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travels with her Romanian
immigrant parents, She consid-
ers her art as simply o way to
tell mundano and transcenden-
tal stories about the dilemma of
tangled hair, angels lurking at
the cornera of her life, nature
and world peace. Her explana-
tion of the idea behind vach
painting is displayed next the
work.

“The reaction that I want
when people look at my art is a
amile or a tear,” said Nechita,

“I never take nnything for
granted,” she said. “My ort has
helped me overcome my fears
and to speak for others. It's
tnught mo not to be nfraid of
showing emotion.”

‘The biggest “story” of Nechi-

Conversations ...

ta’s paintings might be how such
a young artist can evoke a depth
of emotion and possess a sophis-
ticated sense of composition
while most kida her age atruggle
with the ambivalence of adoles-
cence and grapple to *fit in.”

Far better or worse, tho label
of prodigy invokes both legitima-
cy and cynicism about Nechita's
work.

Art in the balance

Overflow crowds squeezed into
the Peleg Gallery for the opening
of Nechita's exhibit 10 days ago.
The gallery cxpocts an unprece-
dentedly high turnout through-
out the month.

“There’s & wide fascinntion

with Alexandra because sho's
developed o certain style at such
a young oge,” snid Ady Peleg of
the Peleg Gallery.

“Sure some people are skepti-
cal, but once.people see her
work, they realize there's no way
to prepare a child for this depth
of expression.” )

A testament, azid Peleg, that
Nechita is the real deal. -

Indced, there is a sense of dea-
tiny nbout the girl from Whittier,
who shares a homotown with for-
mor President Richard Nixon.
Nechita arrived in the U.S.
shortly after her parents fled the
acourge of Romanian dictator
Nicolao Ceausescu,

As a'toddler, she was coloring

books while other kida were
probably wondering whother to
color the walls or themselves
with their crayons, And by 8, she
had hor first art show at the
Wittier Library,

‘While Nechita's sense of color,
camposition and mood are highly
advanced for a 13-year-old, there
are both signs of her youth, and
promise of greatness in her
paintings.

One the one hand, the narra-
tive ideas behind the imagery
ofton overshadow the composi-
tiona, In ather words, the expla-
nation of the painting doflates
the mystery. Somo of the images
- hearts, doves, the sun and
moon - could be culled from a
school girl’s diary. And while the

emotion is well-focused in many
of the paintinge, it isn't neccssar-
ily expansive. In general, the
pervasive omotion is bright,
cheery and optimistic, much like
Nechita.

When Nechita hits her mark,
with such paintings an “A Vorte
Santé,” inspired by a pressman
at Mourlot Atelier, which pub-
lishes her lithogeaphs, or *Silent
Water Lily,” she reveals a aubtle
yot complex sensibility and lay-
ers of emotion.

As Nechita matures and expe-
riences a wider rango of emotion,

there's plonty of reason to

believe her canvas will continue
to be a conduit for her feelings.

At 18, she possesses tho rare

combination of humility, limit- .

less curivsity and honesty. Qual.
ities that transcond technique,
and may cne day, lead her to cre-
ato & style of expression that
isn't derivative of cubism.

On & recont tour to the van
Gogh [Institute in Auvers,
France, the director of the
gallery showed Nechita tho land.
scape that inspired the famous
painter, |

“He.asked her, ‘Aroc you

‘inspired by van Gogh,'” aaid

Yarger, who accompanied her on
the trip.

“She aaid, ‘I'm inspired by
what inspired van Gogh.”

Even skeptics would've been
impressed.

Three Tenors coming to Detroit.
Insiders claim that Pavorotti's close
friendship with Steila cemented the

eal.

How obout the debate over casino
gaming? Stella served on the City of

Detroit's first commission to stu
issue.

How active has Stella been in shap-
ing the cultural landscape? He's
gerved presidents from Nixon to Clin-

Lightfoot

tionaf business,

dy the

ton, ambassadors, governors and’
mayors WHILE running an interna-

Stella’s biography reads like a quilt
of recent American history. His phote
album resembles a modern-day Zelig.

There's Frank with his arm around

Mother Teresa.

Stella?

Pavorotti, smiling at Sophia Loren,
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sharing the dais with President Rea-
gan, sharing a laugh with President
Bush, counseling President Clinton,

having a somber moment with Pope
John Paul and having a word with

Heck, there's Frank with Fabio, and
posing alongside John Travolta.
Are we sure there's only one Frank

Chairman of the board

Tickets to the Stella-appreciation
party are a tongue-in-cheek measure

tances. .

of friendship. Great friends: $1,250 for
a tablo of ten. A-really, really good
friend: $125. A good friend: $75,
Apparently, the man known by
presidents, popos, world-famous
celebrities, martyra and the man on
the street doean’t make more acquain-

“What do you look for in a friend,”
- asked Johnson. “Loyalty and a some-
one who keeps his word. That's Frank

Stella.”

Perhaps next Monday's dinner is a
good time'to make it official. The
metro area’s “chairman of the board”
also answers to the name of Frank,

Frank Provenzano can be reached at
(248) 901-2557, or at fprovenzano@ oe.

homecomm.net

Or write to: The Eecentric Newspa-
pers, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham,
48009.

modity they are today, American
record producers just weren't
going after singers from north of
the border. Although he would
have liked to been the first to
record his “For Lovin' Me” it
wasn'’t realistic to expect anyone
to teke a chance on an unknown.
Instead his agents, Grossman
and Court, gave the song to
Peter, Paul & Mary who went on
to make it No. 1. Eventually,
Lightfoot had his own hits,
paving a smoother toad for musi-
cians such as Bryan Adams,
Sting, Sarah McLachan, and

Celine Dion.

“For a Canadinn in the States
to get a contract was difficult,”
said Lightfoot who credits the

Wreck of the Edmund Fitzger-
ald™ along with albums “Cold en
the Shoulder” and “Endlesa
Wire.” Nothing prepared him for
the changi ical winda of

Juno Awards for ch the
way American record producers
view Canadian artists. “That
and the popularity of Celine
Dion, I contribute that to the
Juno Awards,” Canada's version
of the Grammys.

By the 19703, Lightfoot was
riding high on chart-topping hits
such as “Sundown,” “If You
Could Rend My Mind” and *“The
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the 1980a, After working a year
on the album “East of Midnight,”
Lightfoot was especinily disap-
pointed with depressed sales,
and the fact that it camo in 165
on the chorts. It was a sign of
the times,

“Michael Jackson unleashed
an album and The Monkecs were
No. 1,” said Lightfoot. “You don't

_let that discournge you. Writing

and recording, I chucked it once
or twice but I couldn't stay awny
from it.”

Persoverance on Lightfoot's
part is what led to his being rec-
ognized-ns a living legend. He
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chuckles at the notion, his voice
blushing through the phone
wire. But logond he is, In the
19708 ho was declared Canada’s
male singer of the decade. As if
that waen't enough, 1886
brought one of his most cher-
ished honors 18 he was inducted
into the Canadian Music Hall of
Fame, by no less a legend than
Bob Dylan. The two had become
frionds through the years,

“It's the desire to succeed, the
love of tho craft,” said Lightfoot.
“I like being able to play the gui-
tar and stand up in front of folks,
It's like o hockey player who
practices for the game.”

Lightfoot has “practiced” plon-
ty for the gamo of becoming an
international recording star.
Based on the number of hits
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recorded by other people alone,
Lightfoot's batted a thousand.
He feels “it's definitely helped”
him that *If You Could Read My
Mind" was covered by more than
100 performers and that people
such as Elvia (*Early Morning
Rain®) and Barbra Streisand
recorded many of the songs he
sings on the four-CD box set,

Pristine beauty

Many of the tracks reveal his
love of nature. Lightfoot’s canoe
tripa account for some of the
most prolific times in his song-
writing carcer. Six-hun, mile
paddling trips through The
Rockies gave him plenty to draw
on, St

From the country sounding
“Remember Me (I'm the One)® of
1962 to the 1988 title song from
“A Painter Passing Through,”
Lightfoot appeals to the overy-
one from baby boomers to the
younger generation, sure to
learn a lot about tho values and
beauty once held in esteem,

Lightfoot credits Rhino
Records exccutive Thane Tierney
with making the retrospective

project, including the release of
previously unpublished tracks,
run as smooth as it did.

“The '62 cuts were done with a
studio orchestra in Nashville.
We'd come down from Toronto to
Nashville. Chot Atkina lined up
the musicians,” said Lightfoot.
“My favorites in terms of rari-
ties, there’s 18 of them, are the
ones I dug up in Toronto studios
and a storage company. Of those,
‘Warner’s Bros. only found four.”

Family man

At 60, Lightfoot scoms in no
hurry to burn up the charts. As
long “as his heaith holds up,”

- he'll continue to write and record

songs for the 40 to 60 shows he
performs a year, His focus, is on
family now, But he does have
some advice for up and coming
songwriters,

“Parsistence, keep on writing.
I wrote 50 songs before 1 wrote
one that meant something. Then
songwriters Bob Gibson came
along and Bob Dylan and made
me write better songs with deep-
er feeling.”
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at the Southfield Westin Hotal
with Sunday afternoon’s head.
liner concert at the Music Hall
in Detroit.

Parhaps the best evidence
that the “Detroit Tap Featival®
is catching on is the dramatic
-increaso of participants, Last
yoar, 35 dance achools enrolled
in tho master classes in ballet,
tap and jazz. This year, more
than 100 schools from through-
out the state will participate,

“Our objective is to bring more
rhythm tap te our community,”
said Smith, a dance inatructor
and co-founder of Artistry In
Motion of Southfield.

To spread the word about tap,
Smith hos created a way to
explore contemporary trends
through master classes while
honoring the tradition of the art
form in a *legends of dance” con-
ce: on the last day of the festi.
val.
Bringing in Glover is an ideal
way to bridge the past and pre-
sent,

“Because of the masa popular-
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& ‘Our objective is to
bring more rhythm tap
to our community.’
Guwendolyn Smith
Dance instructor and
co:founder of Artistry In
Motion of Southfield

ity of 'Bring In Da’ Noise' and
hia other work on Broadway
("Black and Blue,” “Jolly’s Last

. Jam"), a lot of people are famil-

inr with Savion, but many peo-
ple don't know about his teach-
ers,” said Smith. Glover made
his Broadway debut at age 12 in
“The Tap Dance Kid.”

In many ways, tho tradition of
tap runs through to Glover from
Hines to legondary hoofers
Cholly Atkins, Honry Letang
and Jimmy Slyde who will all
share the stage in Sunday’s con-
cert.




