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Mayor stumps for classroom crowd

BY TIM 8MITH

As mayor of Farmingten Hills,

Aldo Vagnozri acts, interacts
and even oversces marriage
pacta,
But Vagnozzi, during a recent
question and answer scssion
with third-graders at Highmead-
ow Commeon Campus, credited
anothor reason why he has man-
aged to be successful in the city’s
top elected job for five years.

*Sensc of humer,” enid
Vaognozzi, who is stopping down
from the post in November dus
to term limitations, “Sometimes
Il be at & council meeting, and
things get heated up. Just a lit-
tle humor lightens things up,”

‘Talking to people in the com-
munity is another essential, said
Vagnozzi to tha youngsters, now
assembling information from
officials and local businesses in
order to create classroom “min-
isocioties.”

That sometimes means going
out and knocking on doors,
where ho hears about “a lot of
problems” that aren't brought up
at Monday night council meet-
ings.

The mayor made sure to tell
atudents about having self-pride,
without becoming arrogant.

“Have pride in your work, cor-
tainly,” Aldo said. “But you want
to be humble. I really like thia
community because they troat
me as an equal. So, don't get too
high and mighty.”

One student asked Vagnozzi
how it feels to be mayor.

*“It feels good,” he replied. *I
like it, eapecially when you can
holp somebody. That’s tho beat
part of the job,"

As with any clected position,

things don't always go smoothly,
he said, answering a question
about pros and cons of the job.

His favorito aspect is getting
stopped on the street and being
told the city is being run effi-
ciently.

The hardesat thing about it?
*“When somebody calls you and
you have to tell them nothing
can bo done to help them with
their problem.”

Students showed their envi-
ronmental savvy by anking
Vagnozzi about wetland protec.
tion. One asked about whother
they aro protected in Farming-
to!

n o
“(Wetlanda) have to be five

Pet therapy group
drums up interest

By Tid SMaTH
BTAFF
tamith@oehomocomm.net

At Michigan State University,
where voterinarian Dr. Sally
Walshaw teaches prospective
vets, students already have a
profound love of and for animals,

Walshaw hopes to also instill
in thom a desire to volunteer
time for organizations such as
Pot-A-Pet. She plans to attend
Pet-A-Pet's annual mecting this
wecek, and then take back some
ueeful information back to the
Eust Lansing campus,

“I'm going to ... talk to stu-
denta about it, give them the
names of poople like (Pot-A-Pet
founder and president) Ruth
Curry,” Walshaw said. *I would
encourage people in the commu-
pity to think about becoming
involved in this program. Even if
you don't have a pet, there are o
1ot of other things you can do.”

The non-profit organization's
annual meeting is scheduled
from 7-9 p.m. Thursday, May 8,
at the William Costick Activitiea
Center, on 11 Mile Road cast of
Middlebelt in Farmington Hills.

“Tho mest important thing you
can share with your community
is time,” Walshaw said. *If you
have a friendly animal that you
are willing to take to a facility,
like & nursing home, it brings a
special opportunity to those peo-
ple. They have a chance to inter-

act with animals again.”

Walshaw said pet therapy
holps nursing home patients, for
cxample, to “meet new friends at
both ends of tho leash,” the ani-
mat and pet owner,

But organizations such as Pet-
A-Pet don't just benefit recipi-
enta of visits from dogs and cats,
said Walshaw, holder of a doc-
torate of veterinary medicine
degree from the University of
Pennsylvania.

Volunteers who bring their
pets to nursing homes, hospitals,
assisted Jiving facilities become
energized themselves.

“After an hour of bringing
smiles to people, and that's what
the animals do, you, the volun-
teer, ... have a real burst of ener-
gy.” Walshaw added.

Still, Pet-A-Pet is always in
need of more volunteers of the
animal and human variety, said
Curry.

Koynote speaker on Thursdnuy
evening is Michelle Kooz, who
will discuss the topic: “Bonding
with Your Dog Through Activi-
tics.”

Providing entertainment will
be K-9 Klick.

Also expected on hand will be
Renee Esordi of San Diego,
Calif., whose book about pot
therapy is due out this fall,
Esordi's book tentatively is titled
“You Have a Visitor - Observa-
tions on Pet Visitation and Ther-
apy.”

Warner Middle School trio
makes grade in essay contest

Threo students from Warner
Middle Schoo! in Farmington
Hille have been named local
winners in the 30th Annual
America & Me Essay Contest,
sponsored by Farm Bureau
Insurance.

The threec students, whe
oarncd the first-, second- and
third-place awards for their
school, are Chelsoa Johnaon,
first, Michnel McIntoah, second,
and Alexa Feldman, third. All
threo recoived nward certificates
for their nchicvement. Aa the
schools first place winner,
Cholsea's nomo will also be
engraved on g plaque for perma-
nent display in the school.

Chelsea's first-place cssay
now advances to the state level
competition, from which the top
10 ssanya in Michigan w:ll_b
seloctod, Tho top 10 statowide

i who will be d
in April, will reccive plaques,
cash and U.S. savinga bonds val-
ued from $600 to $1,000. In

ddition, the top 10 casnyi
will bo honored at a banquet in
Lansing, meet with Michigan’s
top governmentat leaders and be
the foatured guests ot a Lansing
Lugnuta minor league baseball
game dedicated in their honor.

Saveral thousand eighth-
grade students from nearly 500
Michigan schools participated in
the 1998-89 America & Me
Essay Conteat. The topic of tho
contost was.-*My American
Horo”

Started in 1868 and open to
all Michigan eighth-grade stu-
dents, tho contost encourages
Michigan youngsters to exploro
their roles in America’s future.

4

acres or more to bo pr
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His honor: Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi fields questions from third-graders at Highmeadow
Common Campus. The Farmington Hills mayor makes regular visits to schools in
order to get children interested in government and politics.
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the mayor said. “We're talking
abaut passing a local law to pro-
tect the smaller oneca. ... The
state law is, if you cover up a
wotland, you have to build one
the same size somewhere clse.”
On Friday, April 23, the stu-
dents were treated to an encore
of how local government works,
chaperoned by Vagnozzi. They
visited the Farmington Hills city
complex, including the police
and fire department, administra-
tive officos and council cham-
bors. Inside the latter, they took
part in a “mock” session.
According to Vagnozzi, the
youngsters “made some good

bicycle holmet law, which the
actual council is currently dis-
cussing.

‘That very bike helmet law was
delved into at Highmeadow a8
well,

Most students raised their
hands after Vagnozzi asked
them if bike riders ghould wear
helmets. No one would argue
about the importance of safety.
But the mnyor noted that it isn't
that simple to enuct a law.

“You just can't adopt a pro-
gram and say cverybody’s going
to wenr a helmet the next day,”
he explained. “There’s a lot of
education that'a needed.”

Hills police nab teens
camping in vacant house

BY LARRY O'CONNOR Two tecns, one from Redford
BTAF? WRITER " and the other from Livonia, are
j jles. Polico aro petitioni

Farmington Hills police
interrupted what appeared to
be o burglary attempt at o
vacant house on Pear] Street
Thursday afternoon.

Those involved appeared to
be using the house as a hang-
out, police learned.

At 1:53 p.m. police arrived
after a neighbor reported see-
ing two males climbing out a
rear window. Police, entering
through a car wash on Eight
Mils and Pearl, saw two malea
wearing trench coats atanding
at the carner of the house when
they were joined by another
teen male. All three tried to
run away, bumping into cach
other after sceing police.

Officers captured two of
them near a creek in a nearby
wooded area while a third was
arrested after re-emerging on
Eight Mile,

Insido the house, officers
found a fire set in a toilet atart-
ed with a notebook. Burn
marks were found in the
kitchen.

On Friday afternoon, police

‘the Wayne County Probate
Co

urt,

A third member, a 17-year-
old Redford male, would be
charged through the Qakland
County Prosocutor’s Office.

Arson charges oro not likely,
police said.

*“There was intense and
smoking going on inside,” said

Farmington Hills police 8gt.'{ |

Tim Swanson. “They were cer-
tainly careless ... but there
doesn't ppear to be any intent
for arson.”

White paint was splattered
inside. Similar paint waa found |

on the three taken into cus- |
.
All three told police they had { :

been kicked out of their respec-
tive homes and had been stay-’
ing at the home, which is up’
for sale, All three had lighters
on them. i

The homcowner said he is
solling the house, which had.
been locked. A front door was,
found kicked in. .

Coincidentally, the seme
police officer arrested the 17-

were

y 1d for t
same house n year ago.

king into the.|

OCC hosts wine event May 12

The Culinary Arts Depart-
ment at Oakland Community
College’s Orchard Ridge Campus
prosents the Fourth Annual
Great Lakes Great Wine Walk
Around & Testing 6-8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 12, in the cam-
pus J building.

As an added feature Great .
Lakes dishes from such top area

restaurants as Tribute, Fox &-.
Hounds, Mae & Rays, and the |
GoldengMushroom will be pro-
sented.

Admission is $40 per person |
and all proceeds will beneSit the |
OCC Culipary Arts and Hospi- :
tality Management Scholarship -
Fund, For reservations and tick- *
ct information call 471-8340.

Mom will dafinitely want to hold
on to these versatile gifts!
Soft, supple leather and durable,

MOM

(% a gift from Jacobson’s means more

$54 to $240.
Handbags

microfiber
from Hobo International. in &
varlety of styles and colors.

Gift Cortificates

Birmingham » {248) 644-6900 Livonla « (734) 591-7696 Rochester » (248) 851-8000

SHOPPING HOURS » MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

Complimontary Silver Gift Box

Jacobson's Charge




