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Contractors working
on the $49 milllon
sresurfocing project of
1-275 wlll ba starting
10 pave tha exit ramp
from westbound 1696
10 southbound I-276
this week.

Motorlsts on |-276 con expact to ree
wotk ¢rews from John Carlo continua to
pour concrata for new southbound lanes
this week botween Flve Milo and Six Mile
Roads, (f the weather peimits.

ExIt ramps from southbound lanes of |-
275 to Eight Mite, Saven Mils and Six
Mile may foce periodic closings as crows
move equipment during Lhis construction
phase, Bridge repalrs niso will force occa-
slonal lane closures on the “Miio Roads.”

Once paving is completed on the south-
bound lanes ~ scheduled for complotion
by mid-July - traffic in both directlcas will
Do crossed back over 10 the newly paved
southbound sldo batween Grand River
and Five Milo Rood,
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Councll date. Farmmgton
Hills City Couricil meets
at 7:30 p.m. in City Hall.

Going once: City of Farm-
ington Hills will conduct
its annual auction , June
26, in the police parking
lot on 11 Mile Road. Jew-
elry, computers, bicycles,
ice furniture and other
items will be up for bid.
Public viewing starts at 9
a.m. with bidding at 10
a.m. Only cash and
checks are accepted.
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A voter-approved bond issue is helping pay
$3.1 million for 1,600 new computers that will
on Public School clagsrooms.
Computer company landed a
lion’s share of the bids.

too, The diatrict is laying the founda-
tion for 21st century instruction, with
school board mombers last week

Many of the buildi F
Public Schools are in the midat of
physical makeovers, through projocts
funded by the successful September
1997 bond issue.

But something new and exciting is

pproving a bid to buy 1,600 comput-
era. .
Several vendors will get a piece of
the $3.1 million action, with the dol-
lars coming out of a specially designnt-
ed capital projects fund, said Cheryl
Cannon, assiatant superintendent for

taking place inside some of thoae wails,

Name change
sheds new light
on mansion

By Tp2 SMITe
AFP WRITER
tamith@oo.homecomm.net

1t's a now mgn. name and — hepefully - era for the
of former N Fred

Wnrnen
Ushering in the now era during a ribbon-cutting cele-
bration and sign dedication Thursday night were Dick
Carvell and Nancy Leonard. With scissors in hand,
both of the mansion’s original docents (since the city
took the building over in 1980) cut away the ribbon and
decorative wrapping.
Uncovered was a green sign, with whito lettering and
gold lnm. atating the new numo. Govemar Warner

.. Home of Farmi! istory.
Just bcfom Carvell and Leomnd dld the honors, Mike
of the Fi Historical Com-

mission and 2 member of the Warner Mansion Develop-
ment Committee, commented how the stately home at
33805 Grand River “truly is the centerpicce of our his-
toric éis;rict. a symbol of timea past and times yet to
come.’

Several other members of the committee echoed Har-
rison and spoke with enthusiasm about how the unveil-
ing could potentially bring awareness of the 132-ycar-
old mansion to a greater level throughout Farmington,
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Mercy AD
on base with
diocese honor

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER

To say that Nancy Malinowski loves
sports is an understatement,

The Mercy High School athletic director
was recently named Athletic Director of the
Year by the Archdiocese of Detroit Catholic
League, which oversces athletics at
Detroit's Catholic schoola,

She was nominated for the award by Tom
Rashid, Catholic League dircctor for the
Archdiocese of Detroit.

“She ia a very hard-working and compe-
tent athletic director,” said Rashid, who
first became acquainted with Malinawaki
while she was a student at Mt., Carmel in
Wyandotte.

He said he was impressed by her role as
coach during the seccond half of the girls'
softball season — prompted by tho resigna-
tion of the regular coach.

“(Meprey's) softball toam, with N’nncy
Muhngws]d in tho dugout as an assistant
céach, acored three runs on the final pitch
to upset Divino Child and then were
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raised enough money and furnished an apartment. Food
and other items have also been donated.

Hills resident Dean Unick proposed the idea of help-
ing refugees from the war-torn region during a city
council meeting a couple months ago,

Since then, a core group of 20 or so people has met
rogulnr]y at St. Fabian Catholic Church to map out how

to help Kuaovur families left homeless by the Balkans
war, An A i of Detroit ive ia coordi-
nating placements.

The Farmington Hills group plans on hosting possibly
up to three families,

*“I may have been the spark plug, but they have been
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business and finance. Texas-based Dell
Computer was awarded maost of the
project, $1.9 million for Pentium 3
cemputers, complote with 17-inch mon-
itors. The machines are stronger, more
durable, than those commereially
available to consumers.

“We just hope the tables como in
before the computers so we'll have
something to put them on,” snid Can-
non, only half jokingly, during a recent
interview at the Lewis Schulman
Administrative Center.

The board last week also upprvved‘
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W $189,000 for installation, to
Sequein Diveraified Products;

B $55,000 going to Midwest Buainess
Systema for related loose cnds.

Cannon said most of the new com-
puters witl go into new labs being con-
structed this summer, such as North
Farmington High School, with-an eye
on cventunlly having up-to-date tech-
nology throughout the district,

Dan Sutton, the distriet'a director of
informational technology, estimated
that 20 percent of the new computers

W $950,000 for the purch
Tashiba laptop compuu‘rﬂ. te Camp
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Gush rush: Aaron Orel and his mom Lori came to town for the kid’s magic
show, but Aaron was more interested in quiet contemplation of the downtown
fountain.

Fountain of youth.
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sion of the artwork. The mural is c

drivers on Grand River Avenue.
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Wonder wall: Diana Fisher painted a garden mural on the side of
Vllagc Hidden treasures. The dcszfn allows for eventual expan-

early visible to castbound

Mural blossoms,
brightens stores

BY Tis SMITH
STAFF WRITER
tamith@oec.homecomm.net

Farmington's downtown business
district is a little brighter and more
colorful these dnys, thanks to the work
of Diana Fisher.

She recently painted a mural of fully
bloomed flowers on the west side ont-
side wall of Village Hidden Trensures
and Village Clippers Salon, 33245
Grand River.

“It was very rewarding,” said Fisher,
a Farmington Hills resident who has
dabbled in handerafts since childhood.
“I've never done anything that big
before. I loved being out here doing it,
and it was just plain fun.”

Village nwner Diane Cnamdy enlist.

| DOWNTOWN

The Rocking Horse, which happens to
be next door to the relocated gift shop
and salon,

Fisher started with a clean wall
(Cassidy just had her building painted
sky blue) and sketched, for distancing
purposes only, “from one flower to the
next.”

All of the detnil work was done free-
hand, as she proceeded with what

cventually would become a mural 24
feet high by six feet wide.

“I had something in mind,” Fisher
said. “But it nll came out of my imai.
nation as I was pninting.”

ed Fisher — y with
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