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Troy Play

Troy Players presents "Steel
Las® 8 m. i}-’d Sat:

8 p.m. 2
day, April 16-17; 2 p.m. i’iunday,
April 18 at Hamilton Elementary
School, 5625 Northfield Parkway,
Troy. Tickets $10 available at the
box office prior to each perfor.
mance, or call (248) 879-1285.

BY MARY JANE DOENR
SPECIAL WRITER

Showing a bit of mettle them-
selves because they're operating
without a permancent perfor-

‘Studio cast earns high marks w

Wayne State Univeraity's Stu-
dio Theatre prescnts the Pulitzer
and Tony Award-winning drama
*The Subject Was Roses"m Thurs-
day-Sunday, April 15-18. Show
times are 8 PM Thursday
through Saturday, with a 2 p.m.
Sunday matince. The Studio
Theatre is in the basement of the
Hilberry Theatre, 4743 Cass Ave.
at Hancock on the Wayne State
University campus, Detroit. Tick-
ets are $8 (general admission), $6
(students and seniors). To charge
tickets coll (313) 677-2972.

BY SUE SUCHYTA
BPECIAL WRITER

Frank Gilroy's drama “The
Subject Was Roses” chronicles a
returning World War II veteran’s
struggle to re-cstablish his iden-
tity in the post-war period and to
make pence with hia parcnts,
whose previously poor rclation-
ship hos deteriorated in his
absence. .

Set in the West Bronx in May
1846, tho returning infantry cor-
poral must redefine his relation-

mance spaco, the “portable”
Troy Playors is presenting a
two hankie version of “Steel
Magnolias” by Robert Harling
at Hamilton Elementary
Schuol in Troy.

“Lnughtor through tears is
my favorite emotion” says the
wisccracking owner of Truvy's
Hair Salon, which pretty much
sums up this female “True Grit”
kind of show.

In the three beauty shop town
of Chinquapin Parish, La.,

ship with his parents, and deal
with the explosive anger in their
marriage. His parenta must
learn to accept their son as a
man and not as the boy who left
for war three years catlier.

As tho Cleary family struggles
to reconnect us a family, they
don't reach perfection, but take
steps toward achieving stronges
emotional bonds. Each must
mend damaged relationships
They are trapped in a self-
defonting cycle of hurting,
appeasing and grudging compro-
miso, By the end of the play the
son and parcnts have learned to
accept cach other the way they
are, instead of trying te impose
their personal vision of how the
person should be.

The scenes are well written
and move quickly, which keep
the play from being dragged
down by the heavy duty emo-
tions inundating the stage. The
actors rise to the emotional and
psychological challenges of the
script as well, an clement crucial
to the production’s success.

Jason Smith of Gorden City is
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ers show strength

Truvy and her now partner,
Annelle, stylo more than hair at
‘Truvy's salon, In four “snap-
shot” scones covering threo
years of lifo in the small south-

ern town, thoy help fashion the *
lives of the town beauty, the

town socia! londor, the-town
millionaire and the town cur-
mudgeon. One might get the
iden that all the socially promi-
nent do in thia socially insignifi-
cant havon is got their hair and
nails done. But these women,

superb as Timmy Cleary, the
roturning Army corporal. He
porsonifies both the eager but
uncertain son and a solf-confi-
dent man. Hip face mirrors his
emotions well, especially when
he's hit by his parenta’ bitter
crossfive. And whether saber or
incbriated, he projects tha son's
longing, anguish and desire for
peaca with his parents.

The paronts, John and Nettie
Cleary, are played by Dejan
Radovanovich of Livonia and
Christy Bonstell of Zeoland.
Radovanovich ia captiveting in
his ability to swing from nice guy
to angry, unrcasonable despot.
Ho displays a skillful grasp of the
wide range of emotions tho father
usca to psych ically menipu-

ith ‘Roses’ =

with ‘Steel Magnolias’

Buoncompagni_ delivered
some very funny lines inoffen- -
sively, a real trick. .

Pulling this all together with *
her magic wand and a lot of
fairy dust and pustel paint, was
et designer/ publicist/ director/
producer/ Sandru Guest.

Guest also directed these"
eccentric characters, Then in
an emergency, a8 the under-’
study for all the parts, ahe
donned n blond wig for the
Dolly Parton role of Truvy.  “*-

It may seem like a one
woman show but with this fine
cast, Sandy Guest ns Truvy has '
somo real soul food to serve vp. "~

understanding -— a eredit to

ish, are hard as nails.

Jacquelyn Arno playa the
Southern mognalia Shelby, who
is not very bashful. .Arno hos
feeling and enough light heart-
odnoss to tickle an sudience
pink, bringing more tears for
the finalo,

Sandy LaDuke, a nowcomer
to the stage, playa the difficult
rols of M’Lynn, Shelby’s mother.
She plays tho final sceno with

‘As Shelby says, “it is better to
have 30 minutes of somothing
wonderful than a lifetime of
nothing special” Mary Ligotti-
Hitch has something special to
offer as the awkward, nervous,
but very appealing Annello. The
holy roller Annello could havd
becn an offensive part, but Lig-
otti-Hitch’s interprotation is
sincere not judgmental.

As the cccentric millionaire
Clairee, Andrea Willis is price-
less capecially opposite the
obstinate Ousier, perfectly
played by Gloria Buoncompeg-

gistor than mother.

Technically, the show estab-
lighed o wonderful mood with
the tunes of Glenn Miller rever-
1 ing from an old-fashivned
radio, and the set — on apart- A
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VOU'RE PERFECT,
NOW GHANGE

YOU DON'T' NEED
SHAKESPEARE

THE SMASH HIT MUSICAL
SPOOF OF THE MOVIES!

Christy Bonstell's costumes
were flattering and well coordi-
nated with matching purses and
shoes appropriate to the immedi-
ate postwar period. Smith’s
Army uniform also fit him well,
and was neat nnd pressed.

The props were 8 mixed bag —
hit or miss. Whilc great care

late both the mother and son.
Bonstell is able to accomplish
the tricky task of displaying
emotion on her face while main-
taining the sclf-restraint expect-
ed from women of her era. While
she captured tho mother's anxi-
cty and anger well, the makeup
team needs to age her facially —
she looked more like her son's

GAKIANG UMIVERSITYS PROFESSIONAL THIATEN COMPANY

was taken to maintain period The Hit Musical Comedy .
accuracy in many roapecta — = o
including brown beer bottlcs QIS ?1‘3"91‘.’;:9“31'““0! . a
with tops requiring a bottle 3 - .
openor — an unstable rose vase, 213 Hadlson Ave. e@g@ﬂ ;;‘;";;;’;gg; o
@ crucial prop, toppled to the Detroit, M §8238 = - yeiy N
floor prematurely, making Bon- | ey a8 e e prome 233 Madisea Ave. o Datrolt, M3 § :
stell's aubsequent hurling ‘q!‘ the F e ==

vase across the reom

Colt Mot bor wroeps of 13 v
“or e (317) $EATD. =

tic. And the prop crew used tall .
tumblera instead of small juice
glasses for o conspicuous inch of
orange juice.

Book, music and lyrics
by Rivhard 0'Driens

April 14
through

May O

“‘2 rQueen

Rock‘n'Roll
Musicals!

MEADOW BROOK THEATRE

Mada posaible with the support of

i mblmr_rﬁ_tzmﬂr
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For Tickets Call
Meadaw Brook Box Office

(248) 377-3300
Yicketmasice (248) G45-0666
Mudson's & Harmony House
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It's The Summer of the Centity In

Dutch Masters

right dire
. join us at the Walk

FLAGSTAR Sthis weekefd!

Michigan Chapter, Inc.

W, BANK

MSTALK

presented by: @

Join us in our mission to end
the devastating effects of
multiple sclerosis on the lives
of more than 14,000 people
in Michigan.

7 detdils,; call:800/247-7382; -
or visit.us at WWW.nmSsSmi.org-

Walk registration
begins at 8:00 am!
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Grand Rapids! A once-in-a-millenium
package of attractions, including:

Daddy Longlegs!

(U 715 AMERICAN CENTURY” 3t the Gerald R. Ford Museum.

- Not Gne, but FOUR'-.

centuries of Dutch At “QUIET GRANDEUR" &t the Grand Rapids Art Museum.

§ THE SUMMER OF THE BIRDS AND THE BEES™ at the Frederik Mefjer Gardens.

« Theoriginal-  [EESESEN
w&m'm:._ SPIDERS!" at ¥an Andel Museum Center.

Call for your Sumsmer of the Century Family Getxway Package!

Grand Raplds/ Nent County
(onvention and Visitors Burezu

1.8TIVISIT GR (1.877.847.4847)
www.isitgrandrapids.org

Orvistt oot website and click on “Getaway Peckages”




