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Singoer
Eathero ia maok-
ing general con-

. versation when
all of a sudden

sho just freaks,
“On my God,
’ there's this huge
L ’srl:/nkc on ‘Real
. It's a boa,
CHRISENA  Oh'my God and

it's ... it's a foot

* thick. And it
sleeps with kids during nap
time. The snake snores, appar.
ently it like lives in their houso
and it’c allowed to sleep with the
kids which ia like little bunnies
to them,” she said before shiver-
ing.
Esthero — one name only,
please — is casily excitable these
days. She’s about to ombark on
her first tour since she under-
went throat surgery to remove
nodes on her vocal chords in Jan-
uary. Recavery is coming along
slowly for her, the Ontario, Cana-
da-born singer said.

“The first show I did it was

a

n't aing for a week afterward.
Thon the show after that, 1
couldn’t sing until two doys
Inter. The show after that I
seemed OK. It's like a muscle
and you have to build it back
up,” she said.

The surgery was one of two
major changes for Esthero in the
last six months or so, Sho also
parted ways with “Doc,” the Min-
nesota native who sorved as

music director and co-producer

on her debut “Broath From
Anather” (Work),

“He was just somebody that I
hed made the record with and
coopernted with and he didn't
dig being on the road very
much,” she said halantly,

tion,

With “Doc™ gone, her live
shows will include new guitar
and trumpet players and a few
apecial touches,

1, like, i d a lot of

group Black Tape for a Blue Girl.

*I enjoy it because it gots me
away from Projekt and it let's me
spend timo concentrating on my
ﬁ""' M'ld ‘lyricht/mngwrilnr Sam

the samples back in there
because we proved ourselves as
organic players and sausicians,
Now I brought a few more ele-
ments, probably unrecognizable
to anybody but me, back in live.
Thoy're still triggered by our
drummer. [ just give them more
work to do.”

Esthero opena for Gus Gus ot 8
p.m, Saturday, May 8, at St,
Andrew'’s Hall, 431 F, Congress,

Detroit. Tickets are $16 in

Preas material from the Work
label credits “Doc® was crdnting
the majority of tho album’s
music including the ethereal hits
“Country Livin' (The World I
Know)" and “Heaven Sent.”
Esthero’s vocals — three-parts
Sade, with a little Sinead O'Con-
nor and Bjork thrown in for
good measure — effortlessly

d for ges show,
Call (313) 561-MELY or visit
http:l lwww.961Imelt.com for
more information.

Self-made group

Som Rosenthal i3 a eelf-
described workaholic. He said he
easily works 12-hour days as the
founder of Projekt Records, an
influentinl Chicago-bansed goth

The Chicago-based group is
now touring in support of “As
One Aftame Laid Bare By
Desire" (Projekt), its eeventh CD
over.at,

“The new one is the most
melodic, It just sort of worked
out that way,” he said.

Although it's on album No, 7,
the group didn't tour until two
years ago when Rosenthal decid-
ed to showcase the band at a
Chicago music festival in 1997,

“It wasn't as hard as I
thought,” he said with a laugh,

“The main problem is the
vocalists don't live in the same
city so basically I have a touring
band that is different from the
recording band. We're a three-
picce with Elysabeth and she
eings and plays viela., Liaa
(Feuer) who's on the album,
plays flute and backing vocals.

great. It was ono of the best
shows I'vo cver done but I could-

float over a bed of trip-hop,
acoustiz guitar and

h

label. In his spare time, he is the
lyricist/e riter for the goth

It's kind of creating the band on
stage using the songs from the

STHEE

Esthro réady' to stouring again

album. With différent musiral
elementa.”

Black Tape for a Blue Girl and
Dragon Tears Descending per-
form Saturday, May 8, at The
Labyrinth, 1703 Cass Ave.,
Detroit. Tickets are available at
the door or at Ticketmaster out-
lets. Doors open at 8 p.m. for the
all-ages show. For more informa-
tion, call (313) 438-6153 or visit
http:! lwunw, projekt.com.

Cooper craze

Alice Cooper seems to be the
man of the moment. He is host-
ing Rhino Records’ “Musical
Aptitude Test (RMAT), an SAT-
style music test to find the ulti-
mate music trivin expert, 8 p.m.
Wednesday, May 12, over the
Internet at
http/fwww.music.yahoo.com. For
more information, visit
http//www.rhino.com or call the
RMAT ‘hotline at 1-888-846-
3848. Speaking of Cooper, he will
sign copies of his new box set,
“The Life and Crimes of Alice
Cooper™ (Rhino), at 6 p.m. Satur-
day, May 15, Harmony House,
30830 Orchard Lake Road (south

of 14 Mile Road), Farmington™
Hills, Call (248) 626-4633 for
more information. .
Misc: "

Pote “Big Dog™ Fetters has’
added a few musicians to his lit-
ter and has dubbed the act Big,
Dog and The Woofers. They per-
form at 9 p.m. Friday, May 7, at_
The Alibi in Farmington Hills,’
and 9 p.m. Tuesday, May 11, at
the Library Pub in Westland. ...
Lisa Hunter’s song *Faith” will
be featured on “Outward Bound”
on the Discover channel at 11
a.m. Saturday, May 8. To hear
clips of Hunter's music, visit'
http://www.lb.com/onemanclap-
ping/lisa.htm or http/Awww.ama--.
zon.com.

Christina Fuoco is the pop !
music reporter for The Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers. If you .
have a question or comment for
her, you can leave her a message
at (734) 953-2047, mailbox No.
2130, or write to her at The
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, 36281 Schoolcraft Road, |
Livonia, Mich., 48150, or cfuo- !
co@oe.homecomm.net.

Monster Magnet leader thrives on surprising fans -

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO
BTAFY WRITER
cfuacoBoshomecomm.net

Long atringy hair, ‘70s-style sunglasses
and well-worn jeans, Dave Wyndorf's charac-
ter is unforgettable.

‘Wyndorf, the lead singer/guitarist for the
rock band Monster Magnet, apologizes for
calling late for an interview.

“I got caught up in the phone press train,”
Wyndorf said in his smoky voice. “Press train
== Pulling out of the station, Woo-Woo!™

SWyndorf has had a lot to talk abou. lately.
Monster Magnet is one of the few hard rock
bands to hit the top 40 in England. Some-
by stole his beloved, custom-made block
1gliter vest with a silver embroidered pan-
tHé® Monster Magnet was on the Marilyn
Manson tour, off the tour, back on again and
off once more. And of all things, Monster
Magnot is the only band in recent memory to
have an autograph session in a strip club.

“That was per my request, requesting and
requisition. Finally a record person with
enough gonads just said, Yeah, let's do it.
That’s a good idea.’ I thought it was perfect.
Theonly thing was that it was ~ustricted to a
certain age group from going it,” Wyndorf
said of the event held in Detroit.

“It ahould be on the record that we did an
autograph signing nt a strip bar, at least

once.” .

Oh and there’s the music, Monster Magnet
has found success with ita latest album
“Powertrip” (A&M/Interacope), on which
‘Wyndorf dabbles in hard rock, blues, and
even some acoustic music.

“I love bluea and I love acoustic guitars
and stuff,” Wyndorf aaid via telephone from
his New Jersey hame. I keep going that way.
1 get to sing low a lot Jately too.”

The songs on “Powertrip” were written
over the course of a few days, something new
to Wyndorf.

“I had to put myself on the schedule so I
wouldn't freak myself out and from getting
too caught up in the procesa of writing to
please a lot of people, which always if your
worat enemy. You should please yourself
first,” he explained. "

“I write a song a day and look at them all
when you're done and pick out the best ones.
A lot of the songa are reactions to previous
songs 1 wrote.”

. For example, Wyndorf said, if he writea

three cll-out *high energy rockera” ons day,
he may follow that up with an acouatic; num-
be)

Y,
Bluesy and acouslic songs are indicative of

“Nobody told me that we were going to be
outaide on the lawn the whole time. ... It's
like going back to school where you stand
outside waiting to get in the school, freezing
your (butt) off, and once you get in it's 98
degrees and you fall asleep immediately.

But the biggest stretch for Wyndorf wasn't
entering into the press or political ring.

*I figured putting on a turtle neck was a
bold compromising statement for me.”

The New Jersey resident makes it very
clear that his whole image is no gimmick -
it's renlly him.

“Everybody’s got a gimmick. I try to keep
the gimmicks as close to the truth as possi-
ble so I can live with it - girls, sex,
paychedelia to a certain extent, crazed imagi-
nation, delusions of grandeur. That kind of
stuff goes through my head every day so if I
wear it on my aleeve I can do it for 2 while.
1t’s not like I say, ‘Awe, I've got to shuck this
;'ole.’ 1t's purely for survival's sake that I do
t.”

Monster Magnet witk Staind and
Hemigoed, 8 p.m. Thursday, May 13, Clutch
Cargo's, 65 E. Huron St., Pontiac. Tickets arc
$16 in ad: for the all-ages show. Call

Wyndor{"s penchant for doing things that
fana - or others — would not expect from him.
He took that a step further when he covered
the impeachment hearings for MTV.

{248) 333-2362 or visit http:1! www.
981melt.com for more information. Monster
Magnet's Web gite is http:/ lwww.monster-
magnet.net,

Eliza ‘waiting’ for her time to come

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO
BTAFY WRITER
efitoooBoe.homecomm.net

H ‘1 Just think ever since | was growing up I've
been playing plano and singing. That's how | write

heart. Hopefully you could hear
that.”

Eliza and special gucsts Mys-

Coming to town: Monster Magnet performs at Clutch
Cargo’s in Pontiac on Thursday, May 13. ~

Singer/ songwriter Eliza
Thomasian finds inspiration
every day at work.,

As she walks down the halls of
Grapevine Studios, owned by
Motown songwriter Barrett
Strong, Thomasian passes gold
records and other commenda-
tions of Strong’s work.

Strong, a Grammy Award win-
ner, penned “Ball of Confusion,”
"Papa Was n Rolling Stone,” and
*1 Heard It Through the
Grapevine,” nnd that gives her
hope for hor musical future.

*I go, ‘Oh my God, It's definite-
ly feasible, It can happen.’ I'm
inspired because I seo that,
although I'm not in it for the
money, I can live off my music.
It's like a lifestyle,” Thomasian
said.

- She is hoping to find success
with her aophomore effort, “I'm
Waiting,” an impressive, eight-
song album that mixes acoustic
folk; rock and blues, She is cele-
baling the release of “I'm Wait-
id?* with a CD release party and
P¥Srmanco Thursday, May 6, at
Memphis Smoke in Royal Oak.
“Phie collection includes “Is
Jekta in America?” @ song that
#htr vo-wrote with Strong. “I'm

aiting,” relensed on Strong's
1abe] Blarrit Records, is a depar-
thrd from her provious CD, the
¢é88no-heavy *I Want More.”

"1 Just think over since I was
g¥hwing up I've heen playing
pianc and ainging. That'a how 1
Write — piano, singing, acoustic
ghitar, Folk music is my influ-
ence,” sho said. .

¥Hut then 1 got into this hip-
Rop craze and went mental. I
met this guy who was totally
into rap and ail this. I was try-

" .

— plano, singing, acoustic guitar. Folk music is

my Influence.’

Eliza Thomasian
Singer/songuwriter

ing hip-hop beats, looping and
all this stuff. I'm not into all that
anymore, I want to do just basic
stuff that I do on stage,” she
added about “I Want More”

For “I'm Waiting,” sho worked
with producer Michael Puwal, of
the band The Rev. Right Time
and the First Cuzins of Funk,
and guest musicians Robert
Gillespie, Stephen Grant Wood,
Lorenzo “Spocns” Brown, and
Scott Spellman,

“I met him and we just started
working together and all of a
sudden we did almost all those
songs, just me and him, It was

‘just me and him doing every-

thing. We just clicked. It was
totally coo),” she said.

Blarrit Records is planning on
releasing *I Want More” nation-
ally and offering "Found Some-
one” as the firat single.

“Thoy're going Lo get it to all
the AAA etations. This album
could cross over becauae ‘Strung
Out’ could be on the Planet
(WPLT-FM)."

In the meantime, Thomasinn
ia hoping to return to the Bot-
tom Line, the legendary Now
York club where singer Shawn
Colvin got her start.

*I hopo once every six manths
to go back there. She made it big
from the Bottom Line in New
York. The more [ keep going
back, the more fanbase you cre-
ate. You keep getting bigger and
bigger. I just think this album is

a lot better for me. It's 100 per-
cent me.”
“This is really what's in my
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tic Bloom celebrate the relcase of

her CD at 9 p.m. Thursday, May
6, at Memphis Smoke, 100 S.
Main St., Royal Oak. The show
is free and open to those ages 21
and older. Call (248) 543-4300 or
visit http:1 1 www, detroitsound/!
eliza for more information.
Eliza can be reached at
ethomasian@yahoo.com
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