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Follow the Ridgedale Plé}iers "Into the Woods’

*Into the Woods” will be pre-
sented Frideys, May 7, 14 and
21, Saturdays, May 8, 15 and 22,
and Sundays May 16 and 23 at
the Ridgedale Players theater,
205 W. Long Lake, Troy. Curtain
timo is 8 p.m. ﬂ-:a'a,ya and Satur-
days, 3 p.m. Sundays. Adult tick-
cts cost $13. Senior and student
Sunday tickets are $12. To order
tickets, call (248) 9887049,
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The F.\dgedalu Pluyers produc-
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Jim West doés a great job as
The Narrator, who-weaves the
familiar fairy tales - Cinderelia,
Jack and the Beanstalk, and the
Baker and the Baker's Wife, Lit-
tle Red Riding Hood and Rapun-
zel ~ into a fantasia that
involves them all, and, in Act II,
undercuts the hnppy cndlngs
with twists of fate we all recog-
nize, The Narrator (the one who
“gives direclion™) disappears in
Act 11, and West becomes The

tion of 8
Jamea anma s “Into the Woods,
directed by Susan Skibici and
Leura Kerr, is wonderful. The
cast of 16 actors interacts with
speed and a rich scnae of the
play’s poignant, wry intelligence,

Nancy Jeanne Potts bubbles
with life as The Witch, who locks
her daughter, Rapunzel, in a
tower for 14 years. Wishing to
protect her golden-haired dough-
ter from the world, Potts is very
strong, She sets the plot going by
promising the baker and his wifo
a child if they bring her by mid-
night a milk-white cow, a blood-
red cape, a golden slipper and
blond tresscs. Potts and Amanda
Bayly (Rapunzel) do a moving
rendition of “Stay With Me,” and
Potts is onc tough Indy in “Last

Man in the Woods, o
neccessary figure.

Suzette Shuller brings a neat
comic touch to “A Very Nice
Princo,” and gentloness to the
lovely song “No One is Along.”
Shuller's voice has range, and
this musical gives her the chance
to use it. Dan Fuller is stalwart
and hilarious as Cindurnlln (]
Prince.

Fuller strikes )uut the right
attitude and is especially gosd in
his love sceno with the baker's
wife and doubling as Tho Wolf,
singing a sexy rendition of
“Hello, Little Girl.” But Fuller is
at his best in his duet with his
brother, Rapunzel’s puzzled
Prince, played by Eric Henrick-
gon, “Agony,” a song about how
delicious it is to want what you

can't havo (like “Slecping Beau-
ty”) is one of the best songs in
the show; Fuller and Henrickson
do it juatice.

Gwen Elbert is fine as Jock’s
rackety, loving mother. Tom
Peterson is full of bounce, heart,
willingness, anything but high
intelligence as Jack, the plucky
fellow who climbs the beanstalk
and brings down a goose that
lays golden eggs, & harp and a
giant whose wife later lays waste
to the community. Tania Velincky
is o spirited, funny Little Red
Riding Hood, She has verve,

In a show filled with fine per-
formances, Carl Jones and Hplly
G. Hellsten stand out; they're
terrific ag the baker and his wife
who get their child and then lose
their way. They get to ask a lot of
questions, afong with The Witch,
Rapunzel, and Cinderella. When
Cinderetla tells The Prince *My

" father’s houso was a nightmare;

youra was a dream, Now I want
something in-between” as ehe
holds the baker’s son, sho meana
she wanta what the baker and
his wife had. Jones and Hellsten
give us the married state in all
its bliss and annoyance.

: Eugenia Garner, Conny Cratch
and Carla Peterson give us Cin-
derella's selfish, pretentious fam-

Muslcal: Holly Hellstein (left, the Baker’s Wife) and Carl Jones (the Baker) are ter- 5
rorized by Nancy Potts, who plays the witch in “Into the Woods.”

ily - in spades. Diane Dillard as
Cinderella’s dead mother who
shows up from time to time in o
ligi:ted window in a tree, as
Granny who makes a fur coat
out of The Wolf, and as the
Giant, is equally good at being
swect, loud and nosty. Stan Iobst
is a dutiful Steward. .

Kerry Price’s musicnl direc-
tion/ piano and Valeric Mould’s
choreography show flashes of
brilliance. So did the set by
Iobst, Tom Coffe, Sonia Milton
and crew. The cestumer. by
Michael A. Gravame, Shirley
Fager and lots of seamstresses
were marveloua, So were the

props by Laura Kerr, sound by
Thom Griffen, make-up by Julie |
Fuller and lights by Bob Garner.
Carl Stewart played percussion,.
Kathy Oliphant, flute, Alan,
Oliphant, trumpet, and Eleanor ~
Struble, bass.
Iloved the cow.

Talented youngsters making dreams come true-

Maybe it happened during a

men—
BACKSTAGE
PASS

flurry of spring
cleaning or even
a frantic ran-

king of your

from their April performances at
New York's Kennedy Performing
Arta Conter and the White
Houue. tho orgnnlzntmnu new
“Everybody’s

home in search
of an address of
a  long-time
friend. In the
shoebox of life's
most important
clutter, some-
times we stum-
ble into a cre-
ative relic from
our  teenage

years.
Whether it's a poem or song,

an experimental project for-art-

class, or a love letter, the free
flow of ideas and passion with
which we expressed our dreams
then con often trigger an emo-
tionol response now. Given our
{ife experiences, we might be
able to refine the same work if
we were doing it today, but it
would be hard to match the
unfiltered thrill of our original
effort.

Th:s week on Backatage Pass
on Detroit Public Television,
you'll meet some talented young
artists whose shoeboxes are
overflowing with dreams, some
of which have already been renl-
ized.

What n month it has been for
the young performers of Detroit's
Maosaic Youth Theatre! Fresh

Tnlkm,"' begins a four-day
engagement at the Music Hall
Center for the Performing Arts
on Thursday, May 13,

This original musical play is
an adaptation of Shakespeare’s
comedy, “Much Ado About Noth-
ing,” done in Motown style with
singers, rappers, comics and
dancers.

“Just walking into the
Kennedy Center was an incredi-
bly thrilling experience, and the
chillenge for our cast’was to
kecp the awe in check and
remember that theatre is theatre
and music is music, no matter
where you're performing and
whao's in the audience,” said
Artistic Director Rick Sperling.

“There's a concern that kids
don't dream as big as they did in
the past. Experiences like these
help them realize they can
expand their horizons,” he adds.

‘The Mosaic Youth Theatre has
demonstrated that its work is
worthy of a national stage, and
the dream of becoming the first
nationally touring youth theatre
is something that can be
achieved.

Few schools in America can
mateh the creative legacy of
Detroit’s Cass Technieal High

School, and the perennial sprout-
ing of talent has produced a
bumper crop of dreams this year.
The gifted members of the

. drama department will perform

in the first new production of
Mbongeni Ngema's “Sarafina” in
over ten yecars, May 12-13 at the
Southfield Center for the Arts
and May 19-21 at Cass Tech.
Ngema made an exception to
his long-held decision not to
release the rights to “Sarafina™

complexities that come with
youth. Members of the power-
pop band the Sights were born in
the cighties, have rocked
through much of the nineties,
and have unlimited promise for
the new century.

On the next edition of BACK-
STAGE PASS, airing Sunday,
May 9 at 7:30 p.m. on Detroit
Public Televigion, you'll see and
hear the Sights, visit Cran-

when he heard that the stud

will represent the United States
in the Fringe Festival in Scot-
land this August. He not only
believes in the ability of the
group to*tell his story as it
should be told, but, obviously, in
the power and potcntinl of

reams.

Cranbrook Academy of Arts is
another place to see who's up
and coming on the arts scene.
The 1999 Graduate Degree
Show, going on through May 14,
presents the work of over 60
young artists, architects and
designers.

When established music
artists reflect on their careers,
they often choose their carliest
recordings as their favorites.
Many times, their long-time lans
agree. With experience came
polish, and likely, greater com-
mercial success. But, by catch-
ing a band in its infancy, yau're
treated to all the encergy and
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brook’s Graduation Show, and
sample the thentrical work of
young talent at the Mosaic Youth
Theatre and Cnss Tech.

If you've temporarily lost touch

with the way you used to dream
and create as a kid, with apelo-
gies to the late Ed Sullivan,
we've got a really big shoebox for
you.

Your Choice, From *119®
¢ Chicago Historical Society Package
* Art Institute Package
® Shedd Aquarium Package

1-800-621-6909

ASK ABOUT OUR CHICAGO BEARS FOOTBALL PACKAGES

*Speclal Packages incluk: raom, taxes. parking and two tickets. Secmd night only *79=.
Subject to svailabilty. Fachages cannot be combined
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Join us for
the 15th Annual
Greenfield Village
Antiques Show & Sale
May 15th-16¢h
Lovert Hall

Special Preview Evening
Frudan, May L4 0pm 010 pm
Gadvance tichers it

I T S GOING

HENRY
FORD
MUSEUM

The Greenfiedd Village Antiques Show

& Sale featuees

40 nationally and

ly recognized exhib and

GREENFIELD
VILLAGE

1929-1999

Deachurn, Michigan

Antiques Show & Lecture
Sale hours: Remerbv.anie of Things Past;
Sarurday May 15511 am.t0 ? pm. The Golden Ape of

Sunday, May 163 11 am. 1o pon.
Admunsions $7.00

Preenh i the s and uke henefic Henry Fond Mincum & Greenfiekd Village's SmanFun'* Fseld Top Prgram

Sgonwmml by Sxheln s and Huwr et
T O CHANGE

an inspiring display of antiques from
atound the warld. For more information

of tickers please call 313.982.6044.

Awmnri.an Antiguer 1700-16830
Lecturer: Mt Wendell D. Garrert
Satunlay, May 157 2tipm,
Spontored by Satheby's
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