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Involved parents a step to safe schools

Reama of rescarch papers, ¢-mail, and
wrticles about recent school tragedies
atack up. 1 think about my five children
who attended Seaholm High School and
of my oldest grandchild at New Trier in
suburban Chicago. This is the first of twa
columns you may find helpful as you
think about the Columbine tragedy.

8 “New York Times” cditors stated
recently, “The Colorado school mas-
sacre hos generated what amounts to a
nationnl convcrsnllon about causes and
cures, raising issues as simple 08 school
security, as delicate as p. 1 reapon-

ly in Michigan, and in
“Health ‘a Me,” the rule
for third graders is: “Stop,
Don't Touch, Leave the
Area, and Tell an Adult.”
School health educators
are working hard to keep
your children safe. Com-
prehensive school health
education includes
lessons on violence, deci-
sion making, problem
?olving and making

ALICE
MCCARTHY ‘ " :
. riends, Violence is con-

gibility, and as eomplcx as the biological
and cultural roots of teen-nge violence.
This discussion could well lead to a more
alert and safe society. But there is one
blindingly obviaus issuc that should be
addressed right away — the issue of gun
control. Congress, nervous about the gun
lobby, is divided on the subject. The pub-
lic, we suspect, is not divided at all — at
least on the matter of keeping gun and
cxplnmves out of the hands of young peo-
ple.”

. Please keep in mind the issue of gun
control and the measures being propoaed
in Cungress. Also, keep track of Michi-
gan's legislature. John D. O'Hair, Wayne
County ing attorney, indi
that !:ulls moving quickly throughout the
Michigan legislature would allow just
about everyone to carry a loaded hand-
gun in public places. The bills are called
“Shall Issue” billa and anyone over 21
(with no court- declared insanity or felony
convictions} requesting a permit to carry
a cancealed loaded pistol in public “shall”
have it. He snys that the issue is an
affront to common sense and responsible
leadership.

What Does Health Education
Offer? .
My health writing i

sidered a public health
issue by educators.

Parents’ first line of defense related to
school violence is cooperation with the
personnel in your school.

For example, the principal in the Pin-
conning, Mich. area schools immediately
assured familics of the safety of the chil-
dren in their schools. His assurance
includes:

B How access to the school building is
made. That hall monitors are always in
place.

B That individual, group, and family
counsclmg services are available by call-
ing the building principal,

il Contact professionals at
your school ¥f you find your
son or daughter iz sulfen,
depressed, getting poor
grades, having trouble at
home or with frlends, That
adolescent needs help. The
typical adolescent Is a pretty
healthy, happy, purposeful
person.

and loving words are important too.”

Yes, your first line of defense is the car-
ing people at your children’s schools. Con-
tact professionals at your school if you
find your son or daughter is sullen,
depressed, getting poor grades, having
trouble at home or with friends. That
udolescent needs help, The typical adoles-
cent is a pretty healthy, happy, purposs-
ful person.,

Engago yoursclf in your child's learn-
ing, school activities, and what is going
on within the school system. Run for tho
s#chool board, serve on the curriculum

R Peer that i

d younger proh-

lem solving. That a peace-making pro-
gram is act up for elementary students.

B That all students know how to use a
hotline to report violent events.

W That local police and the schools are
working together on a countrywide vio-
lence awareness and prevention commit-
tee.

W That the diatrict has a crisiy plan
that can be enacted upon immediately.

Superintendent Charles E. Bebbee and
school board president in Pinconning
include in their letter to parents this

preparing lessons for children ns young
as eight about what to do when they
encountered guns.

In the “Michigan Model,” taught broad-

: “You can help your children
cope with thu trauma of violence by initi-
ating conversations where they tell you
their reactions to what they are seeing
and feeling...Your tender touches, hugs,

ittees, nltcnd sporting ovents, and
Jjoin the parcat support groups in your
child's aren of interest. Aak nbout train.
ing for h in ids iz
trouble. Learn exactly what sorvices yuur
school offera your family.

As a person who named her

McCarthy recognized for
work in prevention field

The, Michi :
Association has nnmcd Alice R,
McCarthy, Ph,D., tho 1898 Pre-
ventionist of the Year.

In -accepting the sward,
McCarthy, a Birmingham resi-

cLient. 8aid, “We are 911 .winnn‘rs

shows all segments of the com-
munity: the courts, the police,
health profesgionals, socinl ser
vices, religious organizations
and achools are working Mget.hor
under a prevention umbrella.”.

‘The award is presented at the

conference, *Strengthening Chil-
dren, Families nnd Communi-

aince my early days
nl a young professional trained
in early childhood and counsel-
ing at Cornell Univorsity, and
later after receiving the
from Wayne State University,”
she said, “I've always belicved
that families grow stronger
when they have well-researched
information. I publish based on
the finest research I can find and
I check and check. I try to writo
8o {nmilhu can understand
McCarthy is also a column
writer for the Hometown Nows-
pnpeu puh]lnhed by Suburban

ties,” ' which
ﬁon McCarthy gives cmdh for
her contributions to several
health profesaionals in the

..Michigan Department of Com-

munity Health and Education.

In addition to her "Healthy
Newsletters,” published since
1892 and now reaching 1.4 mil-
lion families, and revising
“Healthy. Teens®, McCarthy has
completed many pub.hhlng and
research projects, “Skating Safe”
was racanuy releaned by the
M‘il:‘:‘ﬂgal? Departmnnt of Com-

“Bridge Communications, Inc.” the bridge
between family, school and community, I
plead for parents to advocate en behalf of
their ndolescents by taking a swift walk
acrusy the bridge to their school.

Birmingham resident Alice R,
McCarthy, Ph.D., is a nationally known
parent cducatar, writer, and editor. She is
the mother of five children and grand-
mother to eight children, To leave a mes-
sage for McCarthy from a touch-tone
phone, call (313) 953-2047, mailbox 189,
ar aerite her at The Eccmlnc. 805 E,
Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009,

th; in the works is a
booklet she is halpum pmducn to

@ P! of roo
ball injuries. C -

McCarthy’s research concorns
health and families, She has just
completed work on two major
surveys that ion families

Carp. based in
Lwonln

McCarthy has served many
nrganizutlonnr, most recently as
iy of the Sunoar
State University Board of
Regents and Chairperson of the
Board of Directors at the Merrill-
Palmer Institute, Wayne Stato
Univeraity.

She has received many other
state and national awards for
her professional and community
work, is listed in several “Wha's
‘Who" publications, and will be
included in an international
biography,  *International
glumnn of the Year,” in 1999-

The Michigan Prevention
Association is a voluntary orga-
nlznﬁnn of indmdunln and orga-

ing to promote

about " health education in
echools, Between 1996-'98, she
completed a national health cur-
riculum for students in grades
K-8 and an’extensive, critical,
annotated family resource
library bibliography. .

*“My life hes revolved nmund

-

excellence in the field of preven-
tion and to make prevention a
pnbhc policy pr[ority thruugh

ment, notworklng. support, nnd
fellowship. The organization
may be reached by calling Cindy
Agle at (517)318-0526.

.8 ASKO Ualter:

TORHIEA nnn Panasonio Sansul 5 .

Svaes Al ke

Apartmant Slz# 9 cu ft Retrigarator
10 Units Chainwide - LIMIT 1 EONPmafem)
405500 Was $328 ~§2
Frigtdalm 16 Cu. FY. Refrigeralor
Frost Free, Ad]ustabla Shelves

20 Units cmmw!du [LLE]

4FRTIB Was

Amana 23 cu nSIdu By Stde
Refrigera

fcad wauv m Tha Door
12 Units Chalawids
#5C023 Was $1049
GE25 I:u‘ Fl. Side by Slde
HAetrigera

ke & Waxu In The Door, Glass Shelves

12 Units Chainwids Sotutday Dty
88

P25 WMSH?S

B .
7

H emote

FREEZER SALE
GE, Frigidaire, Denby

Prices Sanling From $167 * DVD P

2 Remots Con

@ e =z
Frigidalra Enm In Dishwashar

15 Untts Chainwide - LIMIT 1 FITERRIN
' $167

#MDB125 Was $249

All W & Whirpool
DIM‘?.;“ ON

g HuAc Qusses squ BHARP

Ponasanda
Samsung 8mm Cameomr

g 2unts, wam Storn Only
V5SS Was 3849

Sony ﬂmm Cameorder

e e T Bleﬂ'n“

i VPN

RCA 9“TV-VCA Camto
Remate, AC-DC with Car Cord « LIMIT ¢

= Zenlth 2 Haad VHS VCR
« Remole Controt - LIMIT 1
30 Units chzmvnda
ALG200 Wi

* 4Head H) FlSlumu VCR

¢ Advanced (}En Video DAC, Universal
numucm}mmmmn ¥
09 W,

¢ $ARR3100 Was $299
amsung Compact Microwave
0 Linlts Chainwids - LINIT 1
IMVIOSOW Was $79
* Hotpaint by GE Over The Range
Nicrowave Qven

e ST UV
" + IBL Cantar Channel Speak
« 6 Units Brightan Store Only

.

~ Remote Cont
10 Units. cnalnmau ~LIMIT Y
a5 $229

antre
< 50Units Chlll'lwids UMt
o VRO W, S

nkyo Audic Video Recelver
Watts Per Channel, Remote Conirol

Sumaund Sound, 24 Bit 6 Mode
Unlls Chain LIMIT 1
FIXSVBLO Was §749
Inkyo Mini Audio System
« 10 Dis¢ £D Player, Dual Cassette
2 Units, Livonia Store Only
PTBI03 Was §649
~ JBL-Simply Clnama Home Th
With D Player, § Speakers,
Powered Subwooter
Unlts, Livonia Store Oaly
:SC550 Was $1498

Aveea o
AV

rigldalre X- Larne Capaci!

River|

ik 1275
111 Mils II of | 96 {;ﬁi‘;;!nQSOU

(nw) 22§-5000

Systam
AM-EM Sxmu. 3-Disc CD, Dual Cassem.

Satviday Dnty
$159

smmu anty
immv Bty
na

4. WASHERS-DRYERS .

ty Washer ;.

emperatures, 3 Load Suzes, 8 fes
* 10 Units Chalnwida - LIMIT 1
ctric Dtyar

EARBORN: \U

Ml W. of Sout

ANTON: D
?991 § Michigan Ave. 2\1&1 Hichigan Ah .
131:\! 563-1800

.SAVE UP.TO.60%
On New In Cartan. Fipor Madels.. .-
And One O A Kind Metchintis

., VAl Quantities Are Limited

: BIG SCREEN’TV'Sv :

@ Toswss Penosonta Pancsonic e

Panascnic 32‘ Starao TV
Remate Control, MonHar Jacks
2 Units, Livonia Store Only
o 032010 Was $69¢
Ritachi 32" Stareo TV
icture In Picture, Ramate Control,
Monitor Jacks
1 Unit Per Store
320X Was $799
Toshiba 36° Stareo TV
Picture in Pictuu, ﬂermlu Control,
Monitor Jacks & M
3 Units, Canton Slmn Only
SCFISH Was $1040

Zenith 50° Projection Sterso TV
Remote, Picture In Piciure Monitor Jacks
1 Unit Brightoa Stors Only N
ASOMBOW Was $1599 $999
RCA 56 Projection Starso TV

= Piclura In Picture, Remate Control
2 UnitS, Daarbor Stora Only
P56223 Was $1399

Panmrllr; 61" Projaction Stareo TV
Dual Tuner Picture fn Piciure, Remate,
Monltor Jacks, Protacilva Shistd & More
# Unit Each, Brighton, Canton D

Mg it
$639

DSP

Zenith 25° Stereo TV
Remata Control

20 Units Chainwida - LIMIT 1
HA25A20 Was $279

Aemota Coatrol
1B'Umxs Brighton & Cwon Swn Only

Was $229-8249 < LIMIT 1

nllll\. WLT 2264-09

24 Piymo
I‘F smington RS,
R

@B 2 19 sremnT\l :

Read The Eccentric every
Thursday and Sunday

DIGITAL
PIANOS

community in the heact
B Private studio and

Tad

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF GREAT CUl
EXCHANGE RATES AND

MAIDR BRAND NAMI’S - NEW & RECONDITIONED
10 FROM TUNNEL - DELIVER TO

JINCE 1934
. + 1490 Tecumseh Road East - Windsor. Canada ¢

Waltonwood of Royal Oak
3450 W. Thirteen Mile Road
aeross from William Beaumont Hospital -

. Experience zbfﬁun in assisted living at Waltonwood of
Rayal Oak. Our clegant apartments pravide an ideal serting
for personalized care and uality services, Visi our new

?Ihc cny Check out these benefits:
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‘Arsisted Living Residence

Gracious living & supportive care

R

W Housekeeping and linens

M Professional, courteous staff to assist with personal needs
B8 Nutritlous meals served in an elegant dining room

: BauEy.Ahop, gift I’IOE and lmnung common areas

ounny,

For more inﬁmu:r'a». call (248) 549-6400.
Waltonwood communities offer the finest
in independent living and assisted living.
Call today for a personal sour:
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and more.
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