The Observer & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, MaY 30, 1999

(2300

The small rub-
ber apider Bit-
tered as it
touched down on
the  amooth,
calm surface of
tho lake, After
lotting it rest for.
a moment, I
began craeping
it evor ga alowly
toward shore
until suddenly it
disappeared in o
+ swirl of water.
After Mﬂmx tha hook with a

quick snap of my wrist a trucu.
lent battle onuuod with a fat,
feinty blue gill,

With warm' weather infiltrat-
ing southeastern Michigan, the
water temporeture on local
inland lakes is rising and the
best bluse gill bite of the scason
appeara to be hitting stride.
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new - spocies
will-be dj
. ered, new
ulations of a
rare or extir-
*. pated species
may be found,
or:new behav-
iors may be
“noted.
In order to
;kmow what ia now, we have to
“Know what is usual, or com-

i TIM
WiCi}

ur informution vriented

has allowed more peaple

6 become familinr with species

plants or. animials that may

countered in @ particular

‘a. Piold guides and lacal

gl'nbn!lrd by apecin) inter-
‘groups can be very helpful,

“What odds more excitement

cevveries is that they can

oa'made in familicr aveas, like

;Bd.lk Inle. .

¢ island wag oxploring the
of- weedn and diceovered a
althy population of pumpkin

:ca. .
Aécording to Edward Vass, it
& not until 1992 that this
toe wus first discovered in
hﬁchu;'\n.
7 Fhe first population was
hﬂmd in Hilladale County and
atsr annther population wos
uﬁhmvumd in Barden County.

sts: would have e‘pc:wd
d pumpkin arh,

“ered becnuso of its inndcessibils *
. ity, thaugh it had been ; growing

‘close,, careful Verification, pho-

FcaNot Jong ago o naturelist.on . y

: woll a3, new specied of plunm
. insects, fish, anmls and

Throughout the months of
May and June, dopending on the
arrival of sprlug—llke weather,
shallow water along tho shore of
nearly all inland lakes gets over-
run with nesting (bedding) blue
gills. The males show up firat
and each will fan out a circular
nest (bed) in the sand or gravel

ttom,

After making the nest the
malo wafts around in anticipa-
tion of tho arrival of a fomals,
who will deposit eggs in the nest
then disappear back into deeper
water. The aggresaive male thon
fertilizes the.egga and stands

watchful guard over the nest for
Lho next few wecks.

Heavy concentrations

With so many fish concentrat-
ed in the shallows they are espe-
cially vulnerablo to anglers dur-
ing this period.

for an eatimutcd 200 years;" "

Blue gill are the bread and
butter fish of most inland Inkes
in tho atate,

Some lakes are 8o ovorrun
with them that the fish are actu-
ally stunted and never reach
more than five or six inches in
length. In other lakes, with a
henlthy predator/prey ratio, gilla
can reach in excess of 10 inches
in longth and sometimes weigh
over a pound.

The secret to catching spawn-
ing blua gilla is to bo cautious in
your approach. Gills are casily
spooked while bodding in the
shallowa, Whethor fishing from
ehore or from a hoat, be excep-
tionnlly quiet and light-footed as
you appronch the shoreline.

Don't cast your shadow on the
water ciﬂwr, as it will surely
scare

Smull rubhur spiders, flies,
poppers and thoe old reliable hook

and worm are top producers at
this ttmn of yogr.

If you'ro surfage fishing, let

your offering rost for a minute
then begin a alow, jerky mtﬂwe.
This lively actlon on the surface
of the water ig irresistiblo to a
hungry blua gill.

Hook and waorm anglers can let
their bait float te the bottom,
then drag it through the nesting
arca.

If the fish scom reluctant to
bite, drop your warm right in the
middle of a nest. The male

ding guard will i dinte),
romove the intruder. Tear drops
tipped with a wiggler or a wax
worm are aleo doadly in the
spring,
Big fish, little fish
The smaller fish will bed in

shallow water (two to four feet)
while tho bigger fish will be bed-

ded in slightly deepor water
(four to eight fect).

If you've had a notion to pick
up the sport of fly fishing, but
haven't quite taken tho plunge,
this spring fishery prnvlden a
great opportunity togive it & txy

t's also a great time to
child fiahing. Action is often nlz-
zling and you don’t necd any
fancy, special equipment. Any
medium to light - or bettor yet
ultra light - spinning combo will
work.

A long cane pole is even effec-
tive at this time of year as Jong
as the angler using it can remain
quiet and not apook the fish
while getting bait into the water.

‘The lighter the line the better,
Four-pound test will work, but I
prefer two-pound test so I don't
apook the fish,

It’s good time to go fishing for blue gﬂl

more than sewing thread, and
always caf

1 prefer to tie my hook directly - .

to the line, bypaesing a spap
swivel. Thie allows me to offer
my bait with a more na pro-
sentation.

Although the daily creel limit
is 25 you don’t have to fill your
bucket each time you go out.

Don't overharvest the fish. -
You'll anly hurt the fishery for .

years to come, Instend, keep just
enough fish for a meal or two
and return tho rest to swim
another day, especially if you
eatch a fat, spawning female.

(Quexnnru and conw’n‘enll are
nd to: 7

805 E.. anlz, Birminnlu:m.

48009. Fax information to (248)

6“ 1314, send e-mail to bpark-

OUTDOOR CALENDAR

TOURNAMENT

ST.CLAIROPEN -

The Backlashers Bass Club will
hold its 12th annual Lake St.
Clair Open two-person bass tour-
nament beginning at 6 a.m, Sat-
urday, June 19. Team entry fec
is $80 if paid by May 20, $90 at
the boat launch. To register and
for more information call Roger
Hnynhp at (734) 763-5341, Stove
icz at (313) 538-1202

Thin species t dizes: with
other oaks ond may have boen
u\m]y chs mscd 08 dnothar red
onk, Q@ have

or Jeff Mangrum at (313) 937-
2190.

verified the identification n!
bath tree speci

In the birding wmmumty
there i o comimittee that rules
on the validity of rare bird
sightlngs.

Sineo kirds aro mohile And
infrequently caught, nllowmg

tos, videos ond written descrip-
tione of the circumsatances.
which are all uséd-in the .
judges'd

CLASSES

BACKPACKING ESSENTIALS |
The first of a two-part course
introducing beginner backpack-
ors to the joys and casentials of
backpacking, begins at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, June 2, at REl in
Northville, Participantrs will
learn how to plan a trip and
hjow to choose the right gear,
Call (248) 347-2100 for more

Without material’ dm:umun-
tation it is harder for the
;udgcn 1o decide if the sighti

FLY FISHING SCHOOL
The chrbend Sports Shap in

is valid.

Récently, two new, birds were
odded to the list of birds scen
in the state Lhruughnut the

T boat n!lgmnt-milcd
gruckle was ndded to the liat -

Fuish if it was the boat-tailed
grackle, or the great-tailed
gracklc becausge thoy are so
rimilar, but thuy acksowledged
that the bird ecen at Whitefish
Point in the Upper Peninsuln
waa one of these two species.

. A Brower's sparrow, also-
seen at Whitefish Pnlnl., was
another new speciea for the
etate.

-After these two additions,
.the state list stands at 409 if-
‘ferent speciea of birds, :

Undoubtedly more new bx.ni.u
will bo seon in the state, as

groupa,
It will continua

is everything.

I X education ls onc ol
we can
Ihenlf;lp of'US.

|_ /lsk,mur

\'in gs Bonds.

r all the right reasons.

In my family, learning

them. And we will,

57!1‘ or banker about
wi {g 8. Savings Bonds. ;.‘.%Nf;fg{

- Books don't Just enlighten. They empower. 3
Our children are growing up knowing this. A 8
Iglhc most important

with B 5

SAVINGS
BONDS

ASTHMA SUFFERERS OR
PARENTS OF ASTHMA
SUFFERERS

: IF YOU (OR YOUR CHILD)

) USED A PRESCRIPTION FOR

ASTHMA MEDICATION IN THE
PAST 3 MONTHS, CALL US!

: F QUALIFIED, YOUR OPINIONS WILL BE

! ' IB?CLUDED |N A MARKET RESEARCH

: STUDY AND YOU WILL RECEIVE

; MONETARY COMPENSATION.

] YOU WILL BE INTERVIEWED BY
TELEPHO

{S NOT A SALES EFFORT, BUT A
: THIS IS O ATIONAL STUDY.

CALL 1-800-390-8671 EXT 8700

———

several
fly fishing m:houh in the upcom-
ing months. Held at the Hunta-
man Hunt Club in Dryden and
Hunters Creek Hunt Club in
Metamora, the echools include
lessons in basic fly fishing tech-
niques including casting, knot
tying, reading the water, play-
ing, landing and releasing fish,
entomology and fly selection and
more, Classes are scheduled for
June 6 and 18, July 11 and 25,

Aug. 15 and 28, and Sept. 12,
Class size is limited, Call (248)
850-8484 or (248) 591-3474 to
reqister nnd for information.
CLIMDING OLASS

An introductory elimbing course
for tha novico and first-time
climbor {8 offored at various

" timee at REI in Northville, The

class covers bosle indoor climb-
ing mafety, technique, cquipment
and terminology, The course is
free and available to adults and
children. Call (248) 847-2100 for

»current echedules and additional

information,

ACTIVITIES

COMMUNITY CLEANUP

RE! is recruiting volunteers for
the ninth annual Natlonal Traila
Day community service project.
Velunteers will maintain the
hiking trails at Maybury State
Park beginning at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, June 5. Cal (248) 347-2100
for details nnd ta volunteer.

SEASON/DATES

BASS SEASON

The scason opans Saturday,
June 19, on Lake 5t. Clair and
the St. Cloir and Detroit rivers.
FREE FISHING

Michigan's annual Free Fishing
Weokend will be June 12-13.

— ————
-COUNTY PARKS

COUNTY PARK REQUIREMENTS
Advanced registration is

We 1ot

In our In, 30th Incert, we mh-rﬂui @ Memorial hly
Sale which pictured o Tappun side-by-side refrigerntor
{mode! RTISDKXKW) for $379.92. The plctvrad Item and
brand aame are Incorrect.

The offsred product is actoally @ Roper top-mount
rafrigerator for $379.92. All ather cdverlised Information
abow} this product is coerect.

1 4
or

for any

Cit98 bea by

1lls may have caused.

Trddegeid

LASIK ® PRK »

+the reversible procedure of.
'CORNEAL RINGS
If you are considering vision correction surgery,
DO YOU KNOW YOUR OPTIONS?
INTACS CORNEAL RINGS

Locoted Downtown in Bvminghom

Carl F. Clavenna, M.D.

8oard Certified Ophthatmologist

LN

195 1V, BROWN ST, BIRMINGHAM, M! 48009

BIRMINGHAM
KYE CARE

A friend of mine swears by . homecomm.net or call Bill
one-pound test, which isn't much Parker at (248) 901-2573.)

quired for nll nature SIRD DENTIFCA!
at Onkland County Parks. Call A n.utumhnﬂed hike in search of
(810) 625-6473 to register or for resident birds begins at 8 a.m,
more information. Wednesday, June 2, at Maybury.
'WONDROUS WATERSHEDS FARM STORSES
‘Take a “stomp in the swamp” Jamnpnrknntumhlt for a ses-
and dheuver the Clinton River ‘sion of tnm stories during this

of River progr hich begins at 11
Day 83, dunng this program, am. Sutuxda,y June 5, and at 3
which begmx at 10 a.m. Satur- p.m. Sunday, June 6, at May-
dny, June 6, at Independenco bury.
Oaks. TRALL DAY
AMAZING ANTS In association with SOLAR and
Search for ants on the trailand  REI, volunteers are needed to
learn more about this amazing maintain the hiking trails st
insect during this program at Maybury State Park beginning
1:30 p.m. Saturday, June 12, at at 10 n.m. Saturday, June 5.
Independence Oaks.
STATE PARKS ~ METROPARKS
METROPARK REQUIREMENTS

STATE PARK REQUIREMENTS Most Metropark programs are
Maybury State Park, Proud free while some require a nomi. _
Lake Recreation Area, Bald nal fee, Advanced
Mountain Recreation Area, and a motor vehicle permit are
Highland Recreation Arca, and required for all programs. Call
Island Lake R: ion Area jve parks toll free at

offer nature interpretive pro-
grams throughout the year. A
state park motor vehicle permit
is required for entry into all
state parks and state recreation
areas. For registration and addi-
tional information on the pro-
grams at Maybury call (810)
349-8390. For programs at Bald

.. Mountain call (810) 693-8767. .
For programs at Proud Lake and
Highland call (810) 685-2187,
For programs at Island Lake call
(810) 229-7067.

PRETTY TILE,
UGLY GROUT?

(THE STUFF RETWREN THE TILES)
Tired of moidy, mlsslw
S e
1=
n/change colorl
FREE ESTIMATES

“The Grout Doclor
248-358-7383-

the

the following numberr Stony
Creck, 1-800-477-7756; Indian
Springs, 1-800-477-3192; Kens-
ington, 1-800-477-3178.

3999 PERMITS

‘The 1999 Huron-Clinton ¢

permits and boat launching per-

mits are on sale at all Melmpark
offices, Vehicle entry permits are
$18 ($8 for senior citizens). The
annual boat launching permits
are $18 ($9 for senior citizens).
Call 1-800-47-PARKS.

_.._m__
WALTONWEDD

eommunity in the heart o
W Private studio and

hed,

Assisted Living Residence

Gracious living & supportive care

Waltonwood of Royal Oak
3450 W. Thirteen Mile Road
across from William Beaumons Hospital

the finest in assisted living at Waltonwood of
Royal Oak. Our elegant apartments provide an ideal serting
for personalized care and qualicy services. Visit our new
the city. Clxd' ous these benefis:

& Housekeeping and linens

& Professional, courreous staff to assist with pennnal needs
@ Nutritious meals served in an eleganc dining room

I Buuty shop, g:ft xhop md |nvmng common arcag

and more.

outings,

For more information, call (248) 549-6400.

Waltonwood communitics offcr the finest
in independent living and assisted living,

Call today for a personal tour:

Rocbester Hills Novi az Tivelve Oaks  Canton
(248) 375-2500 (248) 735-1500 (734) 844-3060
(epening soom)
SINGH
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o &' Licrosad et for by aged
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