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By ELEANOR HEALD
SPECIAL WRITER
I With the speed that Italian
restaurants opened in Motro-
Detroit only a fow yecars ago,
‘Asinn-influgnced eateries are
now eprouting up ncroas the
‘area.
! Phe latest iz Stir Crazy Cafe in
District 6 ot Great Lakes Cross-
ing, Auburn Hills, that opened
1ast Fridny, April 16. -

Since 1995, founder and preai-
dent Gary Lefl has succesefully
operated three Stir Crazy Cafes
n the Chicogo area, This'is his
inaugural in the highly competi-

~-live, modorutely-priced entery
scenp of southeast Michigan.

Leff, o Northwestern Universi-
ty MBA. grad, who worked a5 a
management consultant for For-
tune 500 companies, conceived
the Stir Crazy idea during a trip
to Asia in 1992, Attracted to the
many healthy ingredients and
clean, bold flavors of Asian cui-
sine, Leff redirected his career to
that of enterprencuriat restaura-
teur.
~-He snys he chose the Great
‘Lakes Crossing location because
“Auburn Hills is an up an com-

o Stir Craxy Cafe
Whera: Great Lakes Crossing, Auburn Hills, District
elther Joslyn Road or Bolawin Road South exits}.
Hours: SundayThursday 11 e.m. to 10 p.m. Fridsy and Saturday
until 11 p.m. -
Monu: Fresh, creative Pan-Asian with noodie and stir-fry dishes. Cre-
ate-your-own or sit-down full secvice.
Cost: Lunch $7-10, Dinner $8-14. Kid’s menu, seven ltems $4-5,

6 (off 1-75 use

Inctuding free dessert. .
Resservations: Call shead seating.

Credit cords: All majors accepted.

Rea team, have came up with
another savvy plan offering plen-
ty of visual stimulation, sotting
an Oricntal mood. At a cost of
$1.5 million for the interior, soft
maple wood stained a honey
color, croates u glow sending
your eyes upward to tho lighting
and the voluptuous silk fabric
shades.

Stir Crazy's Crazy Buddha Bar
with hammered iron wok
torchieres, inspired by a wok and
chopsticks motif, move your oyes
to the large, gleaming exhibition
Iitchen with its four double wok
atntions. Wok cooks, under direc-
tion of Malayaian native and
exeeutive chef Wah Chew Boey,
face diners creating their meal
at tho i ive food bar.

ing nren with strong
ivs, but presently under serviced.
Being near the 25-screen Star
Theater complex is a groat
draw.” . o
Location just inside the Dis-
> trict 6 entrance is a big plus for
diners who come to cat seriously-
prepared food, but don't wieh it
1 ted by entertai t
and the amped-up atmesphere
offered at other cateries in the
Jheart of District 6.

Adding to its steliar reputation
as the arca’s busiest restaurant
designers, JPRA Architects of
Farmington Hills and the Ron

More eye candy on tho walls —
2 bright “wok on the wild side”
Orientnlin mural depicts among
other activities, a colorful dragon

- opening chopsticks. Chincse

charactors printed ig classical
calligraphy send “crazy” mes-
sages to those able to translate
then.

In one word, Stir Crazy Cafe is
“cool™® Add that it offers fresh,
high-quality food at rcasonable
prices in a fun, yet sophisticated
environment, and you have a
happening place before or after
shopping or a film at the new
Star Thenter.

WHAT'S COOKING

- and classic, criapy, delicate Veg-

* number one in this department

Best food deals at Stir Crazy
are on tho limited lunch menu,
offered Monday to Friday from
oponing until 4:30 p.m. Prices
then are 25°percent less than
dinner, yet only downsized por-
tion-wise by 10 percent.

If as Midwesternors, wo're
anything like Chicagonns, top
appetizer solections will be
Crispy Sesame Calamari served
with a wasabi cocktail sauce,
Coconut Shrimp with a sweet
and sour tamarind dipping sauce

etable Spring Rolls with Thai
sweet and sour sauce.
Chinese Chicken Salad is

and among noodlo dishes,
favorites are Pad Thai with
Shrimp and Crazy Chow Fun

. with Shrimp, loaded with pen

pods, bean sprouts, mushrooms
and onions in a black bean
sauce.

‘Wok-Tossed Entrees and Spe-
cialty Plats winners include
Kung Pao Chicken, Ginger Beef,
Sesame Chicken and Asian
Cajun Tuna.

Some selections are marked
with onc (spicy) or two (very
apicy) chilis. As a reference
point from one who likes Asian
dishes kicked up, Stir Crazy very '
spicy is moderate compared to

Fired-up: Generai manager Andy York (left to right),
with other chefs to prepare orders at the newly opene

Thai spicy.

For those who like to move
around, create-your-own stir-fry
begins with all vegetarian n& $8.
D. A

Stir Crazy Cafe opens in Great Lakes Crossi

noodles, then add a sauce from
the selection of a dozen.

Among desserts, overwhelming
first choico is Famous Banans

pending oa choice, ch
beef, shrimp, fresh fish or cala.
mari can be added for $2 to
$3.50. Fill your bowl from, the
market bar, choose from gwo
styles of rice and two types of

deop-fried with white.

chocolats, vanilla ice cream, and

earamel sauce. :
A large solection of bevernges

N
and Chef Wah Chew Boey work:
d Stir Crazy Cafe. :

ng

T10TO BY JOEX BTORAND

available. Wine drinkers rejoice.
Any wine on the amall but crafly
list is $6 por glass or $18 per bol-
tle. Each wino comes with a sug-
gested ment item. B
Looking to the future and late
2000, owner Gary Leff hopes to
have more Stir Crazy Cafes, one
in oy .

and special nks, ling.
seven bottled Asian beers, ore

and tho other in
Novi. .

Send items for consideration in
What's Cooking to Keely Wygo-
nik, Entertainment Editor,
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, Inc., 36251 Schoolcraft,
Livonia, MI 48160, fax (248) 651-

2739, | 0 e-mail
fwygonik@oe. homecomm.net
=" We're collecting information
ubout Mother's Day brunches
‘und special dinners. Send, fax or
anail infomation about Mother's
‘Day as soon as possible to Keely
Wygonik at the numbers listed
dbove, Laok for Mother's Day
menu information in the Observ-
2r & Eccentric Newspapers on
Thursday, April 29 and May 6.
THE LARK
T Chefs de Cuisine dinner 7 p.m.
Monday or Tuesday, April 26 or
April 27. Chef de Cuisine Marcus
Haight is given carté blanche to
dazzle dinners with his own per-
sonal cuisine. The cost ia $90 per
person, not including extra bev-
orages, tnx or gratuity. A wine
bouguet will be available at an
attractive price. The restaurant
is at 6430 Farmington Road,
West Bloomficld, Call (248) 661-

4466 for more information.

. EMILY'S RESTAURANT

Springtime in Paris.
Cheflowner Rick Halberg offers a

‘menu concentrating on spring

fooda, French wines and a
romantic mood — the next best
thing to being in
Paris mid-weck at his restau-
rant in Northville, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, April 28. Call (248) .
349-0505 for reservations and
information.
THE GOLDEN MUSHROOM
Five-course wine dinner with
owner and winemaker Justin
Baldwin of Justin Winery i‘n Cal-

ward, Bloomfield

Hills, $50 per person. Thisisa
Napa Valley Vintners Associa-
tion 1999 tour

stop.  Among participating
winerics are Anderson's Conn
Valley, Benessere, ™~

Cosentino, Staglin, Robert
Pecota, Silverado, Stonchedgo,
Turnbull Trefethen,

Duekhorn and William Hill.
For tickets phone (248) 356-
76’ .

P.f. CHANG'S CHINA BISTRG
Popular P.F. Chang's China

Bistro in Someract Colloction

South, Troy, does not take reser-

but has adopted “call

ifornia’s Paso Robles app
Tasto these superb wines

- matched to each course by Exec-

utive Chef Derin Moore, 6:30
p.an. Thursday, April:29. The cost
is $55 per person, call (248) 569-
4230 for reservations.
WINE TASTING
Thursday, May 13, 7-9 p.m.
Napa Valloy Wine Tasting to
benefit J.P. McCarthy
Foundation at The Kingsley
Inn & Suites, 1476 North Wood-

7,

K] ¥ Rib House & Snlaon &
USE SPECIALTIES: .\
All Ribs Are Served With GarlicToast, Cholee of Tossed Salad or Creanty
Cole Sltw & Cholce of Stéak Frics, Red Skins or,Baked Fotato

~Bg

.. 57.95

Pick-A-Bane Speclal - Betweeti 5-7 Bones.....
i

1

Half Slab. €10.60
Full Stab. . R 314,95
wWhole Stab for Two. eichaeneeded 16,95

This Dhser inditdes mr orders of potatoes.twa onders of salad or -
Cole slaw, . two slices of Garile Taast

ahead seating.” Just give the
restaurant a call (248) 816-8000
a half hour before you plan to
arrive and if there's & wait list *
{which there will be on weekend
cvenings), your name will be
added. Upon arrival, notify the
host ataff that you called ahend.
When your name reaches the top
of the list, you'll be seated at the
next available table.

UNIQUE RESTAURANT

CARSY OUT 61 5374450
BIG CINCO DE
MAYO PARTY

Erpees VIR

CORPORATION

Has created a savvy way for
companics to earn incontives
and motivate employees with a
dining bonus, URC Busincsa
Lunchoon Club offcrs reguinr
customers the ever-elusive “free
funch.” Club members carn
points when they order food for
offico mectings or reserve in one
of URC's 14 locations for 10 or
more guests. Upon collecting 10
points (1 point = 1 reservation or
order for 10 or more), the compa-
ny is rewarded with a free din-
ner for two at any URC restau-
rant including the popular Duet,
Fusion, Morels and No.VI Chop-
house & Lobater Bar. Enroll at
(248) 646-0370 Extension 216 or
any URC restaurant or Dell
Unique.
OUTDOOR DINING

Big Rock Chop & Brew House,
246 S. Eton, (south of Maple}
Birmingham (248) 647-7774;
Paint Creck Cider Mill &
Restaurant, 4480 Orion Road,
Rochester (248) 651-8361 and
the three Enst Side Mario loca-
tions 2273 Crooks Road (north-

Ding-ln O

ted

east corner of M-68) Rochest
Hills (248) 859&622} 81630

y evenings. Call (248)
354-4854 for more information.
~The I i

Ply-
mouth Road (west of Merriman)
Livonin (734) §13-8803 and
29267 Southfield Road (between
12 and 13 Mile Roads) in the
Southfield C St i

1 Cafe cele-
brations encourage cultural
exchanges among the diverse
ethnic groups in the Southfield

Center (248) 569-9454 have offi-
cinlly opened their patios,
INTERNATIONAL CAFE SERIES
Experience an evening of Mid-
dle Eastern Culture, 8 p.m. Fri.
day, April 80 at the Southfield
Pavilion; 26000 Evergreen Road,
(between 10 and 11 Mile Ronds).
Chalean dinncer provided by La
Fendi Middle Eastern Restau-
rant. The menu will include tra--
ditional Middle Eastern cuisine.
The Rafid a! Afrah Band will
porform traditional Middle East-
ern dance music following din-
ner. Reservations are required in
advance. The cost is $20 per por-
son, Tickets are available at the
Southfield City Hall weckdays
8a.m. to 5 p.m, or the Parks and
Recreation Building '5-7 p.m.

MOUTH STAMP SHOW
Michigan's Largest
Stamp Show

April 24 - 25,1999

Sal, 10 am-8 pm ¢ Sun. 10 am-4 pia

@ APS National Aceredited Show

© 2800 Pages of Stamp Exhibits

@ 41 Dealers from U.S. & Canada

@ Seminars & Society Meetings

4 Junior Program {{ree stamps)

@ U.S. and U.N. Post Offices

@ Cachel Covers & Show Cuneel

© Free Admismion & Parking

A
Plymouth Central Middle School
Church Strees at Main Street i
Dawntown Plymouth, Michigan

‘Thars., :_tpn 22ndy

CRAC

X

Ap#. 22rd & Sat., Apr. 24th

with Bobby Lewis

Call For Resérvations

537-5600

Sunday Mornin’
in New Orleans -

Sunday Brunch & Jazz
10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Closed Mon./Tupg.+Wod.sTh.sSun. 11-10 pm / Fri.sSat. 11-11:30 pm Fishbone's
. invites you to
- - - t— - enjoy our special
.~ PRIME KIB DINNER ;- blend of authentic
G bt ey S S 14,95 New Orleans food,
FARLY DIRD DINNERS - *5.95 Franch Guarter
‘.\;1‘(')‘?-.”“ :\.m:\: l)NlL\’l stmosphere
lons Chopped Slibin FAMILY RESTAURANT and live Jazs...
] }1‘;{‘;",,‘;",;;’,’;::’,; Hind Sorving Authentic Maxican Food Now & Sunday
” Taclade ot Solad, vegrie o potate: X N A tradition in
m’l‘mﬂ{,%uuu o g HALF;OFF A Matro Detroit.
“’;‘,:"“ "‘,J;;'-“ ;}""c oi'”g\ l)éf‘lip' FASIION SHOW el 2ND .u)uc“ OR
Now Appearing...tire ON-S R - . o
TIE SHOS CASENEN ) 4711200 AM [ Staring tfoon od AN - DENNER
el U mAmtARG K.ye0w T
5 SSMEN'S,
BUSINESSMENS. | DINNER! 36600 GRAND RIVER AVE. tctwoon Hasod D P Southfield
s s Jrom ° (248) 474-8417 29244 Northwestern Hwy.
95 - 6.95 ~ 248-351-2925
AMPLE LIGHTED PARKING . biodial
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