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The 14-year-old annual event is
held to celebrate music in public
schools and links 8 million chil-
<dren in song worldwide.

The Brass also initiated the
Fund for tho Advancoment of
Musical Education, which pro-
vides grants for professional
musicians to help in the continu-
ance of their musical studies.

"Waro impressed and pleased
wnh our relationship with musi-
enl_education, especially brass
plnymg,"wmt_s snid,

»We're doing something at the
Ejstman School and these guys
have grown up with us, lta quite
un touponmblhty and we're happy
about that influence. What wo
disgovered is that we do some-
thiing that normal students can

identify with.. They may dream
about 2 symphony or a rock and
roll band, but they see us play
and think they can do it.”

For the award concort, in addi-
tion to music from *Carmen,”
Watts said the group will per-
form Bach's “Toccata and Fugue®
and music by Duke Ellington.

“QOur new recording coming out
May 18 is on the music of Duke
Ellington. We're excited and
proud of it,” Watts said.

Thia eclectic mix is typical of
the Brasa, Though their classical
credentinls are extensive, they'vo
also played the music of tho Bea-
tles, John Philip Sousa and Dix-
ieland.

This is Elliagton's centenninl
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year and Watts promises a dif-
ferent approach oa this album,

idea was to create a serious clas-
sical braas ensemble,
Brasa inatr were for

“It was written and ived
by Luther Henderson who was
associnted with Ellington in the
408 on hia classical pieces and
did a lot of his arranging,” Watta
aaid.

*The group haa been invited to
Harlem in the fall to perform a
concert of Ellingten music.

Despite the jazz lnbel, Elling-
ton's compositions, espocially
longer pieces like “New World
Coming” and “Harlem Sunday,”
are as classical as anything by
Gershwin, Watts snid.

When Watts and tubist
Charles Daellonbach founded
the Brass in 1871 in Toronto the

color. String and woodwind
ensembles wero the usual classi-
cal mode. But it didn't take Jong
for the Brass to dovelop a large
and loyal audience,

The secrot was playing seri-
ously but also having eome fun.

“At the early concerts we want~
ed to show what wa could do,”
Watts said, “What we learned
was to relate to and play for an
audiencq, and we've never lost

Whon asked to name his
favorite Brass albums, Watts
again showa the eclectic style
they’ve adopted,

“The Lennon-McCartney I
roally lovs. Our Bernstusin. I
loved the Wagrsr and ‘Red,

Brass,” he said. “Wo'ro
working on two exciting projects
for fall. Reccnﬁy we've been so
‘eromsover’ that we're roming

back to classicel with a
vengeance,”

The Brass are oupucinlly
prominent during the holiday
season, when they are as ubiqui-
tous as.Bing Crosby and Gene
Autry.

*It was an obvious thing, brass
and Christmas, The Salvation
Army been setting us up for
vears,” Watts said. “That's the
busiest time of the yenr for us,

A festive mood will also prevail
for the awards activities, In addi.
tion to the public concert, a gala
gvening package ia being offered
that {ncludes aperitifs, the con.
cort, dinner and an afterglow.

Previous recipients of the
UMS award, sponsored by Ford
Motor Co., are pianist Van
Cliburn, soprano Jessye Norman
and pianist Garrick Ohlasan, The
program raiges funds for the
UMS Education Program, which
reachos thousands of children
and adults each ‘season. through
in-schesi visits, pre-concert lec.
tures, master classes, teachor
workshops, youth and ﬂumly

frvm T
we're working e'vsry nlght.'

perfor: and addit
activities,

nén-musieal role out of 13 pro-
ductions. I like it because [ have
to be serious.”

“Wait Until Dark” is serious,
dead serious. Susy Henrdrix
might die if she can’t outwit the
three ex-convicts intent on
rotrieving a doll full of heroin
from her home. Susy is unaware
of'its' contents until master
criminal Harry Roat /r. enters
the scene, Roat will go to any
length, including murdering
Susy, to recover the white “gold.”
Using the well-honed senses she
developed as a result of the
blindness, Susy must depend on
Gloria (errcloch) to serve as
her “eyes”

“There's a lot of scary stuff:

guns and drugs,” said Wiercioch.
But fear isn't in Wiercioch's
blood. Stage fright isn't in her
vocabulary either. If it were,
Wiercioch wouldn't be well on
her way to a career in theater.
Since attending a summer the-
ater camp at age five, Wiercioch’s
alrendy performed in the chorus
of “Showboat” at the Masonic
Temple, and as Little Red in
“Little Red Riding Hood" at the
Marquis Theatre in Northville,
Wiercioch hasn’t limited her-
self to theater though, She's
sung the National Anthem at nll
the Plymouth Whalera home
games at Compuware Arcna this
season. In her spare time, Wier-
cioch models for print ads for

KMart. Her face can also be seen
in the frames for snlo at Kmarts
across the country.

A student at Qur Lady of Good
Counsel in Plymouth, Wiercioch
in spite of three late-night
reheargals a week, is an honor
student and a member of the
track team.

“My husband and |, wo're just

drivers,” said Susan Winx‘cxoch. '

Sarah's mom. “School comes first
to her. She comes right home and
does her school work before she
sces her friends.”

Sarah knew at age four after
seeing a friend perform in a play,
that theater would play a big
rolo in her jife. Even though a
veteran performer at her tender

age, Wiercioch knows she still
has plenty to learn and she's
depending en diractor Ralph
Rosati to teach her.

Rosati's been directing playa
since 1975. Ho knows the stoge
from both sides of the lights. He's
acted in 31 productions himself.
Rosati researched “Wait Until
Dark" by renting the video of the
I1'967 film starring Audrey Hap-

urn,

lighting is the key to making it
all come together.”
Keith Prusak plays the villain:
the ‘murderous Hnrry Roat Jr.
The hardest part for him is being
nesty to his wife Ariana who
plays Susy. They've been married
two years, Their rolea lnst season
in the Plymouth Theatre Guild
production of “Arsenic and Old
Laco” had them playing lovers.
They alao acted in the recent
SRO Production *Death Trap.”

“In this production, lighti
has been a challenge ," snid
Rosati. “Tho last two scenes it's
dark, hence tho title ‘Wait Until
Dark, and it gets scary. Thero is
violence. That'a why it’s not rec-
ommended for children under 12.
It’s very dark and tense, and

*I dofinitely don’t want any-
body to like Roat,” said Prusak.
“Roat is a social misfit. It's a duel
between Susy and Roat to the
death.”

Ariane likes playing opposite
her “real life” husband. A gradu-

ate of Lutheran High School in
Westland, Ariane carned a
degrec in theater arts from East.
ern Michigan University in 1994,

“I enjoy the last scene where 1
play cat and mouse with Koith,”
said Ariana. *It really does get
seary, It just draws me into the
fear.”

Even though they're at each
othera’ throats on stage, off
stage, Wiercioch says “the other
people I get to work with are
really nico.”

*“We have a great group of peo-
ple,” adds assistant director
Diana Wells of Livonia. “Therce’s
a bonding already”

Avon Players discover a ‘lost’ gem in ‘Children of Eden’

“Children of Eden® will be per-

formed May 7-8, 14-16 and 20-22
atlthe Avon Playhouse, 1186
'hl;nlrcn, Rochester Hills. Perfor-
mances start at 8 p.m. Sunday
performarices start at 2 pm. In
addition, there will be a 2 p.m.
pekfermance Saturday, May 8.

No performance is planned for
Mother's Day, May 9. Tickets are
$16. For ticket information, call
(248) 608-9077.
BY MARY JANE DOERR
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Somewhere is the lush garden
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THE SMASH HIT MUSICAL
SPOOF OF THE MOVIES!
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of Stephen Schwartz' other musi-
cala “Gedspell,” “Pippin® and
“Magic Show” and his movies Poc-
ahontas and the Prince of Egypt,
the compedling musical “Children
of Eden™ has gotten lost.
Fortunately, the Avon Players
picked up the scent of this rose

from the musical theater litora-
ture and has produced it with a
"spark of creation” that places
these thespians far above and
beyond other companies, Like last
year's heart throbber, “Blood
Brothers,” this production
explodes with drama and real fire,
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It's The Summer of the Century In
Grand Rapids! A ence-in-a-millennium
package of attractions, including:

Gmihpldsllzm(nmy
(onvention and Visttors Bureay
LOTIVISIT GR {1.877.6474847)
www.isitgrandrapids.org

Dutch Masters
Daddy Longlegs!

V & "ﬂlEAMERlG\N CENTURY" at the Gerald R. Ford Museun.

Or visit oor website and click on “Getaway Packages.”
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Leeann Chin

Karl Miller plays God, the
Father, not with lightning rods
and words of
destruction but with compassion
and understanding. From the
beginning, he exalts with his
omnipotent voice in songs like
"Let There Be" giving the show
its momentum. Jeanne DeLong
dona an angelic "Roma Downey™
wig to be a charismatic Eve, car-
rying the first act’'s momentum,
Her presence is electric, singing
“The Spark of Creation,” and her
soliloquy is perfection, Pursuing
that exceollenco, slimy Kevin
Edwards creates the hissing
snake dancing around Dennis
Eost’s glistening Tree of Knowl.

edge in 2 sizzling dancing duct,

with DeLong. Terrific scene.

‘This modernized version of the
Biblical story is given even more
of a contemporary bent by Justin
Morck as tho angry young man,
Cain, He plays a tecnager who
turns anger into domestic vio-
lence, killing his gentler brother,
Abel, played by Matt Soisson,
much to the grief of Adam,
(David Pedulka). Podulka doesn't
have the center stege as much,
but his "A World Without You"
has magmtm{c

That world is a set not unlike
that for “Joseph and the Techni-

CHINESE CUISINE
Please Joln us as we open our first restaurant in Mlchigan.

To celebrate, clip the attached coupon and see why
Leeann Chin Chinese Culsine has been voted
“Best Chinese” In Minneapolis for the past 18 years,

Available for dine-in or carryout.
' Open daily from 11 AM - 9 PM

threatoning .

color Dreamcoat” with the cho-
rus of etorytellers flanking an
enormous rotating turntable
where the show's important
action centers, Thore, Act I ends
with Faust-like splendor as Eve
is taken into heaven, leaving a
sense of hope.

Wnt‘h Evca death and Jeanne
DeLong’a subsequent departure,
Act II might have lacked luster
oxcept that Kim Monterossa's
voice as Noah is inspiring as is
Mary MeCune'a voice as the ser-
vant Yonzh,

Act T'a spicy humor is missing
in the more scrious story of the
Flood, but then the dialogue is
more focused and the master-
piece qualities of the show's
meaning comes through with
songs like "The Hardest Part of
Love" (a marvelous duet by
Miller and Monterosso) and "I
am no Stranger to the Rain"
(McCune'a impassioned solo). Act
II algo is highlighted by the
march of the animals using
Megan Bourland and Tina Vill

In Rachestor, John Deierlein
and his creative team of Judy
Privasky and Tom Russell have
found that treo of knawledge in
this "Pursuit of Excellence,” and
the fruits of their.laber is a show
that no one should misa,

SOUPY:SALES:

Farmington Civic.Theatee -
33332 1 .

efs On Salet.Cali Now'248473-7777
", Conning: GAYLORDS, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER.2S'

1853 E. Big Beaver
Troy, Michigan
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Cwine o

248.740.0%06

One free appetizer platter

one regularly priced entrée.

with the purchase of

Offer not volid with any other
Explres 6715199




