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B BASEBALL

.~ Redford Union coaches Rick
JHerryman and Shawn McGowan
‘kept reminding thoir players
‘afterwards: “It's only one game.”
;" But who could blame the Pan-
‘thera for being a littlo bit giddy
:and in the mood for celebrating
:follgwing a come-from-behind, 4-
:3 victory over Michigan's jugger-
-naut in high school baseball —
No. I-ranked Redford Catholic
Central.
i Down 3-1 aftor fivo innings,
:RU manufactured two runs in
- «the gixth inning and ecored the
‘game-winner on a safety suicide-
‘squecze bunt with the basoa
‘loaded in the bottomn of the sev-
enth to snap CC's unbeaten
.strenk at 20, .
‘. This was no ordinary non-
:league matchup between schools
‘located within two miles of cach
-other.
. ‘The Shamrocks had jumped
linto the No. 12 spot in USA
‘Today and were rated among the
top 20 teams nntionally by Base-
-ball America, .
. RU was 19-3 overall and
_ranked in the top 10 in Division
:I of the state coaches’ poll.
“It's againat a crosstown ‘rival

who's ranked No. 1 in tho stato
and I thought aur guys arose to
tho occasion,” said Berryman,
“especially after the way we loat
our sccond game on Saturday (8-
7 to Walled Lake Contral).

“To come back this big with no
practice in between (on Sunday),
I have to commend our guys.”

During Friday's school pep
assembly on Friday, the RU
basoballera made a pact toward
team unity by dying their hair
blondo,

Junior Mike Hayes proved to
be RU’s biggest bombshell, pitch-
ing 8% scorcless innings in relief
of starter Sean O'Connor o raise
his record to 3-0,

The 5-foot-11, 158-pound
Hayes alao doubled to atart the
bottom of the soventh inning and

Ily sco o g i
ning run,

Hayes raced home from third
when Mike Taylor's one-out
push-bunt with the sacks full
eluded CC pitcher Anthony
Tomey, .

“Mike is such a good shortstop,
I don't like starting him,” Berry-
man said of Hayea, who has
eight mound appearances with

i

ono save. “Ho camo up real big
today. He's probably one of tho
best ‘gamers’ you'll oyer sce, The
bigger tho situation| tho better
he seemas to do.” .

Noither team powdered the
baseball — the squads collecting
Just five hits apiece.

CC, known for itk long-ball
attack led by All-Staters Casey
Rogowski and Bob Malck, came

.into tho game hitting .381 as a

team.

RU, meanwhile, wds hitting an
oye-popping .403 with a pen-
chant for the long-ball, too.

*1 was proud of our pitchers
(0’Connor and Hayes) because
they changed apceds and kept
the ball down,” Berryman said.
“It wgs n game where both
teams had to create .

CC storted its noem";’muy. a6-
foot-3, 236-pound right-hander
headed to Eastern Michigen
University,

He went all soven' innings in
the 85-degree-plus heat, striking
out I2 and walking six. Tomey,
however, showed no signs of
fatigue despite throwing a total
of 124 pitches. |

Although he was working
under a regular ball-strike count
instead of the Catholic League's

3-2 format, some of Tomey's

pitchea wero gunned as high as
92 MPH.

“Anthony said he wanted to
finish the game and he felt fine
-~ he's & competitor,” CC coach
John Saltor said. *He hadn't
pitched since Tuesdny (May 11)
s0 ho had plenty of rest,

*We just messed up on o bunt
and on a groundball. We just
made too many mistakes against
a good team,”

RU jumped out to a 1-0 lead in
the firat when designated hitter
Mike Macek doubled, took third
on a passed ball and scored after
teaming up with courtesy runner
Eric Nowton on a delayed dou-
ble-steal, (Newton was running
for catcher Matt Rigloy after ho
had walked) %

CC got a run b2ck in the sec-
ond on Matt Loridas’ RBI single
scoring Dave Lusky to tie it at 1.

1

‘The Shamrocks scored twice in
the fourth.

Nick DiBella's RBI sacrifice fly
brought one run home and Mario
D'Herin scored on an RU infield
error for a 3-1 CC advantage.

The Shamrocks appeared to bo
primed to increase their lead in
the top of the sixth by gotting
two runners aboard with no outs,
but a groundout and runner's

debras start season with t’odrney triumph

The 14-year-old North Farm-
ington-West Bloomfiald Cobras
travel baseball team slarted a
new season by winning the first

of 1999 in Clar}

May 2.

The Cobras outacored their
opponents by a combined score of
60-4 over five games. Solid
defense, exceptional pitching and
congistent hitting were the keys
to the Cabras’ succesa.

NFWB defeated the Rochester
Yankecs in the first game of pool
play, 11-1,

Andy Wingert carned a win on
the mound as he and reliever
Bryan Smith held the Yankees
to one hit and an unearned run.

Kevin Zerbo awung tho big
bat, going 2-for-2 with a homo
run and a' triple while knocking
in four runas,

In the second game, the
Cobras defeated Hartland, 16-1.
Nick Vitanis got the win as the
starting pitcher before giving

| BASEBALL

way to Danny Lentz and Doug
Pickens in relief.

Danny Graham exploded at
the plate with a home run and a
triple and four RBI, Sam Gross-
man, Lentz and Wingert con-
tributed two hits apicce; Lentz
and Wingert knocked in three
runa each.

NFWB advanced to the quar-
terfinal game against the Oak-
land Sox with a forfeit victory
over their third peol-play oppo-
nent,

The Cobras defeated the Sox,
11-1. Graham picked up the win
with Ben Darga pitching the Jast
two innings in relief.

It was Darga's first appear-
ance on the mound since suffer-
ing a broken knee last June
when he collided with another
player. It was apparent surgery

and extensive phyeical therapy
allowed Darga to regain his for-
mer pitching form.

Lentz and Vitanis paced a bal
anced hitting attack with two
hits apiece. Graham connected
for a three-run homer, his second
of tho tournament. *

The Cobras defeated the
Michigan Wolves in the semifi-
nals, 12-0. Lentz and [Darga com-
bined their pitching talents to
accomplish the shutout.

Lentz, who moved into the
loadoff spot after Grossman was
injured in Game 3, went 3-for-5
with two RBI and two rune
scored. H

Zerbo collected his second
home run with two runs on basa.
Matt Petry and Pickons had two
hita apiece. s

Smith made the dofensive play
of the game with a diving catch
in right ficld to ond the fifth
inning with two runners aboard,

The championship game ended

in an 111 victory for the Cobras
over tho Rochester Reds,

Potry and Lentz went 2-for-3
at the plate to spark the offenss.
Matt Clark contributed a big sin-
gle after Graham led off with a
double, sparking a six-run rally
that broke the game open,

Graham and Vitanis handled
the pitching duties, holding the
Reds to two hits whilo walking
only one batter.

Lentz led the Cobras with a
tournamont batting average of
714 and was followed by Petry,
who batted .645,

Vitanis led the team by searing
njne runs, and Zerbo led the
team with nine RBL. The NFWB
roster includes Evan Rodriguez,
who didn’t play in the tourna-
meiit due to an injury.

The Cobras are coached by
Dan Petry and Randy Rodriguez.
The team in sponsored by Leo's
Cony Island.

interference call at second base,
followed by another groundout,
got Hayes out of the inning,

“We had our chances early and
guys on base, but couldn't seem
to get the big hit when we need-
cd it,” Salter said, “Hayes did a
roal niee job.*

In tho sixth, RU loaded the
basges with no outs,

Joel Hallidey singled, Macck
reached base safely on an inficld
error and Rigley followed with a
sharp single to centor, .

Taylor then walked to cut the
deficit to 8-2 and Macek- scored
on Kris Montambo's groundout
to knot tho count at 3-all.

‘Tomey then struck out Nick
Dyc to end the inning.

RU then went to its bunt-game
in the seventh after Hayes
opludnod with a double to right

Tcld.

Halliday's sacrifice bunt was
not fielded cleanly and Macek
was'intentionally walked to load
the bases.

s Rigley then dropped another
bunt down, only to see it juat
dribble foul. (He evontually
struck out.)

“We spent almost a whole
practico ono day last weck work-
ing on bunts because at the end
of the year it can be a real value

v
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Panthers upset Shamrocks, state’s No. 1 team

of ours,” Berryman said.

The Panthers then rolled the
dico again, trying and successful-
ly executing the safety squecze
play with the very next batter —
Taylor — laying it down on the
first pitch from Torey.

*We knew they wanted to put
the ball somewhere in play and

maybe we should have called a~

pitchout,” Salter said, “It was a
good play on their part.”

Berryman defers all such deci-
gions to his third-base coach —
McGow!

an.

“The bunt was his call,” Berry-
man said of his assistant. “It was
a gutsy move to do it twice in a
row.”

It was also a game which
proved CC to be human,

“They’re diaappointed to lose,
but more disappointed not to
play better,” Salter said. “We'it
seo where wo made our mistakes
and hopefully we'll learn from
them and not make them again.”

Meanwhile, the victory elevat-
ed the Panthers as a state con-
tender. They beat the Shamrocks
without ace Halliday, who was
being saved for Wednesday's
Mega-White Division matchup
with Trenton.

“They're a solid team, no
doubt,” Salter said.

X 5 were' de: 2
aner.throe Innlags, but exploded for 14
tuns n 1hs fourth aa tha first 11 batters

Stave-Angerson umackss & grand
slam to s the 2saoult, while drmndon
Gajdn 31 Phit Snxnjonsk) each ‘added
thrgerun thote. Pefe Pita contributed o
2016 hormer,, . o

Andyreon Tiplsted Wil bwo hits ‘and
five R81. Dave Standa ndded two hits,
{neluding 3 two-uh singlo. Oun Wilton
wos 2for-2 with two rund scorod, *

Brog Buckler, the winnlng pitcher,
il 68 Wolks avar

MEMORIAL

GLEN EDEN

PARK

The Annual Glen Eden

Memorial D?ly
Observance

* * *x A K

Sunday, May 23, 1999
3:00 pm :

Please join us for an afternoon
of remembrance, reflection, song
and prayer- as we honorj
the lives of our loved ones
who sacrificed so much jcér
thelr country and its hallow;['ed

tradition of liberty. 1

Guest Speaker
Jonathan Frusti
, Chaplain, NETC

35667 W, Eight Mile Rd.
{one mile west of Farmington Rd.)
Ltvonta, MI 48152

248-477-4460 |

|
|
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<> Multilinks Communications
« Cellular & Accessories

plate

May 22nd

i

Phone: 248-476-0077

39821 Grand River Ave Novi In the Pheasant Run Plaza

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-7 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m. .

GRAND OPENING
May22 <
10 am. -4 pam.

. ¢ Free Siemens Omnipoint phone
to the first 15 customers — Saturday Onlg"
¢ Nokia 5160 f_or just $114.99*, plus a free colored face

# Free car cord and leather case witl} every phone
purchased and activated

# 10% off all accessory purchases - Limited Time Only!
@ Complimentary refreshments for everyone on Saturday

{*valid activation required, $114.99 pric;\(,\good through 6/1/99 only.)

2$rSprint. NOMNIPOINT () mororoLa
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