A heaven-ward
climb finds
resurrected
carillon

ennis Curry gets to play and
practice his art in a space about
as close to heaven as you can

get.

And if the ridv to eternity is any-
thing like the stepa leading up to the
top of the Kirk in the Hills bell tower
where Curry sits at the keyboard of
the world's largest carillon, then a few
words of advice for anyonc expecting
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Resounding: Kirk in the Hills
Music Director Glenn Miller,
(left), and caritlonneur Dennis
Curry inspect the reinstalla-
tion of the carillion.

to ascend ~ exercise and wear com-
fortable shoes,

The path is indeed narrow and
treacherous. But the sight at the top,
oh my. No wonder when the bells
sound notiona of heaven come to
mind.

Worried that perhaps you might not
be 100 percent dead when you get to
the pearly gates? Forget it. The climb
hcavenward is designed to put you
out of your misery.

How steep and narrow? If you wear
a size seven shoe,
your feet are too
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the world's

largest carillon,
consisting of six
octaves and
enough tin and
brass to stretch back to Holland
where it arrived in perfect pitch back
in 1959,

A fow days before the rededication
of the 40-year-old carillon, the chords
and pulleys were atill being attached.
For those not used to tho power of
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re
rhn impact of reduction of public funding for arts; an aging audicnee; cutbacks in
arts educntion programs; and the “clitist™ attitudes of some a:tulu and cultural

On Tucsday, we held our sixth discussion at the Southficld Centre for the Arts,
“Opening the Book: Educators spell out the lmpariance of arta education and
nutture talent and audiences for tomorrow.” Serving on our pane! were — Janet
Davison, Avondale High School art teacher; Noncy Koski, fine arts feacher,
Bloomficld Hills School District; Gail Made director of the Creative and Per-

. forming Arts Program ot Churchill High School in Livonia; Daisy Newman,
director of cducation, Detroit Symphony Orchestra; Linda Pnllus, curriculum
director; Redford Union Schools; Patrice Pedersen, choral music director, Central
Middle Schoal. Plymouth-Canton Community Schools, instructor Blue Lake
Pierson, executive director, Michigan School Band &
Orchestra Association; Chery! Poole, cducation coordinator, ArtServe; and

i 1d Lathrup High School,

Prior to the roundtable, the Obscrver & Eccentric Ne ducted c:

‘CORE’ OF ARTS CURRICULUM

once you got local support (for arts) it'a
the beginning of getting more legisla-
tivo Bupport.”

The good pews in Redford is that
parents are doing extra funding so
moro arta programs are available in
the Redford Union School District.
"But it’s still called extracurricular”
said Pallace. “Yet those (arts classca)
touch kids differently thon moth. Leg-
islators look at measurable results.
They don't have timo to ponder but put
pressure on scores.”

Participation

‘Without expoaure to the arts, stu-
dents don't know what thoy're missing,
1t'a not a question of money. Even in
affluent Onkland County there are

informal survey to learn the "State of Arts” education in the school districts lhc
Observer & Eecentric Newspapers cover (see related story on page C2).
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Picrson. “We have t6 get tho legixluwm
involved, Every Memorinl Day is an

uat becauso the arts sametimes get

less attention in public schools

than math, science or English,
Linda Pallas docsn't think they'ro less
important.

“The state is putting demanda onus
to do more to achieve in the core cur-
riculum,” said Pallaa during the '
Obsorver & Eccontric Newapapor
roundtablé discussion on Tucsday, May
18, “Why aren't the arts more a part of
coro curriculum? We're looking to give
it more attention, but it doesn't quite
balance. It docsn’t mean we don't
value it, but we give it lesa attention.”

“Reading, writing, and math,” are
subjects that have measurable value
and are tested in fourth, fifth, eighth
and 11th grades. The MEAP ~ Michi-
gan Edueational Assessment Program
test sets the benchmark for what the
«  state belioves students i in chh]gnn
‘need'to know,

“It docs take weight ovor othor
things,” said Nancy Koski. “We have
overy other day music programa. If
thia was coro curriculum, it would not
be meeting half the time. If it was part
of the core, it would be given the same
priority a8 moth.”

Jack Picrson believes that people
who teach arts need to sell their
importanco to state legislators, those
ompowered to make changes in what
geta taught in Michigan's public
schools,

*“We'ro not seling our product,” said

. shawn children who learn how to play

y to sell logislators on what
the kuy issues are. Cornor that indi-
vidual®

Art programs, including vocol and
instrumental musie, and drama are
clectives in most school districts,
Becauso they're not part of the *core”™
curriculum, they aren't given the samo

. priarity as math, English, social stud-
ies and science,

Education priorities

‘When she hears the word “core,*
Patrice Pedersen cringes. “I refuse to
be excluded,” she said. *f am a core
subject. I keep preaching the goapel. I
am living math, dividing time and
space, taking math to a new dimen-
sicn. Mozart was all about math. Ein-
stein arrived nt the theory of relativity

through music.”
Pedersen points to studies that have

‘&' mugical nstrument at an early ngo .
have increased brain capacity. The
brain itself is altered by performing
music.

Parents are an important part of the
equation that equals o successful arts
program. “You can't underestimate the
power of parents,” said Cheryl Poole.

the of
local school districts. It's the parents
who carry the responsibility. They’re
thn only ones schoot districts respond

"We have to catch them up,” said
Koski. “It takes a lot of hard work, but
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Carlos Diaz points with
pride to the works of stu-
dents in the photography
department at Center for
Creative Studies College of
Art and Design. As heo
walks through the 2,500
piece eoxhibition, Diaz
enthusiastically relays sto-
ries of each of the students
in the photography depart-
ment he chairs. Many aro
searching for themaelves.
Art is the catalyst for
resolving their queations,

*That's what art is all
about — self oxprossion,”
said Diaz, a longtime Livo-

nia resident now living in Brighton. "We're allowing
for the student's voice to be reflected in the final pre-

sentation.”
New directions

When Diaz took over as photography department-

A-

who have never been to the
Detrait Instituto of Arts or to hear the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra.

“Lesa than one third of my atudents
have been to the Dotroit Symphony
Orchestra to hear a live performance,”
anid Koski. *Wa take all of our seventh
grades to a DSO Coffec Concert.”

‘Experiencing the arts firsthand
makes it real. Richard Zecchinitook a
group of students to see Tyree Guy-
ton's Heidelberg Projectand asked
them to decide if it was art or junk. .

*It piqued their interest,” he said.
“There was the whole notion of an
artist in the community u-ymg todo
something.”

Making the arts relevant is some-
thing arts teachers work to do. Not
every musician will be a virtuoso nor
every actress famous, but you don't
have to “starve” to be an artist.

In addition to artists, musicians and -
actars, Poole believes achools should
invito web designers and peaple'who
do sound for musicala “so students can

" Plense seo BALANCE, G2

. Chenyl Poola

Richard Zecchln}

Perceptual Entitles: Aaron Metis creat-

chairman in the fall of 1996,
he refined the program. Diaz
doesn’t sce a line between
students hoping for a career
as o commercial or fine art
photographer. So he merged
the two separate curricula.
He also rebuilt the studio

Janet navlwn

Gail Mack

Linda Palias

Skill of lighting

Carolyn Carleton in her quest for a bachelar of fine
arts degree honed the commerecial skill of lighting.
Dinz talks about the Bloomfield Village student's
series of 12 black and white (gelatin silver) prints
titled “Fashion is Form." Carleton, he said, *has
become very adept at usmg light.”

pre-visualize the

and bought color enlargers,
along with other equipment,
for the department which
acrves 100 students.

*I thought it was impor-
tant for students to study
both,” said Diaz. *The com-
mercial waa involved with
technical — lighting and

featuring
art works.

process was only with fino art students. A good pho-
tographer has technical knowledge as well as in-
depth understanding of the creative process and is
far better prepared for the professional world.”

What: The Center for
Creative Studies, College of
Art ond Design hoste its

~| saugl student exhibition
re than 2,500

When: Through Sunday, May
30, Hours are 10 s.m. ta 4
p.m. Monday-Friday, 11 a.m.
to 4 pam. Saluvoey Sunday.
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images before creating
them through the eamera,”
said Carleton, “The serics
revolves around using
design and form to accent
the human form,” said
Carleton. "I use a man’s
handkerchief na a woman's
shirt.”
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