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Join Bobble Ann Mason
on her fascinating journey

Clear Springs:
A Memole
By 8obble Ann

once
.reminded us,
you ean’t go
home again.
Maybo he was
wrong, though.
Muybe we can roturn after all.
Or maybe if we can't go all the
way back, maybe we can come
close cnough.

Critically acclaimed Kontucky
author Bobbie Ann Mason (“In
Country,” “Spence + Lila,” et al)
has not only returned to her
roots, she's written about the
round trip with such sensitivity
and high color that readers of
this memoir will feel as if thoy'vo
shared in person this somotimes.
funny, sometimes-sad, always-
fascinating journey.

For those of us who grew up in
rural communities during the
40s and 605, and longed to live
in a big city that would take us,
away from all the rustic “charm,”
Mason's memoir offers a special
mother lode of nostalgia.

For any and all of us who have
admired her memorable fiction
through the years, “Clear
Springs” provides a taste of the
rich background that has
melplrcd hcr work and nuftured
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her d as an
ol and as a writer.

In an indirect way, the Motor
City made an early but distinct
impression on the farm girl who
would go on to win the coveted
PEN/Hemingway Award for first
fiction in 1982 with “Shiloh and
Other Stories.”

“In the summer of 1949, when
1 was nine,” she writes, “m;
mother and I traveled to Detroit
to visit ... Aunt Mary,

*“1 want you to see them big
buildings,’ Mama said. *They're
so tall your eyes'll pop out.”

Young Bobbie Ann never saw
the buildings., A bus strike
thwarted tho family's plans'to
visit downtown landmarks, and
sha apent most of her visit at her
aunt’s suburban tract house in
‘Wayne. Nevertheless, the experi-
once secomed to whet her

"appetite for a world beyond her

rural beginnings, and she never
forgot her atay here, often want-
ing “to go to Dotroit, where there
were concrote sidewnlks and tall
buildings and traffic ... an
intriguing place, with Ynnkeea,

nary” existence via the “atrange
music" lhnt was carly rock-and-
roll,

Maybe most important, she
discovered new worlds through
reading, a habit that apparently
marked her as an outsider, not
just at the rural achool she
altended, but even with some
members of her own family.
Often books like the Bobbsey
‘Twing series, Nancy Drew mys-
teries, or Louisn May Alcott's
“Little Women" appear to have
aervmi ns a perfectly adoquate

for human

who spoka another I
After graduation from the Uni-
vorsity of Kentucky, Mason
(despite her family’s trepidation)
heeded an English professor's
advice and set out not for
Detroit, but for New York,

“My folks and their country
culture were alwaya present in
the deopost part of my being,”
ghe tells us, “Yet I was estranged
from them.” She found herself,
however, “a-stranger ... in the
North ... an exile in both places.”

This account of how Bobbie
Ann Mason finally came to
resolve her feelings has about it
an almost-cinematic quality (not
surprising, mayba, when we
learn of her devotion to film).
The popular songs of the day
serve as a kind of haunting back-
ground misic to her highly visu-

-al, thickly textured story of &

family that is often beset by
mental and physical illness,
backbreaking labor, isolation,
and deep-seated, mixed feclings
because thoy are "country.”
Music *saved us all,” she says,
calling up memories of helping
her father plant corn as strains
of “Ruby” or “The Song Fn:m

ionship, as far as Bobbie Ann
was concerned, though. Later,
she would delve into such books
as “The Secarch for Bridey Mur-
phy" and “The Report on
Unidonﬂl“ed Flying Objects.”
(Ono assumes her reading lista
have grown more sophisticated
over the years, although this ia
not really examined here.)
While Mason may have felt
isolated, and nover quite under-
stood by her own family, she
scems never to have felt unloved.
Much of tho atrength of “Clear
Springs”® lies in its depiction of
the “characters” who made up
her colerful family. From
Mason's feisty (though some-
times mentally ill) grandmother,
to her Bible-reading grandfa-
ther, to her hard-working father,
to her highly energized mother ~
all of these {and more) appear as
rea) as Mason herself. In fact, in
a sense, this books scems to
focus more on her ancestors and
her surroundings than on her. °
Especially as she reaches mid-
dle-age, we aren't shown much of
her personal life at all (she dis-
cusnes nut tn nul.hmg about her

Moulin Rouge” wafted th
her girlish daydreams, relluvmg
the heat and the boredom,

She eventually became Nation-
al President of the Hilltoppers
(remomber “P.S, I Love You™?) In
her tgens, she would spend
countless hours listening to the
radio and escaping her “ordi-

BOOK HAPPENINGS

It'a only n small frustration,
though. Maybe it's a story for
another day.

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia free- -
lance writer who specializes in
book and theater reviews, You
can reach her by voice mail at
(734) 953-2045, thén press 1854,

Book Happenings features var-
{ous cvents at suburban book-
stores, librarics and literary
gatherings. Send news leads to
Keely Wygonik, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia,
Mich., 48150, or fax them to
(734} 591-7279 or e-mail to
kwygonik@oc.homecomm.net

BOOK SIGNINGS

Farmington Observer reporter and
Livonia resident TIm Smith wili
sign coptes of his naw bdok,
“Miracle Birth Storles of Very
Premature Bables ~ Little Thumbs
Up!” at the following locatlons:

1 7:30-9:30 p.m. Thursday, June
17, Bames and Noble .
Booksetlers, Orchord Lake Road
south of Maplo Road in West
Bloomfleld,

W 2-4 p.m. Sunday, Juno 20,
Bernes and Noble Booksallers,
Hoggerty ond Six Milo roads in
Northville Township. -

W 2.4 p.m. Saturday, July 3, Little
Professor on the Park, Maln
Street in Plymouth. '

o 24 pm, Saturdey, Aug. 7,
Baines and Noblo Booksellers, 14
Mtble and John R roads in Troy.
Smith can be contected directly
at (248) 477-5450.

BALDWIN LIBRARY (BIRMINGHAM)

Students In middle school or high
school can beat the heat this -
summer Juna 14-Aug. 20 by joln-
Ing the Young Adult Summer
Roading Club at the library, 300
W. Merltl, Birminghem,
Participants wha read selections
from eight out of the 12 reading
categories will be entered In 8
grand prizo drawing, Weekly prize
drawings will also be held for
those who turn In short book
1eviews. Interasted patrons will
1ecolva 8 spocial gift whon they
reglster ot the Adult Reading
Deopartment. {248) 647-1700.

BARNES AND NOBLE (TROY)

Authors Kay Olson and Elise
Arndt, and famlly counselor Kevin
Clothier discuss “Everyons. Has ot
Least Ono Great Relationship,
Discover Yours,” 3 p.m. Saturday,
June 19, at the store, 398 John R
Rood, Troy. (248) 577-5056

BORDERS (ANN ARBOR}

Sonla Choquette reads from her
book “The Wise Chlld,” 7 p.m,
Friday, Juna 18; British-born
Galaxy Craza reads from her book
By the Shore,” 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, June 15; The group 2 of
a Kind performs a chlldren's
show, 11 a.m, Saturday, Juno 19,
at the store, 812 Likerty St.
{734)668-7652.

BORDERS (AUBURN HILLS}

Disnay celebrates the release of
“Tarzan"* with a party, games and
prizes, 11 a.m. to noon, Saturday,
June 19; Baffling BIIl the
Maglclan and his bunny Gus per-
form a magic show, 7 p.m.
Wednasday, June 23, at the
store, 3924 Baldwin Road,
Auburn Hills, {248) 335-5013

BORDERS (DEARBORN)

John Misfuit and Bob Vance dis-
cuss "Boyhood: Growing up Male:
A Multicultural Anthology,” 7
p.m. Mondoy, June 14; Cralg
Karges discusses Ignite Your
Intuition,” 7 p.m, Wednesday,
June 16, at the store, 5601
Mercury Dr., at Ford Road,
Doaarborn, (313) 271-4441.

BORDERS (FARMINGTON HILLS)

Discussion group for the “X-Files”
7:30 p.m, Tuesday, June 15;
Borders Business Book Group
meets, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Juno 26, The fea-
tured book is “Rich Dad Poor
Dad: Leave the Rut - Find
Financlal Security;” *Evolve
Yourself,” book sgning and dis-
cusslon by focal author Rich
Rahn, 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Juna
17; Rabbi Marla Feldmon discuss-
es “The Tribe of Dina,” as part of
the Rosh Hodesh Series, 7 p.m.
Sunday, June 20, et tho store,
30995 Orchard Lake Road,
Farmington Hills, {248) 737-0110

BORDERS (ROCHESTER HILLS)

“Amella’s Notebook,* an

" American Glris program geared
toward glris ages 7-12, 2 p.m.
Sunday, June 13; *Toddler Time,"
10 a.m. Mondaya; Open mike
night, 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, June
15; Jqumal workshop with Irls
L

Rochester Road, Rochester Hills,
{248) 652:0558. .

PAPERBACKS ‘N THINGS

Tont Carrington, also known as
Lori and Tony Karaylonnl, slgns
coples of "License to Thrill,” the
first of o series, 1-3 p.m.
Saturday, June 19; at tha store,
8044 Wayne Road, In the Oak
Plaza, Westland, {734) 522.
8018.

PLYMOUTH DISTRICT LIBRARY

Linda Grek(n, a librarlan at Hillel
Day School in Farmington Hilts,
will read from her book and talk
about the research and interviews
she did for *I'll Never Get Lost
Again: Tho Complate Gulde to
Improving Your Sense of
Direction,” 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,
June 22, et the library, 223 S.
Maln St,, Plymouth. Atter
Grekin's talk, Dixle Cocagne wit)
be the gulde for a literary tour of
Michigan. Members of the audl-
ence wlll recelve maps and book
lists for discovering books with
Michigan sottings or those writ-
ten by Michigan authors, (734)
4530750, -

ROCHESTER HILLS PUBLIC
LIBRARY

Frlends of the Rochester Hills
Public Library Summer Used Book
Sale, 1-4:30 p.m. Sunday, June
13, at the library, 500 Olde
Towne Road, Rochestér. (248)
650-7178. :

ROVAL 0AX PUBLIC LIBRARY

Bruce Jenvey author, of “Handy
Harbor Gulda: The Bays and
Watarways of the Great Lakes,”
wlll sign coples of his book 7-
8:45 p.m. Tuesday, June 15, at
the library, 222 €, 11 Mlle Road.

SOUTHFIELD UBRARY

Book discussion saries et the
library, 26000 Evergreen Road,
Southfield features the works of
Edith Wharton. Reglstration Is
required and participants will be
responsible for providing thelr
own books. Reglster at the
Fictlon Desk, or call {248) 948
0470, Discussion dates are 1-3

7 pam.
June 18; Camp Bordars program
Puppy Talk,” and the sdult pro-
gram “Women Who Run With
Wolves,”.both at 7 p.m. Thursday,
June 17, at tho store, 1122

pm, T June 24, “Ethan
Fromme;” 1-3 p.m. Wednosday,
July 28, “Summer;” and 1.3 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 26, *Tho Mother's
Recompense.” Serles Is port of
the Summer Humanltios Program.




