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After\44 years downtown, Dr. Schroeder puts down his stethd\§'cope |

By DIANE, GALE ANDREASRI..
BPLCIAL WRITER

uring 44 years in d'ajwntown
@Fm’mingﬁon. Dr. Raymond F.

Schroeder has troated thou-
sands of patients, delivered some
450 babies and nurtured countless
friondships with patients, whose
fato he considered his responsibility.

“When someone dies, it's extreme-
ly sad, of course,” Schroeder said.
*But a docter should see a death as
a defeat to some degreo.”

Retirod only as of Montay, he
scems to be taking with him a fad-
ing tradition of doctors who looked
after o family’s entire medical needs
and became an important member
of the unit.

A couple of days before his retire-
ment, the tall, thin, Cary Grant
look-alike, with steely blue cycs, sat
at his worn office dosk and was
reflective.

“I didn't think it would bother nis,
but it has,” said Schrocder, 69.
«There's on awful lot of paople 1
won't sec for a long time. The fact
that people come to you is a flatter-
ing thing. It's extremely gad beeauso
I'll miss some of the mosat marveloua
peoplo in the world who have been
coming to me for years.”

With about 200 retirement cards
tucked away, der looked back
at the upstart doctor he was four
decades ago when he was recently
married to his wife of 46 years, Joan
Marie.

He is nmazed by how new and medical haveo-
extended the average life span by 10 years, and how the plethora of
information available to beginners today makes his generation pale
in comparison. D .

Changing world .
“By today’s standards, wo were inept,” ho said. “Thesce doctors are
very, very bright and well-trained. When I just started out, choles-

. terol Jevels wore considered acceptable at 300 and now it’s a death

knell, In those days, it was truly a practico, beeause we didn't have
the technology.” )

Schroeder was 26 when he graduated from Kirkaville Ostcopathic
School of Medicine in Kirksville, Mo., after four years at Central

Michigan University.
Ho chose thi licine, b he liked the phi h
“Ost hi dicine tends to the whale body rather

than individual parts.”
He advises new doctors to listen to their patienta. *If you listen to
your patients long enough, the patient will tell you what's wrong. I

House calls: After 44 years in Farmington Dr.
th ds of patients and helping bring more
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than 400 babies into the world.

was told that ns a young doctor and I'm convinced that's accurate.
Too many doctors take their patients for granted. And if they do the
best job that they can, the financial rewards will take care of them-
pelves.”

Raymond Schroeder has retired after seeing

*In the beginnix;g. when our children wore small,
thare wore o lot of hours that he put in, but it all
worked out,” his wife said from their West Bloomficld
Township home. ;
Different practice .

As his paticnts aged, Schroeder stopped delivering
babiss and trenting youngsters and began concentrat-
ing on the needs of people 66 and older. At 95, his 0ld-
est patient is Kathleon Rich, a j

5 jcnt,
A 3 ‘If you lis-
tantovour . -
patients long
enough, the
patient will
tel! you what's
wrong. | was
told thatas a-
young doctor
and I'm con-
vinced that's
accurate. Too
many doctors
tako thelr

common for police officors to
drap off peoplo with minor medi-
cal needs at his offico, which
gerved a8 an emergency room of
sorts, Ho wore a coroner’s hat,
too. Pulice would suramon him
to death scones and Schroeder
had to figure out the cause.

With the tremendous amount
of information and constant
medical breakthroughs,
Schroeder snid it would be
imposaible for one doctor to take
caro of family’s entire medical
needs from prognant women,
their doliveries, the children
who were born and their grand-

parenta.

For all of his 44 ycars,
Schrooder’s best resource for
stoying informed about new
procedures was daily visits to
the hospitals visiting his
pationts and talking to their
gpecialists. And rathor than
taking an adversarial approach
to the burgeoning number of malpractice law-
suits that plague doctors,; Schroeder looks at
it from the pntient's perspective. .

“Ma! i has been a major

rewards wlll
take care of
themselves.’

In o profession where ¢verything is lifo and death, Schrocder’s
career score pad ia marked with low points when his paticnts died, in
spito of the inevitability, and delivering babics among the happieat
times, including thoso done on trailer homo floors, In fact, he deliv-
ored babies to bnbjcs ho delivered.
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Schroeder

—Farmington

Ehysiciun

concern nnd affects some of the way a doctor
practices, But it has some purpose because
without it the patient would Inck protection.”
Similnrly, t'n)o city of his practice has.
1 1

Marking the ts in logy, Schrocder
that early in his practico there were no ultrasounds for pregnant
women ond multiplo births were often a surprise,

*Ono time during a delivery, a woman had twins," ho said. “I was-
n't prepared, tho patient wasn't prepared and the family wasn't pre-
pared. But everyone was happy.” .

Over tho years, he had two offices on Grand River, 34 years in the
last one and 10 years across the atrect, Enrly on, he regularly put in
13-hour-days and his work week included Saturday. More recontly,
he cut down to 24 hours and he added, “that was much more pleas-
ant.” Ho has threo children and two grandchild
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Visit our wobsite:
MICHEYECARE.CO!

24B-352-2806 or BOD-676-EYES

Serving the community since 1971.

Michigan Eyecare Institute have performed
over 15,000 refractive procedures and helped thousands of people improve
their vision. We own our FDA-approved Excimer Laser and will match any
advertised rate for LASIK performed in the state of Michigan.
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Saturday, April 24th

Meet Belleek Ambassador
Anne Louise Carney!

Heslop’s Special In-Store Presentation

bip from Ircland, Betleek ambassudor Anne Louiss
amey will make # special appeasunce ot Heslop's
ivonia and Troy stares on Saturday, April 24th.
Don’t miss this unigue opportunity to;
* Have yous new purchiases rigned by

Belle2k's awn Anne Louire Cansicy.
- « Purchase the “Kilmore Cotrage™ Rox,

N

Jenny Jones became famous for putting people on the hot seat.
Now it's her tumn as a Michigan jury decides who is liable for the
murder of Scott Amedure. Don't battie the crowds downtown at
the courthouse...watch the trial live with the experts on Court TV.

, 00,
‘When Schrocder first hung hia shinglo, he
was tho sixth doctor in the commuaity.
Today, he’s ono of hundreds. Tho avid golfer is also nurturing a love,
of gardening and plans to spend more time vacationing, something :
he couldn't do at length befare. In the past, a8 an independent practi-.
tioner, he couldn’t leave hia patients for more than 10 doys at a time;
Amid ali tho changes in the medical field and the community, one’
incd hroed inucd to make house calls

thing
until the end.

Dr. Raymond - ~

The Jenny Jones Civil Trial
Weekdays at 9 a.m. ET
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