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Cranbrook grad writes

engaging ba

Battle Croek
By Scott Lasser
(William Morrow and Co., 824}

Bascball sea-
son is juat
around
bend., What bat-
ter wuy to wel-
come ita return
than. to' read

“Battle Creok™
by former Cran-
brook and Uni-
versity of Michigan graduate
Scott Lasser. It takes us back to
basoball as it should be played:
for the love of the game, without
million-dollar contracts, artificial
turf and pricey box seats.

Koch & Sons Class A Amateur
Baseball Club of Pontiac has
made the finals four years in a
row. A "dynasty” in its own
right, it has spawned more big-
league players than any other
amateur team. Yet cach year,
when the national hi;

the’

Book-of-the-
Month  Club’
sports . novel

young parolen, Jut “when Gil
bees Luke Jamesjswing the bat
he believes, belieyes in the game
and a God who intends men to
play it.” Luko {s & natural. With
him on board, 1he toam can't
lose. ! R

But there’s another cost to
winning - a financial one. Uni-
forms, travel expenses and

. equipment don't come cheap.

And the toam's sponser isn’t con-
tributing much these days. So
{t's up to Gil to make up tho dif-

* ference from hib modest income

his aging Jewish immigrant
father, who dislikes aports and
made certain' his son had a
“proper” career, is inadvertently
financing tho team. With power
‘of nttorney, Gil can draw on his
father’s bank account, no ques-.
tiona asked. t's OK, provided
tho old man doesn’t linger too

as a.steel sale‘f rop. Ironically,

long. K
‘The coach isn't the only ong
with & passiqn to win. Therc's
elso Bon Mercer, who “loves the
gams ... the dancs of the infield
ice and the pop of the bail

is hold in Battle Crook, the
Michigan players lose,

Conch Gil Davison swears it
won't happen again. This year
he'll be hard. No more keeping
“two-fifty hitters who play ajl

iti d 1y but none

in the cntchng; mitt, the flicker
of signals from the catcher with
a man on second, and the lean of
'u:al:nl‘!playar 08 he rounds third

8. X
In fact, Ben is even more
d with the game than

i
100,200, 40, 445, 636,730,
94,1318 .
ASY UXVSES

excoptionally.” The normally
soft-hearted coach is dotermined
that his team will win, no matter
what the cost. H

And cost it does, although the

th
with Emily, an Ann Arbor histo-
ry of art major whose front door
eign,’ perty is Thelt,” Lelies
hu}- vd}!xngum 'to ’lpeng;l‘m_enn-

price originally seoms small. Gil

Davison is encouraged to recruit.’

Luke James, a rookie who spent:
- fivo years in prison for a crime of

passion. Cautious by nature, .

Davison is reluctant to meet tho

Martha Ray

Take It From tho Big Mouth:
The Lite of Marthn Raye

By Jean Maddern Pitrone

(The University Press of Ken-
tucky, $25)

This hit-and-
miss t h
tells the story of
Margy Reed, the
granddaughter
of & Michigan
amelter,
was born to
hard-scrabbling
vaudevillians at
a charity hospi-
tal in Butto,
Montana, in the
. carly days of
this century. Her brother,
Buddy, was born literally back-
stage at n Grand Rapids theater
when sho was still a toddler.
Both were groomed for the stage
almost before they could walk,
Margy would go on to fame and
fortune, and change her name to
Martha Raye. Buddy would die
in obscurity in his early 208 of
alcohol-related problems, a
would a younger sister, Melodye.

Martha Raye made her stage
debut at age 3-1/2, singing a
spirited version of the pop tune
“Jada,” as her mother, Peggy,
accompanied her on the piano.
The little girl's initial perfor-

H

VICTORIA
DIAZ

who'

earns
28 stockbroker. Once a player in

the major leagues, Ben is the
star pitcher for his team. But
Iately, his arm has been acting
up, What will happen when ice
packa and pain killers no longer

seball novel

work? Doos Lie hava the guts to
do whaatever it takes to win, like
throwing illegal spittera loaded
with Vaselino? .
Lasser's approach to story

tolling is like o summer brecze: -

soft and beguiling, We move cas-
ily from the conflict-ridden base-
ball diamond to the eterile order

of a nursing home to a student

" ghotto described as “n magical

placo whore bicyclea hang from

trces, refrigeratora rest on porch-
©8 ... and paint chips float in the
wind.” Plot construction is seam-
lss, aa events aeom to.unfold
Raturally, offortlesaly.
“Thu same for Lasser’s charace
ra. They are sympathetic, and
it's casy to identify with their
tgoals and frustrations; the com-

. petitive spirit is, after all, uni-

versal, And like us, they are
flawed. Rationalizing less-than-
acceptable behavior has become
a way of life.

- Literature that is judgmental
or draws straight lines between
cause nnd effect ia not longer
fashionable. Yot it's hard to rend
Lasser’s first novel outside the
context of a morality tale. “Bat-
tle Croek” showa us what the
price of winning - at any cost —~
can be, Aa the atory suggests, all
too often an innocent victim
rather than the perpetrator pays

o price.
*Battle Creok” will be avail-
able in local bookatores in May.

Esther Littmann is g resident
of Bloomfield Township and a
tutor in English and German.
You can leave her a message
from a touch-tone phone at
(734)963-2047, mailbox number
1893. Her fax number is
(248)644-1314.

e had local roots

oa at one I for
more thon about three days.
Education for school-nge per-
formers often fell by the woyside,
and consequently, she was only
marginally literate for the rest of
her life, according to this biogra-
- v

phy.

By the time her brother and
sister died, Raye was an ostab-
lished screen stor, stage pere
former and nightclub entertain.
er. Eventually, she wopld make
a name for herself in television,
also, hosting “The M Raye
Show” in the early '50s, and
making numerous guest appear-
ances on other showa alongside
such stars as Bob Hope, Milton
Borle and Steve Allen. )

But her pr 1 success

tery, the only civilian so
honored by the famed 8pecial
Forees Unit, tho Green Bereta. -
In her research, Michigan
writer Pitrone has uncovered
several events in Rayo's lifo that
will hold special appeal for
Detroit-area readers. Among
them: the week of Aug. 7, 1837,
when the entertainer broke all
admission records at Detroit’s
glittery Michigan Theater; the
night in 1940 when she opened
at the €nss Theatre with Al Jol-
son and Ruby Keeler in *Hold on
to Your Hats"; and her some-
timos rowdy appearances at
Homtramck's hot night spot
“The Bowery” during the boom-
ing post wa:ryeaic.

was noarly alwaya shadowed by
what her friend Milton Berle
called "personal disaster.” She
was married seven tijnes - the
firat ehortly after she frrived in
Hollywaod, to makegp master
Bud Westmore; the lajt to Mark
Harris, a "fan” 33 years her
junior, Perhapa nono bf her mar-
riages, though, were quito as
unhappy ‘as the distant, rather
cold relationghip a}%: had with
her only child, Melodye, who,
obviously if we are to believe this
biography, played second fiddle
to her mother's all-important

caregr.
mance drew so much Readers who will b from the
that her parents, nlways looking Raye chiefly as the "tako-it-from- k
for ways to acquire more nl:xd the-big-mouth” apok for inf i
Tooki ioted her Polident's televisi 4 al

better

F ocky G

gaid of Raye's performances that
she "burned up more enorgy
than a guy in o 16-round fight.”
And these of us who have never
witnessed Raye perform in any
medium will remember her
rapid-fire speech, her exaggorat~
ed mannerisms, hor special tal-
ent for the zippy ad lib. Even if
we were not diehard fane of
Martha Raye, few in an audience
would complain that she lacked

verva,

Perhaps, for that very reason,
one wishes that the writing of
this initial biography contained
moro liveliness, While *Take It

Big Mouth” includes a
inl amount of ing
and Pitrone scoms

immodiately  into . their
vaudevillo act. Soon, Buddy took
his first bows onstage, and not
long nftor, the talented brother-
gister team “ndapted themseclves
1o ... starring roles”

audicnces brought tlhn‘ family a
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a O
thoy had nover enjoyed beforo, it
came at a prico that would sifect
Martha Rayo pormanently. The
nature of the vaudeville circuit
in its heyday required that por-
formors travel almost constantly
from city to city. In fact, it was
unuaual if entertainers found

LOCAL BESTSELLERS . '

may not be aware of the true
extent of her singular devotion to
her fivorite audiencs, the Ameri.
can nilitary, until they have
read toiz book. Baginning in
World War 11, Raye would visit
and entertain some of the most
romote outpostsjon hor own,
even helping out as a *nurse” at
field hospitals and extonding
invitations to the oldiera to visit
her whon they returned home
(many took her up on the invita-
tion), Eventually, she roceived
the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom. On her death, she was laid
to rest at Fort Bragg military

to have taken special pains to
present it fairly and objectively,
the writcr's style seems slightly
dry and remote, tending to make
us feel rather distanced from her
subject, rathor than drawing us
closor, Quite often, "Take It from
the Big Mouth” reads almost like
a moro listing of events in Rayo's
life, rather than the unfolding of
what could have been on these
pages o highly deamatic story.

Victoria Diaz is a Livenia free
lance writer who specializes in
book and theater reviews. You
can reach her by voice mail at
953-2045, then press 1854,

Bestacilers in the Great Lakes

Reglon .

For the Week of April 12
Hardcover Fiction

1. Tara Road, Maeve Binchy,
Dell .

2, Tostament, John Grisham,
Doubleday

3. Ashes to Ashes, Tami Hong,
Bantam .

4. Bittersweet, Daniollo Steelo,

Dell | .

5. Vittorio the Vampire, Ann
Rice, orn Housa .

8. Abide with Me, E. Lynn
Harris, Doubleday

4. Huoh ‘Money, Robort B,

Parker, Pu

toam
8. Singls & Single, John
LeCarre, Scribner
9. Poisonwood Bible, Barbara
Kingsolver, Harper/Collins

10. While I Was Gone, Sue
Miller, Knopf -

Compiled by the Great Lakes
Booksellers Association whose
members are independent book-
stores operating in Illinois, Indi-
ana, Michigan, Ohfo and other
states in the Great Lakes region.
Courtesy of The Books Connec-
tion, 19043 Middlebelt, Livonia.
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