.“The hardest part of leaving the tour was
snying good-bye " anid Hyke, 12, whe played
-tho part of Govroche, a alreoturchin, *It
was like snying geod-bye to family: I like
oked in-
“it was groat,” 3&3‘5 for fivo min
sald Hyke. “But On Monday, Feb,
I've beon thero 16, Hyke and his

" mother, Susan
tong enough, Tuuber, o stall
e eald about .reporter for the
- tho tour. Happy  Clackston edition
to be homo, ‘D{ the Eccentric
Hyke had to Newspapurs, came
Ickly lear home.
quickly na ~It was great,”
now part - mid  paid Hyke. “But I've
dle school stu- been t}}:ex: Iungd
enough,” he sail
d:'i' . about the tour.
o Happy to be home,

Hyke had to quickly learn a new part~
middle school student.

“It's good, I'm getting usced to it, except
for getting up at 6 o.m.” snid Hyke about
starting at West Middle School in the mid-
dlo of his sixth grade year. On the road,

from mom. .

Acting since second grade when he”
appeared in a Channel 62 TV commereial,
Hyko has alveady had a protty impressive
carcer,

He's playcd Tiny Tim in “A Christmas
Carol" at Mendow Brook Thentro for the
past three years and appcumc.‘ in shows at
Paper Bng Productions in Detroit and Avon
Theatro in Rochestor Hills. He played the
demon child in *Nerd,” a role his futher
Stuart teases “he was bom to play,” and is
rehearsing for the Avon Players” upcoming
production of “Childver of Eden,” in which
ho plays young Abel.

Ploase seo GOOD-RYE, L2

WHO: SturGun and spe-
cial guost Queen Bua
TWHAT) Celcbrato the
roleasn of StunGun’s seif-
tled EP with o porty and.
performance
WHEN: Thusday, April
1, doors open at 10 p.m.
WHERR: Motor j.ounge,
3515 Canll
HOW!: Thera [s cover
chorge for tha 18 and older
show. For more Information,
cell tho ¢tub ot {313) 369
©0390. StunGun con bo
“reached via Its Wab site,
http:/ fwwve golddollarz.com

/etung
stungunins@rotmall.com

In Homtrarack.

‘that StunGun could do tho latter part of

BTAPP WRITER
cfuoco@on.homecomm.net

Hanging out with members of the all-
femnle pop quintet StunGun is kind of
like joining u girls club, They laugh and
giggle, whisper across the table about
guys in the coffce shop and talk about
nail polish.

Laughing and giggling isn't something

1098 thanks to a female atalker that was
harassing the band. With that almost
behind it, the band members are concen+
trating on their new EP "StunGun” and
partying with their friends,

“StunGun” contains five songs with
“some renlly cool romixes™ on thore,

StunGun deﬁes threats, releases EP

By CURISTINA FuoCO uccordmg to platinum-blonde guitarist
Jooll of Redford.

*I kind of wanted more on the CD, but
we renlly didn't have enough time and
moncy," she said.

“StunGun” was recorded with Warren
Defever, a Livonia resident and multi-
instrumentalist best known for his band
His Name is Alive. When the women
were introduced to him, they were
unnware of hia international reputation
a8 a top-notch musicinn, All they know
was that he was a grent guy.

*“Ho's o very good guy to work with, The
atmosphere is very comfartable. He
works with you, he doesn't try to changoe
you. That's what we want,”

i Plcaso sco STUNGUN, E2

Joell

STATY PIOTO BY PALL HURSCHRANY

Celebrating reloase: StunGun - gui-

tarist Joell of Redford, keyboardist

Justine of Redford, singer Danielle of

Plymouth, bassist Tania of Auburn

gills, and drummer Kelly of Garden
ity.
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