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Tax from page A4

yoars later. All money raised
would be apent solely on achool
ropoirs and improvements, not
on aolariea or employee benefita,

. If approved, the two questions
would cost the owner of a homo
worth $100,000 and with a tax-
able value of $50,000 an extra
$100 o yeor.

Absent from Monday’s meeting
was Annette Bowden and her
husband, “Butch” Bowden, a for-
mer Clarenceville trustoo who
oppose tho twe tax questiona and
who formed the grassroots’
group, “Pro-Clarenceville Citi-
zens Against Broken Promises”

A Bowden family membor
Tuesday snid “Butch” Bowden
has been hespitalized with paeu-
monia and was unable to attend
the meeting.

Bowden previously aaid the
district should stick to the plan
approved by residents in 1996:
Spend the approximately
$226,000 gained yearly from tho
curront 0.76-mills on building
improvementa, let tho tax expire,
a8 planned, in 2004, and then go
bock to residents and nsk for
more money to keep the repair
momentum going.

Former achool trustee Gary
Gasser, who served on tha board
when rosidents passed the 1996
*sinking fund” millage, attended
Monday's meeting, but didn't
speak publicly. .

Confusing voters?
fter the meoting, when
od, he said he is leaning
toward Bowden's position.
. *We never promised we would
not, come back and ask for mare,
but we may have implied or sug-
ted it,” Gasser said. “T would
have liked to see the present
‘einking fund’ millage run ita
covirse (until 2004). I think we're
Inaing sight of our original objec-
tive, which was to repair the
most critical areas, If we ask for
more now, it's confusing to the
voter.” .

The diatrict’s most critical
needs cost $4.4 million; the dis-
trict now wants to keep the
momentum going and move to
the next level of improvementa,

“These are atill things that *

need to be done, not luxuries,”

\said-trusteo Matthew Boettcher.
“If.we keop the $226,000 we're
now getting, we'll have to be fru-
gal. We're stuck with what we
got, if that's tho judgment of the
district. Then we won't be oble to
do the things that neod to be
done.”

Costly repairs

To show the gap that exists
between need and cost, Tattan
pointed to the $295,000 cost to
replaco windows in Clarenceville
Middle School when the diatrict
only geta about $225,000 yearly
from the current “sinking fund.”

The 41-page “sinking fund”
proposal contains five pages of
projecta that conld be done in the
next fow years if both tax pro-
posals pass in Junc,

1o 1999.2000, the following
projects would be done:

B Complete Clarenceville Mid-
dlo School window replacement,

M Bogin Clarenceville High
Schoal window replacement.
. B Creatc o bus leop behind
randview Elementary.
i 8, Resurface parking lot at
Botaford Elementary.
.. B Replace and improve
Clerenceville High boilers gnd
heating system.
;.In 2000-2001, the following
projects would be done:
- @ Continue window replace-
‘ment at Clarenceville High.
. @ Repair roofs as needed.

® Begin renovating plumbing
in restrooms.

B Add seccurity lighting at
buildings.

B Make playground improve-
menta.
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a wonderful selection of in-season merchandise from:
Dresses ® Designer ® Sportswear @ Intimate Apparel
Accessories ® Ms J. ® Children's ® Home

“Savings off original prices of selected styles. No adjustments made on prior purchases.

Jacobsons

Blmingham ¢ {248) 644-6900 Llvonla * (734) 591-7696 Rochastar » (248) 651 -6000

SHOPPING HOURS * MON-SAT 10-9 » OPEN SUN AT NOON

Gitt Cortificates Complimentary Silver Gift Box Jacobson's Charge
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