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"Eagle soars

for wonderful

, BY THERESE MICKELSEN
: STAFF WRITER

s=-From the moment you spot it,
Una huge complex spruwlmg
ver the lundscnpo gomehow
ubkx out of placo in qulet Mount
‘Pleasant, Mich.
*As you drive under the stnnu
rchwny guarded by two giant
‘gngles clutching gold coins and
.welcommg you to the Soaring
:Engle Casino & Resort, you'll
‘axpect aomuthlng npuc!uculun
Ycu won't be dlsnppumtnd as
'you'il pull into the main hotel
;eatrance arca and have your car
,parkcd by the free valet service
rlmd have a bellman take your
‘bngs The hatel lobby meets your
i£yes as you enter, and the mam-
+moth stene fireplace surrounded
'by beautiful Aztec-design carpets
‘and comfortable sitting oreas

owerful Images: This
ained glass window
eflects the many Native
merican themes at Soar-
g Eagle.

vacations

Tho
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort
was opened in 1997 by the Sagi-
naw Chippewa Indian Tribe and
features the largest casino
between Atlantic City and Las
Vegas, This venture is suro to be
a winner for the tribe, which
since 1984 has pumped $71.6
million into the Michigan Strate-
gic Fand.

After you've checked in, just
finding your room can be an
experience in the huge 512-room
hotel. My husband, Bob, and I
have now stayed in two difforent
stylos of room and have been
plensed with them both. Soaring
Eagle advertises that hore a
“room” is not merely a “room.”
I'd have to agree, and I've stayed
in a lot of hotels,

As a vehement non-smoker, |
was immediately impressed that
the first, third and fifth floors of
the hotel are completely non-
smoking. Indeed, I did not smell
any smoke at all while in our
rooms on both the third and fifth
floors, or while going to and from
them,

It wos also impressive that,

. though the hotel was full on both

of our visits, we did not hear
noises from other guests while in
our rooms. We felt we were in an
oasis away from it all while in
our rooms; the designs, furnish-
ings and decor are all in the
Aztec motif and aro very warm
and soothing.

Serious pampering is rcnllzcd
when you come back from dinner
or your evening’s entertainment
to find fresh towels in the bath-
room, extra large and fluffy tow-
cls laid out at your antique tub

Dramatic entry: Two eagles in flight greet visitors to the Saanng Eagle Resort in

Maunt Pleasant.

or whirlpcol, your bed turned
down and fine chocolates on your
pillow — it's like being on a
cruiso!

All the hotel rooms here are
duwnnght luxurious, with

ities such as whi
gua fireplaces, antique tubs and
torrazzo marble bathrooms.
First-class rooms.are $119-179,
deluxe class rooms $138-189,
superior class rooms from $169-
199 and premium clasa rooms
$269-299. Hotel prices quoted
here are standard rates; Soaring
Engle does offer entertainment,
golf and casino packages.

Are you rendy to venture to
the casino? The walk to get there
takes you through a magnificent,
wide room called the Grand
Foyer, featuring some of the
most beautiful Oriental-style
carpets in a floral pattern I've
ever scen. The ceiling is a hand-
printed work of art all on its
own, with eagles flying in a
majestic sky. The colors in this
room are brought together by the
hand-carved wooden staircascs
and accents. Numerous display
cases appear here and through-
out the resort featuring Native
American art work and memora-
bilin, .

Beforo you get to the casino,
you'll see Kide Quest and
Cyberquest. Kids Quest is touted
a8 the ultimate “edutainment”

experience for youngsters 6,

months to 12 years old. Thore
are plenty of age-appropriate

Cool down: When you need a break from gambling, the

things to keep them busy here,
in a safe, supervised hourly set-
ting. Cost is $6 per hour per
child Monday-Thursday, $8 Fri-
day-Sunday and halidays, Hours
are 10 am. to 10 p.m. Sunday-
Thursday and 10 a.m. to mid-
night Frlday and Saturday.
Cyberquest is unsupervised and
lots those over 12 feed quarters
into arcade games. Kids under
12 need a parent present.

As we entor the casino, Bob
wanders off to put hia name in
for table poker, There are lots of
folka here fust standing around,
8o I don't feel too out of place as I
try to decide what to do first, If
you like casinos, it's all here;
blackjack, craps, rouletto, keno,
poker, 85 table games and 4,000
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‘Soaring Eagle has a large indoor pool.

slot and video pokor machines,
But, alas, the 24-hour bright
lights and brilliant color atmo-
sphere can't hide the fact that
you'll find no non-smoking sec-
tion here; what a shamel

Further down the hall is the
home of tho highest stakes bingo
in Michigan.. The bingo hall ia
also used for the big-name enter-
tainment that is giving the facili-
ty a reputation. Look for. Merle
Haggard, and  Englebert
Humperdmk among others, to
porform in June, Ticket prices
are between $14 and $40 and are
available at all Ticket Plus out-
leta,

Don't forget to pack a robe and
flip-flopa for your visit to the spa
(und budget a little extra cash

for somo top-of-the-line pamper-.
ing). A visit to the fabulous poal,
indoor whirlpool, swim-jet pool,
outdoor jacuzzi or steam room is
free. In addition, a myriad .of
body treatments, massages,
hydrotherapy, facials, half or
full-day bliss packnges are avail-
able (priced $40-240; appoint.
, ments necessary).
But by far, our favorite part of

B - both of these getaways was the

superb food and service offered
at the Water Lily Restaurant
and Lounge. A 47-foot-long wall
welcomes you to this part of the
resort. Most areas are in view of
the lighted, five-story fountain
outdeara, Book a reservation for
dinner in advance and get a
table for tho best view.

A bread basket is served thh
at least four varieties of home—
baked delights. A asurprising
number of great wines are avail-
nbln both by the bottle and the

glns:

Bob ordered the elk both times
and was pleasantly surprised to
have it cooked to his well-done

- liking, I ordered the mahimahi,
the first time and tho halibut the
next; both were the best fish I'd
over eaten. Expeet to pay $18-28

. per entree including a starch
and veggie; salads and soups are
extrn, As you might expect, a
wonderful tray of desserts are
available to pick from, as well as
an array of coffees and teas, The
service both times we were there
‘was positively superb.

If you're looking for a quick,
indulgent getaway, I'd recom-
mend you consider the Soaring
Eagle, just an hour north of
Lansing. If you're a golfer,
Mount Pleasant is somewhat of a
“golf capital” for central Michi-
gan, with more than a dozen
highly rated courses close by,

Visit the Soaring Engle online
at ‘www. sagchip. com/
soaringeagle/ main, htm. For
hotel and restaurant reserva-
tions, call (877)232-4632; for
casino  information, call
{877)732-4537; for concert tick-
ots, call (800)585-3737 or visit
any Ticket Plus outlet.

Therese Mickelsen is a free-
lance writer living in Redford.
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GREAT ESCAPES

- Great Escapes featurcs various
travel ncws items. Send news
-leads, story idcas or your own
travel adventures to Keely Wygo-
nik, Obscrver & Eccentric News-
‘papers, 36351 Schoolcraft, Livo-
nia, 48150 or fax to (734)591-
7279 or e-mail to kw)ganxk@ oe.
homecomm. net .
UP NORTH

- Every summer, regular as the
season's turn, residents of south-
¢ast Michigan head Up North for
_recrention, reloxation and inspi-
ration.

Michigan's special paradise.
Send_your stories and pictures
to Keely Wygonik at the Observ-
er & Eccentric, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia, MI 481560, Or e-
mail your comments to kwygo-

0ik@ oe, homecomm. net
CANOE ADVENTURE
Pinery Provincial Park in

Ontario will “celebrate the
canoe” during Ausable Adven-
tures weekend June 19-20, Many
canae-related activities will take
place, including your chance to
paddie a voyageur canoe. For
informatian, call the Pinery Visi-
tor Centre at (519) 243-8574.
Back to Bnsics

ANTARCTICA

A 12-day lravel ndmrluu 1o the wildlifo and wlldemnass of ths White Conlinent

Mission Point Resort on Mack-
tnac Island is offering a family
package that includes three days
and two nights in a Family Dou-
ble Room, one dinner, brenkfast
cach moming, admission to hia-
toric Fort Mackipac a horae-
drawn hayride and a round trip

ie available through Sept. 8. The
package is available only Sun-
days through Thursdays. For
mors information, call (800) 833-
7711 or go to www. mi:

dey tour of Grand Rapids,
including a night at the four-star
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel June
22.23.

oom

TOUR GRAND RAPIDS
The Community Houae in

on Shepler's ferry. The pack

is atwo-

The docent-lead tour will visit

the Grand Rapids Art Museum,
Fredrick Meijer Gardens and the
Van Andel Muscum Center. For
information, call (248) 594-6419.

. We'd like to know where you
+go when you go Up North. Tell
-us about your favorite Up North
spot. Is it a beach house on Lake i
‘Michigan, a resort around Tra-

* Round-rip aMaxu lmm Detuit + Antarctic expents/lecturers aboard
* B.day cruise aboard Marco Polo  + Complimentary red expedition parka

» All meats aboard ship « Many other features

PREVIEW: July 17,1999 !

Enjoy a BounceBack Weekend®

verso C,gy‘ a cabin in the deep There will bs a preview on Sunday, July 11, from 2 to 4 p.m, at the Bloomfield Town-
ship Library, Lona Ping and Tefegraph Haads, whare you will have ths opportunity ta X
;vi?x‘:g:; unrg:dr ;:t;n g:cr;inf:;n :: alsa meet Commander (Retired) Larry Price, world traveler and your tour direcor. at Hitton and refax for less.
kinoe Taland or o hid * Video - ¢ Cruss Ling When was tha tast time you did

For turther Informatlon or hmﬁ“lll, call ...

in the UP? Do you enjoy bouhng sbsolutely nothing? Enjoyed pam-

on the Great Lakes, golfing on Chuck (248} 645-6050 o A
the designer courses, hiking the Randolph {800) 30€-1490 pering that mada a few days feel

Travel & Tours

rugged trails, biking the back
3588 WEST MAPLE ROAD * BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN 48301

roads, antique hunting, fudge
eating or simply watching the
sunset on a beatiful beach?

Tell us in 50-75 words about
your favorite Up North place and
if you have a phatograph send it
along for a travel atory about

like avacation? AHilton ~ FROM
BouncoBack Weckaend

provides everythingyou  Serrson
nesd 10 rest and revive. Plus

recaive a free Continantal break-

fast or credit towards 8 full break-
fast tat Hilton Suitos you'll receive o
fult American breakfast and

ovoning beverage reception). You
can make your BounceBack
Woekend reservations at
www.hilton.com/bounceback  1°|
or call your professional travel
agent, 1-800-HILTONS, or one of
the Detroit arsa Hittons listed.

Northwest Michigan.
What a beautiful idea for
your next vacation.

The Petoskey-Harbor Springs-Boyne Clty

Hilton Gardan Inn® Plymouth 248-420-0001 $85

=] area greets you with stunning Hilton Grand Rapids Aiport 616-957-0100 $69
ah, B natural beauty. Warld-class Hilton Inn Southficld 2483571100 $75-$95
ma gy own golf. Inviting shops, galierles Hilton Northfield 248-679-2100 $99
S o ond restaurants. All in a Hilton Novi 248-343-4000$80-595
&“‘ ‘nﬁ ﬁ charming, relaxed Victorian Hilton Suitos Aubum Hills 248-334-2222 899 it
B 3 bl atmosphere. Call for FREE brochures. Hitton Suites Datroit Matro Airor: 734-726-9200 $79 ton.
HENR" i R Or visit our web site. Hilton Tolodo 216-447-1300 $74
’ e, o Hilton Toronto 416-869-3456 $155-$195 (Canadian)
N wan’ o 1-800-845-2828 HiltonToronto Airport 905-677-9900 $116 (Canadian) - '
( Reor o www.boynecountry.com HiltonWindsor 519-973-5555 $129-8139 (Canadian)
i

Petoskey~ Harbor Springs~ Boyne Country Visitors Bureau
401 E. Mitchell St, Petaskey, Michigan 49770
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