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trated, camo up with tho eoncept
of combining history and the
writings. Archives of the Burton
Collection at tho Detroit Public
Library were combed for materds
al. Current members were askod
- to nubmit selections as well,
. Then the work began for co-edi-
» tors Vosburg Hall, Corinne
Abalt, Elizabeth Kone Buzzelli,
‘Tuttle Marzolf and Doris Schar-
fenberg.
° “It's what peaple arp writing,
" said Vosburg Hall, Crunbrook
. Writers Guild prcsldom. and a
Bloomfield Hilla resident. *It's
what people are thinking, It's
- what women thought, They take
a differont slant on the world.
‘They give us n glimpse of what
life was liko back then.”
Women today enjoy the frec.
dom to write about subjects
never dreamed about 100 years

ago, As tho Detroit Women Writ-,

ers celebrate their 100th
anniveraary with the release of
“Century of Voices,* there's plen-
. ty to bo thankful for.

History

The Detroit Womien Writers
was started by 13 women, moat
of whom were members of the
Women's International Preas
Union, on June 5, 1900, Bartlett,
whose pseudonym was Birch
Arnold, was typical of its mem-
bership, A columnist for the

" Detroit Journal as well as a nov-

elist, poet and librettist for at
least ona comic opera, Barlett's
firat novel, “Until Day Breaks,”
was published in 1877,

“With ‘Authors on Stage’ wo
went for quality and d;

Salute

“It's a nico evening to saluto
the Detroit Women Writors
because not only-does it repre-
sent an aspect of Detroit history
and the Dotroit Womens Press
Club but whets your appetite for
the book and shows the broad
spectrum of what women in this
area have dono in the past cen-
tury,” said Abatt. “All the writ-
ers who s this wero profes-
sional people, It was exciting to
really seeing the book go togeth-
er — poctry and romance and
murder and essays, and how are
wo going to put all this togeth-
er?” .

Talk about the hook first came
up while the Detroit Women
‘Writors were celebrating their
75th anniversary. A history had

been assembled then, and Kath- -
leen Riploy Leo was looking 25 -

years down the road to the next
milestone. ...

*“The Detroit anan writers

started out before women got the
vote,” said Ripley Leo, who just
completed a8 two-year term o3
Detroit Women Writers prani-
dent, “We asked do we'want
theso voices to go into oblivion so
we started looking at an antholo-
gy. We used monoy from an ear-
lier boak, Voices on Writing Fic-
tion,’ to sced it. MSU and Wayne
State presses were intoerested,
but their timetable didn't mesh
with the 100th anniversary.”
Since the beginning, the
Detroit Women Writers has had
anly 500 members. Their annual
writors conference, held in Octo-
ber at Oull:llund Umvoraity in

impact with the idea of b il
good literature to people. eaid
Vosburg Hall.

Abatt and membors of the
Cranbrook Writers Guild chose
the selections to be staged at the
Birmingham Village Players
Theater. Abatt, a former arts

--editor for the Eccentric Newapa-
pers, will read her winning fic-
tion at the Detroit Women Writ-
ers Spring Rendings 7 p.m,
Wednesday, June 2, at the main
branch of the Dotroit Public
Library.

ringa aspir-
ing and professional writers with
New York editors and agents not
to mention established authors
and literary experts.

“It's important because DWW
has been & lifeline to women
writers who are lookmg for pro-
fossional companion writers,”
said Ripley Leo. “We've been
pursuing tho written word from
a time when women didn't have
the vote to & time when we have
maole members. And it's cross
genre, everything from poetry to
romance and suspense novels.”
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cxccptiun'nlly tnlemf:‘i‘ but
down-t

DaPnimu's, at the time, was

Shortly after immigrati

ing opera concerts on

Wed.

from
Maldavin, Mishura found a home
at the Jewish Community Center
where she practiced her singing.
People would gather and listen.
Soon, ehe had a list of studenta to
whom she taught voice. Then,
Mishura began to sing in chorus-
¢s and at synagogucs.

A stint a8 a waitress at DePal-
ma's Restaurant in Livonia
brought her in contact with a
many of her future colleagues in
the local opera community,

Mishura recalls those days
fondly. That's also when she met
her current husband, whoso
aense of promotion transformed
her career — and her life.

*I think that I've had two
lives,” she said. *Ono in Russin
and the other since coming to

crica.
“I've learned that you must be
faithful to your art.”™

Professionals, students play Jazz Fest "99

By KERLY WYGONIK
ETAYP WRITER
kwygonik@oshomocomm.net

When Dave Coleman was 9
years old he aaw Louis Arm-
strongon TV,

“Ho was on atage having so
much fun. I decided that's what I
wanted to do,” said Coleman. I
learned how to play trumpet.”

Now nasistant music diroctor

at Ferndals High School, Cole-
man, who also tcaches at
Coohdgo Middlo School, is pass-
ing the tradition ol‘jnzz onto the
next genoration.

On Saturday, June 6, hln
bands will be among the 13
fessional, high school and mlddln
school jazz bands playing at Jozz
Fest '99, 11 a.m, to 10 p.m. in
the Ferndale High School Court-

yard, 881 Pinecrest, betweon -

and Livernois, south of

. 9. Mile Road. All day admissien

is $5.adults, $3 seniors and stu-
dents, children under 8 free.
Bring lawn chairs and blankets

ART BEAT

to ait on; Call (248) 647-1700
Ext, 5116 for information.

The event-evolved from a con-
cert to o longer concert to an al!

-day come and go as you pleass

Jazz festival. Food and boverages
will be offored for enlo in the
courtyard throughout the day. In
case of rain, the festival will be
held indoors.

*Last year was incredible,”
said Colemnn sbout the festival
which drew profeasional and stu-
dent jozz groups. “My anly regret
is that there were only 160 peo-
ple there. We're hoping to get as
many people as possible this
year.”

‘The festival offers an opportu-
nity to hear local youngsters and
prol'canionnls such as drummor
Miguel Gutierrez and his group,
Truth, -

For the students, it's a chance
to shine. “The kids love to per-
form at the end of the year when
they’re at their best,” said Cole-
man,

Rosemary Spataforn is among
the parents helping with the fes-
tival, Her son Jeff is a sapho-
more at Ferndale High School
and playa alto sax..

“It's fun for the public to hear
the music, and jazz is becoming
so popular,” she said. *Mr. Cole-
man wanted the kids to hear
other jazz bands ploy to expnnd
their cxposure. It's exciting and
grnhfymg to see kids get recogni-
tion.”

For Coleman it's all about jazz,
and cxposing ns many people as
he can to this American art form.
“Wo can't take credit for classical
music or polkas,”
when it comes to jazz that's ours
that’s American. It's wonderful
for kids, it's more fun to have a
jam seasion than to be in the
street and get in trouble. Music
stimulates their brain big time,”

Next year Colemnn would like
to expand the festival to two

days.
- The Forndala Jazz Combo,

he anid. *But ,

which consista of five members
of the jazz band, has been invit-

.ed to perform at the 1998 Mon-

treux Detroit Jazz Festival,
Hero's tho JozzFest Schedule
11-12:30 a:m. — Best Middle
School Jazz
11:40 a.m, to 12:20 p.m. —
Southfield Lathrup Jazz Quintet
12:30 p.m. to 1 p.m. ~ Best
Voeal Jazz Ensemblo
1:10-1:50 p.m, — Keith Gam-

0 N

2-2:40 p.m. — Tim Flarity Trio
' 2:50-3:30 p.m, ~- Berkloy High
School Jazz Band -

3:40-4:20 p.m. — “Truth® fen.
turing Miguel Gutierrez™ . -

4:30-5:10 p.m. — Detroit High
School of Performing Arts

6:20-6 p.m, — The Jamie
Hughes Quintet

6:10-68:50 p.m, — Pine Quest

7-7:40 p.m. — Ferndale High .
School Jazz Ensemble

7:50-8:30 p.m. — Ferndale
High Vocal Ensemble -

8:40-9:20 p.m. — Sta{l/alumni

Art Beat features various hap-

penings in the suburban art
world, Send Oakland County
arts news leads to Art Beat,
Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham, M1 48009,
fax (248) 644-1314.

ARTS & HUMANITIES PROMOTION
The Michigan Council for Arta
and Cultural Affaire and the

Michigan Humanities Council
havo launched a new statewide

ance to our lives!” According to
promotional materinl, the cam-
paign was developed to empha-
size the cssential rolo of the arta
in developing a sense of family
and community.

For the past five years, accord-
ing to the governor's office,
Michigan has ranked in the top
10 states in financial support for
the arts, Funding from state arts
and cultural grants reaches all of
i, 83 :

artsand |
The campaign’s theme is *Arts
and Humanities, . . adding bal-

s
For more information, call
(617) 372-7770,

Masterpiece oo

BBAC POTTERY SALE

The Birmingham Bloomfield
Art Center will hold its annual
spring Pottory Sale 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Saturday, June 12,

The sale will feature a wide
range of art and functional
pieces produced by students of
thn :cmmic dopartment at the

'l"he "BBAC is located at 1616
8. Cranbrack Road, Birming-

ham.

For information, call (248)
644-0868.

DAIMLERCHRYSLER SPONSORS
DaimlerChrylser has
announced that it will support
the Celebrate Michigan Artista
cxhibit and the Art & Apples
Fostival. The annual festival is
organized by the Paint Creek
Center for tho Arts in Rochester.

For the firat time, the exhibit
featuring Michigan artista will
be on display at Daimler-
Chrysler hoadquarters in
Auburn Hills, from Aug. 20-Nov.
6

star-croased lovera at the
moment after they are married,
but before Romeo has to fleo.

“Romeo and Julfet are at the
top, kind of hovering over the
world oblivious,” ho said.

“Emanating from them is an
aura that is symbolized by
squares, and in those squares
are hearts, the symbol of love,
roses, and also an oye, the sym-
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hnl ul' perception and knowl-

Fur Lidgus, art, music and lit-
crature have always been inter-
woven, and his artwork reflects
this fabric of knowledge. As a
painter uses a brush, Lidgus cre-
ates his vignettes with paper
and scisaors,

* “I like the control of paper,” he
said, “With paper and scissors,

you have to make linear and spa-
tial decisions, nnd I like that. It
forces you to ifferently.”

The several dozen mixed
media collages in this show are
from Lidgus's most recent works.
From here, the exhibit travels to
Florida, and then Marbelin,
Spain,

For Georgia Nadhir, who,
along with co-owner Kimberly

Salman, opened Masterpicce
Gallery two years ago thia
August, the dectsion to bring thia
exhibit was an eaay one.

“I looked ot it and loved it,”
snid Nadhir, “His work has the
dimenajon and depth you get
with textile, but it's done with
popers.

*It has a very soothing, calm-
ing effect. It gives good Chi,”

1 hild,

ly for a8 much
a8 a majestic crescent moon and
the grandeur of u starlight sky
are only te be appreciated by
people under 12,

As Stone teaches: Art, like age,
is a atato of mind.

A deseriptive word
By the time the on-the-record

interview rolls around, Stone
has obviously given some

W

And that’s commitment in any ~ thought to the last 10 years,
language. Her answer is prepared,
She paraphrases renowned
5th Annual

lest Bloomfield
ART FESTEVAL

‘ma;., From Ccl]ulﬂr e @ ¥=¢=

voarm wishes Good

June 12 & 13
Saturday & Sunday ¢ 10 a.m, - 5 p.m.

“This highly anticipated show features over 200 national and Detroit area
artists working in a varicty of mediums and offers live musical entertalnment,
a food fest, kid's art activities, ample parking and frec admission,

Outdoor Street Art Festival at HENRY FORD MEDICAL CENTER
6777 West szk Rmd.oppodw the JCC

1 Wondcll Minor's
response when asked how he can
sustain his level of work,

“I've added a word to Minor's
answer of ‘passion and persis.
tence,” said Stone.

Then, she hands over a white
sheet of paper with a single word
written on it. "I'm not sure how

to pronounce it, but I like what it.

means.”

Tho word she has written is
“perapicacity,” which means
insightful or having acute per-
ception,

In many waya, when it comes
to her cnntnbutmn to the grow-

ing inter

word,

Adventures in art
‘When sho atarted out 10 years
ago, Stone wna d b

$50,000. :
In essence, Stonc’s ndvcnlum

has meant greater public aware-

ness of Michigan artists, and

the artists who supported her.
itially, the public p

was that this type of ‘art wasn't

worth much,” she gaid.

“I soon realized that 1 had to
educate people. 1 locked nt it less
as an obstacle and more like an
adventure,”

It'a hardly a coincidence that
as collecwm have become more

cated, the value of children’s
book illuntrnnonu has steadily

of
the art of children's book illus-
trations, Stone personifies the

A watercolor valued at $3,000
16 years ago i now worth

y illustrators, such
a8 Minor, Gennady Spirin, Chris
van Allsburg, Maurice Seadak,
and Arthur Rackham,

Ten ycars ago, obviously Stone
knew all about perspicacity,

It just took a decade or &o
before she was comfortable
enough to pronounce it.

Frank Provcnzano can be
reached at (248) 901.2567, or at
fprovenzano@oe.homecomm.net

Or write to: The Eccentric
Newspapers, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham, 48009,

'STAR GREAT LAKES CROSSING
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