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Second-City Detroit steps up to serious satire challenge -

By KEELY WYGONIK

STAFF WRITER
kwygonikPoc.homocomm.net

1t's o man'a veorld, so they say,
except at Tho Socond City-
Detroit whore, for the first time,
women out number men on the
Mainstago cost.

__Music director Marc Evan
Jackson also plays a big role in
the revue, tickling the audience
almost a8 much as he tickles the
vories.

“It’s very cool, you get to ploy o
broader range of characters,”
said Mary Jane Porics, one of
soven cast members. "We're not
just a rarity. Instead of just play-
ing the mother, wifo and whore,
we play doctor, lawyer, co-worker
— regular people. We're only sep-
arated by our ability to play the
characters.”

Cclebrating its fifth anniver-
‘sary, Thoe Second City-Dotroit
opened its 16th revue, “Impsach-
ment and Cream,” on March 17.

“Do the right thing,” is a themo
that weaves in and out of the
show. “Are wo on our own, or arce
there angels, forces that heve an

* impact on whnt wo do? Qur job in
to raise the question,” said Mar-
garet Exner,

Ignore the title, it's a joke that
hardly cver has anything to do
with the show. There are a fow
clever Clintonesque quips, but
that's it.

In one scene, Keegan-Michael
Key, promises to have “affairs,
lots of affairs, I love America, I
lave Americans, I will try to love
cach and every American to the
best of my ability.”

Directed by Michael Gellman;
who nlso directed the hilarious
“Down Riverdance,” this show is
satirical in a serious way. Gone is
the lewd shallownesa that
marked the last revue. In it’s
place is inaightful, cleverly writ-
ten materinl, The show is tightly
writton, nnd the intorgenera-
tional humor is something every-
one can relate to.

Nyimn Anise Woods said that
often it's a question of looking at
an issue being posed, and
putting the characters in that
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Cliance meeting: Marc Warzecha (left),
scene from The Second City-Detroit’s new revue,

position such as abuse of power
or status. If you're working as a
temporary employee, you'll love
the scene about the “Temp God”
who tells the temp to “steal pens
and Sweet & Low and make long
distance phone calls to college
friends.”

Current events, relationships,
Motown humor, this show covers
all the boses with lats of surpris-
c8 thrown in.

“We've got a lot of nice musical
variances in this show,” snid
Woods. “It’a all Detroit sounding
— Motown, Sout and R&B."

Antoine McKay plays the
father whoso son (Key) doesn’t
know, “anything about histery or
work.” As they're sitting in a

MICHELLE GIROUX AS LYDIA
HEEE}I HONEYWELL AS MR, WICKHAR
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boat fishing, McKay sings “I
heard it through the grape vine.”
Key answers 1 love those Cali-
fornia raisins,” showing his igno-
rance. As tho skit progresses,
Koy cxplains that his father's
work ethics are obsolete. “You
like what you do,” his father says
after hearing Key talk nbout
work. “I do,” Key answers. “1
wish I could say the samo thing,”
says the father who worked at
Ford Motor Co. all his life. “I
know.you want to leave me," the
father, sings. “Temptations,” says
his #on, giving the correct
answer.

Mary Vinette, who is also new
to tho cast, said the new show is
a lot more theatrical. “It's more
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Mary Vinette and Marc Evan Jackson ina

“Impeachment & Cream.”

story driven than being joke to
joke,” added Exner. “The scenes
‘take longer,” said Porics.

That's true. In a downtown
Detroit vintage clothing shop
scene. Vinette plays store owner
Marcy. Danielle (Pories) lives in
Section 8 housing and comes to
the store cvery day. Danielle has
an angel hat, one for every day.
Sho even makes a sale while
Marcy's in the back reom. Clear-
1y disabled, Danielle is optimistic
offsctting Marcy’s pessimism.
Marey'’s friend Dee tExner) dis-
misses Danielle. “There's some-
thing wrong with everyone,” says
Pories. “It's just shows more on

"

me.
If you were to make a play

about the whole City of Detroit,
it might sound o lot like Second
City-Detroit.

“You get to know these people,”
paid Porics about the current
show. “You know where you've
been.”

It’s no easy feat, especially
when you're wearing a lot of dif-
feront hats. It's high pressure
you have to develop the material
and then rehearse it.

Working at Second City-
Detroit is challenging, but also
fun.

“You have the opportunity to
do aaything you want withie
reason,” said Exner. *It prepares
you to step out of here and be
more cmployable as an actor,”
said Vincette.

With a hip audience, repre-
sented by o wide range of oges
and cultures, Second City-
Detroit is, agreo tho women,
“theater for the common man.”

“It was the Dirst place to be
integrated,” said Exner, “We need
an area to represent all cultures

“impeaciarent ond Cream” | -

what: The Second Clty- |
Detroit's 15th (ovue. "

Whese: The Second Citys, |
Detroit, 2301 Wocdward Ave., |
Detroit - |

\Yhon: Petformances 8 p.m.
Wednesday-Sunday with addic )+
tion shows 10:30 p.m. Friday |
and Soturdsy. The cast aiso
performs a fres impfovisation:
o get, free of charge, sfter the
10:30 p.m. shov on Fridays
and Saturdays. N O

Tickots: $10 Wednesday. | '
Thurzday. & Sunday; $37.50 17
{riday; $19.50 Saturday. Coll
(313} 965-2222 or Tickutmas- }.
ter (248) 645-6656, Order |
tickots onllng at wwweticke:- 1 *
master.com ’

ment as you walk around the *
corner from the parking stru
ture to Second City-Detroit. Ever.
waonder how the people who livé **
there feel? N -
“There was a time when-

in town.” c hen 7
“What we do on stage reflects Detroit sat empty and quict;l
life,” adds Woods. what has happened to our ghetto

home?” the cnst sings. “What |

they saw as a wasteland was our .
wasteland, There in't no place
to squat no more.” ’

One of the keys to their suc-
cess is the women sny they write
about what they know and their
own fz}llblau. Tho scenes are about

tufl experi , N
s cyve rienced, theyre For Vinette it'a like jumping

not there to preach. A . \ .
The three new cast members 98t of an airplane. Improv is my
— Antoine McKny, Mary Vinctte, form of jumping out an air< ™

plane,” she said. “Jumping out of
airplanes is something 1 would -
never do, but it's the same rush.™ =

and Marc Warzecha — add
freshness and new ideas.
Look around at all the develop-
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 $RIDAY - SUNDAY 106
Craft Demonstrations.

WITH OVER
CATEGORIES OF FIRE ART &
CONSEMPORARY CRAETS...
R
gnnd v:élven :I‘r‘»‘(_ ‘m; * mlnom
ardwood furnitute « clay &

tcelnin poftery ¢+ blown glass
5:&3 &lea eT s pln'ih .

g‘(i;imln & prinfs * wil Ii':'&
i photography ¢ forged iron
sccessories * and much more!
Visit our Specialty Foods secti
inﬁugi‘;xl mq\'in?am Ed""?"
pasta, breadisou qu mix
smpoked salmon, breads, ol
fashioned candy and more!
0 EXHINTOR USTINGS &
'MORE DETAILED DIRECIONS VISIT

WWW.
H@ERmN
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BISCOUNT_ADMISSIOH COUPONS
AVAILABLE AT FARMER JACK. Y
FROM OUR VVERSITE, OR CAIL -
800-210 9900
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