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You wouldn't recognize Josie
Geller in & crowd, Sho doesn't
atand out. But in high achool,
well that’s anothor story.

She's "Nover Been Kissed,” and
the cool kids don’t liko her. -~

Geller's got & problem, ehe's™
26, not 17, and on undercover
reporter for tho Chicago Sun-
Times. If she docsn't “transition”
into tho cool clique, she'll lose
her job, 8o will her boss, Gus,

That's the story behind “Nevor
Been Kissed” starring Drew Bar-
rymore as the caterpillar liko
Josie who blossoms into a beau-
ty, and John C. Reilly as her
cantankerous bosa with a heart
of gold.

‘Never Been Kissed’

“Thia ia 8o not a dream,” aaya
Gellor s the film begins, *T was
juat trying to do my job when
this happened.”

A copy editor who dronms of
being & reporter, Geller gete her
chance whon Gus® boss Rigfort
decides he wants to do a story on
high achools. He spots Geller,
who looka younger than sho is, at
a stoff meeting and gives hor'the

job.

Geller's cuphoria over getting
a break fades when she tells her
younger brother Rob (David
Arquette), “Remember what they
called you in high achool,” he
says — “Josie Grossic.”

A waroe of nausen sweeps over
her, but it's too late to turn back.

1f you've cvor wondered about
what it would be like to return to

A

high achool after you're all grown
up, you'll get a kick out of “Never
Been Kissed." .
Who did you hang out with?
The brainy nerds or the cool
kide? Fashions and music
change, but group dy i

All-American hig

Qeller falls for her English
teacher, the very hip Sam Cous-
lon (Michael Vartan).

“Djsguise changes all tho
rules,” he says while talking
about Shakespeare, “Diaguisca

-can be liborati

dan’t, .

Thero are still the boautiful
cool girls, Kirston (Jessica Alba),
Krlstin (Marloy Shelton) and
Gibby (Jordan Laddy} who have
the perfect clothes, hair and
makoup. Guy Porkins (Jeromy
Jordan) is the handaome one,
overy girl's dream, who makes
going to school worthwhile.

Brainy kids like Aldys (Leclee
Sobioski) hang out with the
other nerds, except now they
hang togother for protection. You
know, safety in numbers, *

you to do things you normally
would not do.”

Geller's doing & lot of things
she would normally not do and
changes in tho process,

As she stumbles through high
school her co-workers watch and
cheor her on in the newsaroom,
Everything’a being taped, and
watching Joalo in high school ia
better than a goap opera.

Anita (Molly Shannon), tho
offico floozy, visits Josie ot
schaal and is mistaken for tho
sex cducation teacher. Her lec-
ture is ons you'll laugh about for

They can got .

Back In school:
paper to her English class,

Kissed,”

been dragged to the show by,
their kida, !
The cast and staff are identi-
ficd by name and yearbook pic-
ture in the credits, A nice touch.
Abby Kohn end Mare Silver-
stein mako their screonwriting
dobut with “Never Been Kisaed.”
Raja Gosnell “Home Alone 3"
directs. Barrymore makes her

humans in line while they suck
human cnergy {or something like
that),

And our hero Neo is the One,
the Messiah, the what: ho

Drew Barrymore
while her friend Aldys
(Leelee Sobiesk, scated, right) listens in “Never Been

‘SuzAsxE HANOYI/FOX 2000 PICTURES |
as Josie reads her

film debut as producer.

“Never Been Kissed” marks.
Barrymore'a debut as a film jiea®!
ducer, In 1895, Barrymoro and*
Nancy Juvonen founded Flower
Films Ine. In the summer of 1887
they began a two-year, firat-look
deal with Fox 2000 Pictures, a
division of Twenticth Century
Fox. “Never Been Kissed” is the
first film to go into production.

‘The Matrix’ is entertaining
summer movie appetizer

if you pay attention you'll be able
to follow it without too much
trouble. That's not the aame
thing as saying it makes any

W
can save mankind and free their
min: '

Laureneo Fishburne, usually a
serious actor, is Morpheus, the
leader of an underground move-
ment. He and his small cadre
have broken free and inhabit the
real world (a pretty dreory
place). Also in the cadre is Trini-
ty (Carrie Ann Moss), a woman
who has also discovered the
truth and is waiting to have her
prophesy fulfilled.

As you can aee, with names
like Neo, Morpheus and Trinity,
wo are gotting pretty deep into
symbolism,

Not to worry. This movie is
really nbout stunning stop
motion photography, state-of-the-
art computer graphics, karate,
explosions and well chore-
ographed gunplay. It's violent,
but it’s the kind of fast, mindiess,

non apecific vielence that we.

asscciate with comic books and
Saturday matinecs.

The Wachowskis visual imagi-
nation is richer than their story
telling skills. They've created a
mock world within a mock world
and both are convincing in their
way. The story has been called
confusing by gome reviewers, but

Surf’s up for guitarist

Michigan bands, packed up his
stratocaster in the enrly '80s and
headed for Southern Californi

1 sense, of course. .

Reeves and Fishburne bring
some serious acting chops to
their roles and probably had o
good time, Reeves is quite good,
at swaggering in a long black,
coat. Lo

The rcal acting honors go to
Australion actor Hugo Weaviof
as the top bad guy. The contel
hero ia that the bad guya oll I56R
like Seeret Service ageats, whicl
is also 2 nod to *Mon in Bl
They wear dark glasses an!
radios in their cars. Weavingeses
slick, No NonacNAe ZOVernmeat
agent. —

The visuals taclude some KR
flying, kick boxing figlty
botwoen Reeves and Wea
bullets that are visible in I",l%
and some dramatic morphingwem

The Wachowakis also havd a
sense of humor and thero ore
verbal and, visual reforences to
the Bible, Greek mythology,
“Alice in Wonderland,” “The Wiz.
ard of Oz," “Twenty-thousand
Leagues Under the Sea” and
other inspirations. )

So what is the Matrix? An
entertaining ond mindless
eseape, perfect for a rainy doy. As
an appetizer it's pretty tosty.

Dick Dale

surf dude, Rock on.
Next, moondoggies, let’a surl’
the web for i i h

Ahhhh. . .a life complete with a
tow-paying job at a fabled music
school and the roaring surf. Who
better to comment on the Dick
Dale phenomunon?

*Dick Dale has been my men-
tor over siaco Koith Richards
died,” he joked, noting that the
Rolling Stono has never been
more alive.

How is he regarded in the cra-
dle of the surf civilization?

*Dick is undoubtedly a South-
orn Californin icon. You see him
in television commercials and
many musiciana know him from
his signature guitars. When his
music was featured in that
unforgettable sceno in ‘Pulp Fic-
tion,' his popularity surged.”

‘Wo asked O'Donnell to define
surf music.

*“If1 bad to labet it, I'd describe
it as pro-fuzz punk — o raw
sound that was niodificd by the
distortion of Jimi Hendrix,
When I hear an alternativo band
like Green Day, I usually dolect
same aspect of surf music with a
bit of technical Vinom

’
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a long time. 1
“Nover Been Kissod” is al
American fun with a littla
romance, botrayal and basebnll
wn i,
You'll find yoursolf choering
for Josio aa her confidence grows.
There is the *kiss,” but this is
mostly a movie gbout friendship,
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Any measage for Dick Dale
when ho visits our studio?

“When you ace that guy, tell
him he owes me money.”

Thanks for tho laughs and the
mock struggling-musician-speak,

es a local artist is using to cxhib-
it his work in this new medium.
Lowell Boileau started as a
painter but now uses the com-
puter as his canvas. His Web
gite, www.bhore.com, receives 2
million hits nhaually and was
honored as Yahoo Pick of the
Year.

*“When I was introduced to the
intornet, I know immediately
that things would never be the
same, I began using it to exhibit
my work because it appealed to
me as an eternel art opening.
It’s no longer a case of some m‘si
guy buying your work, and JIIt
never sce it again. Now, I cdnv
sider it a new art medium.”

With such intriguing galleries
as “The Fabulous Ruins ‘o
Detroit” on tho site, it is no wins
dor web surfers are drawn tq.it.
Boileau appreciates the fecdbick
he rececives through c-mail mes?
anges, and considers the ability,
to interact with the viewer a
major advantage to the medium.

We'll introduce you to the
exciting work of the now BACK-
STAGE PASS artist-in-rosi-
donce, Lawoll Boileau, and rever-
borate with Dick Dale on Detroit
Publie TV, -

Sundny, April 18 at 7:30 p.m.
Surfs up.




