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Survey crucial for arts planning

armington and Farmington Hills resi- -
denta will receive an important piece of
mail descrving more attention than that
pnvelope with Ed McMahon on the front,
“A committeo of arts leaders want to know
vhat peoplo think and want from pre

H Tho survey has 22 questions
and requires those answering to
clicloa response or jotdown a
quick list.

fnail-in survey is being sent to houscholds in
both cities.

More than 6,300 Farmington residents are
pxpected to receive the survey separately.

ther 31,000 Hills b holds will see it as
part of the city’s bi-monthly June/ July Focus
hewsletten

The survey has 22 questions and requires
fhose answering to circlo a response orjot .
fown a quick list. Thera are no right or wrong

"We urge residents to take time and fill out
.I"m survey and send it back as soon na possi-
[LN
At the very least, survey takers need a 20-
to 30-percent return. We think resldenta can
tlo better than that.
TTo give their two cents worth, residents
lon’t even have to pay the 32 required for
postage. That is pre-paid as part of the self-
nddressed, leaving respondenta to juat fold
pnd tape (don't staple) the document.
i - While the arts are often subjective and
plten in the eye of the beholder, many can
- pgree their mere presence enhances a commau-
hity's vitality.

In economic torms, a Wayne State Universi-
ty study revealed that for every $1 of state tax
money spent on the arts, there is a return of

By all accounts, Farmington and Farming-
ton Hills have a vibrant cultural arts collec-
tive, which epans from painters, sculptors,
potters to musicians, writers and poets.

The recent Festival of the Arts und d
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the depth and range of crentive expression
within theso city limits, Without an apprecia-
tive and caring audienco, though, the arts are
left to wither and fode.

That's why completing a survey is so criti- -
cal.

Feedback from the survey will be used to
lay the ground work for a cultural arts master
plan, which is going to be incorporated in both
citics’ master plans.

A committee has been working more than
two years to develop this blueprint. The cul-
tural arts plan will serve as a guide well into
the next millennium.

The voices of all concerned should be the
cornerstone of any cultural arts master plan,

H ospital mergers — or health care alliances,
as the industry likes us to think of them -
hre a good thing,

i At least that’s what wo wero told in the
enrly 1990s as one after another, major trau-
mn centers and community hospitals in south-
easf.ern chhxgnn begtm adding each other’s
nnmes to the signs in front of their buildings.

: St. Joseph Hospital became St. Joseph
Mercy Health Systems, also affilinted with
Mission Health (Providence Hospital); St.
Mary Hospital was a partner with William

B Hospital: and Oakwood Hospital
took on Annapolis and Beyer to become the
Odkwood Healthcare Syatem.

Look at the efficiencies, we were told, A
mpllwhqn of services would lead to leaner
eu\ﬂ'a and lower costs, Expanded purchasing
powcr would do the same, as would sharing of
technology,

And for a while, it looked like it mlght be
workmg. For about three years, health care
ooa(«a = which had skyrocketed through most of
t.hc 1980s - rose in step with {or slightly
abpve) the national inflation rate. That

Merger mania leaves less care

Detroit Medical Center, the shockwaves are
reverberating for residents in weatern Wayne
and Oakland counties as well - even in m!a-
tively well-off iti where u j
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Helmet foe off base

I n the May 13 Observer, on the issue of hel-
mets for bike riders, roller bladers and
skuwbonrders Rf:beﬂ Igrisan was quoted

when peaple are walking they should alsp
wear protective gear including a helmet, knee

pads, elbow pads, and wrist guards, You never |

know when a rock could suddenly appear and
you couId trip and fnll and acnnusly hurt

the of injuries resulti

from accid g bikes, rollerblad
and skatebonrds, Ho mwd that when a per-
son falls off a bike he simply goes “boom-
boom" and sustains “just cuts and acrapes.”
Igrisan went on to state that “a helmet is not
going to protect a rider if hit by a car.”

Such statements reflect ignorance, insensi-
tivity and irresponsibility.

The testi of pediatricians and neurol
gists is clear; such accidents can and some-
times do result in death or in head injuries
which permanently reduce the child's cogni-
tive abilities - reading, wnung, thinking. Con-
vi ion with such 1s, or a brief
review of scientific evidence in tho area,
should be the baseline for public discussion of
the issue.

Funhemore, remarka belittling such

of resid carry 1! i

medical insurance.

d, private

This spring, for example, St. Joseph Mercy. -

‘Hoalth Systems closed its urgent care facility
in Plymouth, opting to send those patients to
a newer building in Canton Township, It alse
consolidated urgent care to one site (formerly
two) in Ann Arbar. Thoe moves will save $3.6
million & year, a hospital spokesman said.
Some 250 jobs will bo cut this year.

Given the latest round of job cuts and
endangered hospitals, the Observer questions
what all this consolidation has really accom-
plished. A recent study showed southcast

to those families which
have suﬂcred losses. Such remarks do nothing
to advance public understanding.

Finally, like all important public policy
issues, there are legitimate points on both'
mdcs ofthe bike helmet nrdmnncu debate, But
P fon in public di at a crucial

t deserves ar approach.
Head injury is a serious iasue, One expects
more than what Igrisan delivered,

C 1} to the ity of Farm-
ington Hills on thoughtful consideration of the
issue and on the commendable decision to
back up ongoing educational efforts with an
ordmnnce on helmet safety. We look forward

S

Michigant itals with more employecs and
more acute-care beds per resident than the
national average.

Much of that is due to gencerous health ben-
efita tied to the auto industry, said Don Pot-
ter, h 1 council presid Ahighd d

“ptogress,” combined with a stellar
campaign by the insurance industry, increas-
ing prevalence of HMOs and some severe mis-
steps by the Clinton Administration, was
erjough to kill off talk of nationalizing health

“Then Congress lowered what turned out to

he the boom. 'l'ha 1997 bnlnnced budget deal
r for

Medicare and Medxcmd, government insur-
arnice programs for senior citizens, poor and
digabled people, Beginning this year, hospitals
‘in‘southenstern Michigan will receive $400
million less annually from the state and feder-
al | ‘government to cover patlents in those  pro-
grams, ding to the S
Héalth and Hospital Council. |,

‘While the pain has been particularly sharp
for urban-based health care networks like the

?QUESTION'

xWhnt was
ithe last
movie you
watched
and did you
enjoy it?

"The Phantom *What Dreams “The Phantom “Phantom Men-

We asked this | ‘yonnce My Com.' | Menace.’ I loved | ace’ I thought It
question out- thought the thought it was It was waok, not
\side the Fam- | other (Star Wors” | Interosting.’ . Diskin | Very 80od. it was
Nington Post films) were bet- - an .| oo contusing.
\Offica in the tor. " . Farmington Hils ho botween.'
YDowntown Con- Linda Nlelsen i Jay B

ter. Farmington Farmington
N

for health care services has led to construction
—~ almost all of it in the suburbs — and addi-
tional medical workers.

Potter also pointed out that doctors have
taken a carte-blanche approach to orderi
drugs through hospita! pharmacics, funher
hurting the bottom line. It's odd that insur-
ance companies have no trouble dictating

their desire for generica and other cost-saving -

measures to the general public. Perhaps hos-

.| pitals need better controls in this area.

One can hope that merger mania among
hospitals will slow, now that most of the play-
ers have found their partnera. But it isn’t like-
ly to reverse direction, That's too bad. Because
in hindsight, the public might have benefited
from more local competition, not less.

to the public dialogue in Farming-
ton.
Julie and Tim Devine
Farmington

Helmet law not needed

o n May 10, you passed an ordinance say-
ing that everyone under the age 16 must

wear a bicycle helmet when riding their bike,

in-line skating, and skateboarding. Then does

that mean that we can’t just go to the skating

rinks to have a fun time?
Ordowehavetor our hel

y 1f when walk

And now, I get to ennng Forget that! You
could choke if food is not chewed properly, so 1
think that we should not be able to eat. It's
hazardous to our health, .

When listening to the radio, CD's, or any
other electronic device, we ghould have to
wear leather gloves, because if our hands get
wet and then we touch the devices in the
wrong places, we would get electrieal shock,
and might die, .

All of these things are hazardous to our
health and safety, but in my point of view
there are some things that we can and should
control, and some things that we can’t and
shouldn't be able to control.

Catch my drift? No onc wants to wear a
helmet, (at least none of tho people that I've
met da),

And I know that if it was that EVERYONE,
both adults and children, had to wear safety
helmets when riding, blading, or boarding
then we would have a lot more peopla walk-
ing, instead of riding their bikes, using their
in-line skates, and skateboards,

Jill Alspach -
Farmington Hills -

Misgulded anger °
n Saturday morning, April 3, you leancd

o over and rolled down the passenger side
window of your car whilo stopped at a red
light in front of Another Way Pregnancy Cen-
ter. Our front door was open and one of our
counselors was seated at the reception desk |
just inside the door, You shouted obscenities
at her and accused her of being & baby killer.
‘Wo at Another Way want you to know that
we are pro-life. We offer a variety of free ser-
vices that help women choose life for their
babies. We also help them pick up the pieces *
in the aftermath of abortion. Though we are
glad that you are strongly against the killing
of babies, we pray that you will refrain from
yelling obscenities at those whom you think
are nbortiom'sw. ‘That's not in keeping with

and worry about helmet hair and how ridicu-
lous we look? And by the way, helmets don't
fit over ponytails. .

I also have a couple of idens to also help
ensure the safaty of our children. If we have to
protect our children when riding their bikes,
in-line skating and skateboarding, then what
about swimming? Kids could drown when
swimming, So I think that anyone under the
age of sixteén should have to wear a flotation
devico when in the water.

‘What about riding in a car? That can be
especially dangerous, I think that everyone of
all ages should have to wear a specially
designed helmet to wear when in the car, And

the le Jesus set.

Romans 2:4 aays that it'’s God’s kindnesa
that leads people toward repentance. So be
kind to everyone, pray for those who are living
in the dark, and trust vengeance and justice to
our merciful Lord.

Julie Nordborg
Public Relations Dircctor
Another Way Pregnancy Center

Opinlons are to be shared: Letters should be
mailed to: Editor, The Farmington Observer,
33411 Grand River, Farmington Michigan
48335, Or they can be faxed to 248477-9722,

Farmington @bserver

JOAXNE MALISZEWSK!, COMMURNTY EOITOR, 248-477-5450, JMAUSTEWSI@OE. HOMECOMMNET
BUSAN ROSIEX, MANAGING EDITOR, 734-953-2149, SROSIEKGOE.HOMECOMM,NET
* Hual GALLAGHER, ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITOR, 734-953-2118, HGALLAGHERGOE. HOMECOMM.NET
PEQ Knonm.. ADVERTISING MANAGER, 734-953-2177, PKNOESPELOPOE. HOMECOMM.NET
JIM JIMMERSON, PUBLISHER, 734-953-2100, JIMIGOE, HOMECOMM.NET
STEVEN K. POPE, VICE-PRESIENT/ GENERAL MANAGER, 7.34-953- 2252, SPOPEDOE, HOMECOMM,NEF
MARK WARREN, CIRCULATION DIRECTOR, 734-953-2117, AWARRENGOE.HOMECOMM.NEY

Ricx FICORELL), MARKETING DIRECTOR, 734-953-2150,

. RICKFOOE. HOMECOMM . NET

HOMETOWN COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK, INC,

PHIUF POWER, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD  JEAXNT TOWAR, WCE PRESIDENT/ EOITORIAL

RICHARD AGINIAN, PRESIDENT

OUR MiSSION: “B, we publish ity papers, we think about Eommunifyjoumaliam
in a fundamentally different way than our bigger They ider th lves to be
independent from the stories and ities they cover, ping in to write the unusual or

2,

1 and then dashing off to cover
Journalists and as caring citizens of the communi

elsc. We regard oursclues as both accurate
ties where we work.”
— Philip Power
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