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“I’'ve always had it on my
mind,” said Hyko about acting.
“My dad worked at Oakland Uni-
versity, and I atarted geing to
concerts and soeing difforont,
shiws when 1 was six weckn old,
My brother and sister werp in
shbws and I nlways got dragged
along to watch, Then one day 1
said, ‘why can't [ do that?™

Asked where his acting talent
coings from, Hyke answers hon-
esily, “I don't know, It just comes
ngtural to me. I ¢an momorize
things pretty fast.”

For tho past 13 months, acting
hads been his full-time job, He
warked six days a week, did four
shows a weelk, and was in the
theater four times a week in the

drissing room as tho understudy. -

Hyko and the other boy who
plpyed Gavroche alternated. He
also went to schoo), too. A tutor
traveled with the show and Hyke

and the other young cant mem-"

bers attended claga togethar.

His family was supportive,
which helped a lot. Birthdays
and holidays weren't always cel-
chrated together because Hyke
was on the roud, mestly with his

mothor, but sometimea with his
fathar, while brother Fred, 18,
and sister Rebeeea, 18, stayed

home. .

Of the 23 cities ho visited,

. Téronto and Chicago were hin
fuvorites, For gix montha Toronto
was home while the show played
at the Princess of Wales Theatre.

His sister Rebecca moved to

Toronte, and attended school

thero for ouo term.

“It was like I got to sit down
for half a year,” he said. “I dida't
have to move cvery week. I got to

.make friends and take a rock
climbing class.”

Hyke liked tho musoums in
Chicago, ¢specially the aquari-
wm. ' 4

His favorito parts of the show
wero the acene when te dios,
“because I'm on stage oif slone”
and when he sings tho verse,
“That Inspector,” part of the
“Look Down" song,

Learning how to play dead
wasn't hard, “I loved just focling
around,” he said. “I play dead
with my dog Peaches. When I do
it, sho cats my hair”

Now that he's getting back into
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the groovo of being home, Hyke
‘saya he thinks ho'll take a year

oY before auditioning for any -

major shows.

When ho grows up, Hyke says
he wants to bo a famous movie
star, and if that doesn’t work out,
ha'll be an elementary ‘schoot
teachor or an electrician. “I
might become & Broadway star,”
he adds. “People have told me I
could be.”

Ho's got some ndvice for kids
who might be thinking about
auditioning for onc of the

- Munchkin roles, or to play

Dorothy in “The Wizard of 0z,”

which opened Wednerday at the

Fox Theatre. .
*Really try to be naturn], don’t

“aver do it,” ho said. “Flervs a dip 1

know that works, nover ming a
song from the show you're audi-
tioning for. They’re nick of hear-
ing it, and if you sing something
different, they'll notice you.

" You'll have to sing a song from

the show for callbacks though.”
When he auditioned for

Gavroche in November 1987, -

Hyko sang gimply, “Doc, a Deer, a

Femnle Deer..”

“With the exception of the dog.
It's my moment to shine and sing
my hoart out.™ . .
“Phe role of Dorothy is every
young actress' dream come true,”
said Grove. “I am so thankful to
have portrayed her in a national
tour. I am looking farward to fin-
ishing up my senior year at
homo nnd helping with the
scarch for a new Dorothy”

The national scarch for a new
Duiothy began March 4 in Wash-
ington, D.C. Auditiens will be
held. Tucsday, April 6 at The Sec-
ond :City Building, 2301 Wood-
wm;f’ Ave., Detroit. )

v

GEM THEATRE
313-963-9800

133 Madison Axe.
Detroit, Ml 48886

* or mare (313) 953-2913.

Potential Darothys should be
between the ages of 12-18 and be
able to sing 16 bara of “Some-
where Over The Rainbow.”

This is an ‘open call {all equity
and non-cquity actors are wel-
come). In exch city a minimum of
one candidate will be chosen.
Each candidate will bo flown to
New York for finals in mid-June,

Pictures and resumes are wel-
come. Call (313) 596-3288 or
(888) 7-4-DOROTHY for more
information, or visit “The Wizard
of Oz's" Web site at www.ozon-
tour .com

On March 22, more than 3560 °
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Yhe Bit Musical Comedy -

tioned for walk-on roles in “The

Wizard of Oz After three hours

of nuditions in which munchkin

hopefuls danced and sang the

chorus to “Ding, Dong! The Witch

is Doad,” the pnn?l of judges
Ly includi

. ﬁtuﬂgﬁﬁﬁ from r.u.:‘ge“E]'

explained. “He helped us out
with a few ideas,”
“Instrumentally, ho brought in
n piano. He brought in atrings
for this ono song ‘Hollywood'

that's melancholy. It's slow and it .

all fit. He'd ask youn what you
think and then he'd suggest
something.”

Keybdardist Justine added |

think is moro (ohvious).”

That song, *Rock Star Thing”
was writton about one of Joell'a
.ex-boyfricnds. The sccond balf of
the song contains the lyrics
“You're Josing all your ou
never really wero a starSo take
your sorrows und go."

StunGun will colebrate the
CD's rolease with u party 'nml

“[ wan the firat one to read it,
Whon I clicked on there and 1
started reading it, my heart was
gotting this sinking feoling, Tt
was o really scary feeling,” Jus-
tiue explained. .

They were o scarcd that Joell
fell ill whenover she thought
about leaving her houso. Still, *
the quintet took 2 prunlc.ei.v

that Defever mado the d

process “casy.” .

“Ho wasn't crabby ever or any-
thing. Dealing with five girls,
you can see some cvabbincas,”

*explained Justine, o Redford res-

per April 1,
at the Motor Lounge in Ham-
tramck. The shaw is the only ono
acheduled so far for the band,

* which will embark on a wost
const tour in June booked by Ann
Arhonb, " e et]

ident who iy an assocl-

ate's dogreo in scicnca from

Schooleraft College in Livonia.

Space-ags and 1980s-ern pop
play u big rviv i StuaGun. Key-

bonards similar to the B-52's
.. “Rock Lobster” line one song,
while other songs are simple and
swoet. -

“Wo just go in any direction
that we want to, which wo can do
beeause I think wo'ro very
diverse. I think we're starting off’
very basic right now, but weo're
like growing. Right now wo have
so many songs in tho works and
they're go different. It's so fright-
ening,” Joell explained.

The topica of StunGun's songs
are basic girl-meets-boy, girl.
loséa-boy love tunes. Joell is the
main songwriter, basing her
songs on “every day experi-
ences.” .

“I'm a chick, so'I writo about
stuff that has to do with rela-
i ips. Some of it's fictiti

chose six indi g,
Brittany Turner of Bloomfiel
Hills and Sam Rabenburg of
Rochester Hills.

Winners of the munchkin audi-
tiona will appear in one of two
designated performances Friday,
April 2 or Wedneaday, Aprit 7. All
participants reccived certificates
entitling them to one free ticket
to the show.
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like *Killer’ I don't kill people or
anything.” .

She keeps the specifica of the
relationships out of the songs
and has a stock answer when
paramours ask about them.,

“It’s not about you, ™ Joell
said in a high-pitched voice. “1
would never admit it. They're
very personal thoughts. [ take
feeling and exaggerate it tines
10, And then I would prefer that
thoy didn't realize it. Certain
ones, there's one in porticular, 1
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*We'ro just really trying to
senlo down.playing so much,”
Joell explained. .

‘Longtime friends

Joell and Justine, 1893 gradu-
atos. of Redford Union High
School, have known each other
since kindergarten, Both of them
gat early starts on their careers.

“I started writing songa very
young, when I was 8 I wroto a
Christmes song. I didn’t nave
any music but I remember 1
wrote it and showed it to.my sie-
ter. 'd write pootry throughout
the yoars and stuff. I really
started writing music whon I
started playing guitar, which
was nbout three years ago,” Jooll
said. :

Justine has been playing piano
for 10 years, but is also handy on
the recorder and the acoustic
guitar.

Local promoter: Rich Rice
introduced the two women to

drummor Kelly, of Garden City, *

who thon rocommonded singer
Danielle, o Plymouth resident.

‘ Bassist Tanin, who lives ip
Auburn Hills, joined StunGun
nfter nnswering an ad in a local
monthly magazine.

Theso days StunGun is using
only first names to dodgo poten-
tinl stalkers. Last year, thé
harasamont began with an e+
mail that threatened rape and
murder.

WINE DINNER
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“CHATEAU ST. MICHELLE”

Five Different Wines
- . Reception 6:30 - Dinner 7:00 <«
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about the threats.

“If we didn't go on the news,
gho'd still be doing it — guaran-
tecd,” Juatine explained abou!
the Fox 2 piece. .

“When somebody io sending
these mesanges you don’t want to
sit thero and go, ‘God wo should
havo done something about it’
{ulter) ons of your band members
got shot,” Jooll said.

“Wo know who it is. We're not
going to say who it ia, Wo'ro talk-
ing to our lawyer right now. It's
still going through legal things.
Thie person ia going to get in
trouble and they're going to have
to pay the repercussions,” she
added,

But with the bad, comes the
good, Tho publicity upped the
band’s visibility. StunGun's
membors are Detroit’s media
darlings.

Wearing - sunglasses and a
patent leather black jacket
inside n Royal Ouak coffechouse,
Jooll admitted she now enjoys
the publicity.

*“Well, it's great. We think it's
fabulous. There’s good s.uff and
bad stuff that comes along with
that,” Joell explained. “I don't
think everybody knows who we
fre? .

*“P'm to the point where I don't
roally read anything on us in
cage thore’s anything bad. We
know people write about us. We
know pecple are aware of us. We
know we're on TV. We just keep
doing our music {and) making
more. I want to be ignorant. It's
blias,” .
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“THE AMERICAN CENTURY" 2t the Gerald R. Ford Muscum.

1t's The Summer of the Century in
- Grand Rapldst A once-in-a-millenaium
package of attractions, includlng:

Exerience Someting Special

» Exquisite Food & Supsrlor Wire Selectlon {(Lunch & Dinner)
Late Night Entertalnment Thursday - Friday - Saturday
+ “Traffic Hours™ Monday - Friday, 4 - 6 p.m.

B SPIDERS!" 2t Van Andel Museum Center.

Call for your Summer of the Century Family Getaway Package!

Grand Raplds/ent County

(onvertion and Visitors Bureau

1.87IVISIT GR{1.877.8474847)
wwwaisitgrandrapids.org GRA

Or visit our webskte and dlick on “Getaway Packages™ _n.e_ gl .§

AOCED

OVER 100 EXHIBITS...PLUS:
g © WIR's “The Appliance Doctor” Joe G
e e agnon & “The Garden
: gmsc‘;nlat‘l%m on decorati .g:mc repalr and remedeling
arade of Homes sponso Standard Fede:
Treasure Chest Contest with daily prizes, oral Bank

Admission: Adults-$4;

NOVI EXPO CENTER
Thursday, April 8, 2pm-10pm i

¥riday, April 9, 2pm-10pm
Saturday, April 10, 10am-10pm

: i - Seniors and Children
§unday. April 11, 10am-7pm Seniors and Children, wowt
‘ﬂ'fcm GUFs:il‘. ' 6 admitted FREE HA CEN EXPO
Leon Frechette- demonstrates the proper use of power Family tekets for wo adults [ INTETOTTENTEY AND
‘and hand tools. Also what's new in the world of toals. and accompanylng children NOVI ROAD

E I . —_— available at Farmer Jack -$9 APRIL 8-11,1999
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