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Delightful picture books
cater to preschool crowd

Question:
What makes
Michigan an
ideal sotting for
children'a litera-
turo?

Answer:
Beaches,
islands, forests,
farmland, rail-
roads, legends,
and a very colar-

ful history.

But it’s the talented and inno-
vative people — members of tho
very active and dedicated Michi-
gan Chapter of the Naticnal Soci-
oty of Children’s Baok Writers
and Illustrators ~- whom we

- must credit for their imaginative

use of our state’s special
resources to capture the essonce
and interests of childhood.

This week’s “Book Break" will
focus on six delightful picture
books for the preschool crowd.
Recommendations for middle-
schoolers will be in my next col-
umn. All are either written or
illustrated by Michigan resi-
denta, .

In “Good Knight" (Henry Holt,
1998, $19.95) Linda R, Rymill of
Rochester humorously depicts
the bed-time battla waged night-
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ly between mothers and their
young “knights.” After all, real
boya don't go to sleep when there
are fires to extinguish, cats to
rescue, and castles to protect.
“You can't make mel” is our
doughty hero's battle ery. Butin
the end, he gives up his arma for
his mother’s loving embrace.
Ilustrator G. Brian Karas
expertly renders the focus and
defiance of four-year-olds in a
book that will make adults, aa
well as children, amile in recogni-
tion,

“Sand Castles” (Greenwillow
Books, 1998, $16) is a story of
cooperation and friendship, writ-
ten by Brenda Shnnnon Yee of

Hills.,
a castle AlM ujnlned Sy -several
children on the beach. Each
offers to help by building a moat,
a path, a wall, and & rond. The

Bamyard banter: Do ani-
mals sound “funny” when
they catch a cold? Rhon-

a Gowler Greene of West -
Bloomfield insists that
they do in “Barnyard
Song.”

text is cumulative, giving pre-
readers the chance to chime in on
tho rofrain that grows each time
a pew activity is added. Picturcs
by Thea Kiros are charmingly
realistic and invite long, lingor-
ing looks at the diversity of
youthful faces.

Do animals sound *funny”
when they catch a cold? Rhonda
Gowler Greene of West Bloom-
field insists that they do in
“Barnyard Song” (Atheneum
Books, 1997, $18). The idea and
execution is pure whimsy and
sure to make a eick giggle.
A rollicking text reflects the
forceful rhythms of a square
dance: “Farmer called the doctor
and the nurse camo too, and the
three did agree it was the barn-
yard flu” Comical illustrationa
by Robert Bender add to the fun
:go "E‘ very innovative children’s

‘In *I'm Teking a Trip uf:'My

Traih” (Greenwillow Books,
1989, $16), Shirley Neitzel, o res-
ident of Grand Rapids, invites
youngsters to “read” her book

BOOK HAPPENINGS

‘with the help of pictures substi-

tuted for train-related words,
Togefher with illustrator Nancy
Winglow Parker, Naeitzel
ints her young i

with words like “caboose,” "loco-
motive,” “gondola,” and “trestle,”
recreating tho adventure that a
train ride still provides. Plenty of
dotail in each picture koops
young minds and eyes occupied.

In “The Hungry Black Bag"
{Houghton Mifflin, 1899, $16),
Ann Tompert demonstrates

in action. It's market day,
when all the animals soll their
mel o at the town square,
Ole Goat of Grede Mountain
brings a big black bag. But he
doean't want to buy; he just
wanta to grab. *I have moun-
taine of atuff. But that's not
enough. [ want more, more,
morel” he bellows as he steals
from Owl, Fox, Porcupine, and
Rabbit. Jocqueline Chavast’s
brilliant water-color pictures add
vitality and humor to Tompert's
fable, where justice prevails in
the end,

For the school-age child, there
is *The Legend of Mackinac
Island” (Sleeping Bear Press,
1899, $17.95). It is written and
ilustrated by the same dynamic
duo that created the highly suc-
cessful “Legend of Sleeping Bear™
{1987): Gijabert van Franken-
huyzen of Bath, Mich., and
Kathy-jo Wargin. In swirling
foring vibrant with sensuous col-
ors and a superb lyrical text,
artiat and author draw, once
again, on Indien folklore for a
creation story. This time young
readers will learn the pootic
explanation for the origin of
Mackinac Island, *the place of
the great turtle’s back.

‘All books are available at
Halfway-Down-the-Staira Chil.
dren’s Book Shop at 114 E. 4th
Street in Rochester.

Exther Littmann is o resident
of Bloamfeld Township and a
tutor in Englith*and German.
You can leave ker a message from
@ touch-tone phone at (734) 963-
2047, mailbox number 1893, Her
fax number is (248) 644-1314.

Book H. i vark

Hilts. (248) 652-0558.

ous events at suburban book-
stores, librarles and literary
gatherings. Send news leads to
Keely Wygonik, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
36251 Schoolcratt, Livonia,
Mich., 48150, or fax them to
(734) 591-7279 or e-mail to

Wi ﬁonlk@oe.hamecomm. net
SIGNINGS

Farmington Observer reporter and
Livonla resident Tim Smith will
sign coples of his new book,
“Miracle Birth Storles of Very
Premature Babies ~ Little Thumbs
Upt” at the following locatlons:
W 2-4 p.m. Sunday, June 20,
Barnes and Nobla Booksellers,
Haggerty and Six Mlle roads in

- Northvlite Township.
B 7 p.m, Tuesday, June 22,
Author Jim Craig slgns “Strenger
Around the Corner,” Rochester
Borders, 1122 Rochester Road,

WEEKENDS

M 24 p.m. Seturday, July 3, Little
Frofessor on the Park, Maln
Street [n Plymouth.

PLYMOUTH DISTRICT LIBRARY
Linda Grekin, a librarian at Hillel
Day School In Farmington Hills,
wlil read from her book and telk

« event. Students in middie schoo!
or high schoal ¢an beat the hest
by Jolning the Young Adult
Summer Reading Club at the

llbrary, 300 W. Merrill,
Blmingham. (248) 647-1700.

BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP LIBRARY

about the research and
she did for *i'll Never Get Lost
Agaln: The Complete Gulda to
Improving Your Sense of
Direction,” 7:30 p.m, Tuesday,
June 22, at the library, 223 S,
Maln St., Plymouth. Call (734)
4530750

BALOWIN LIBRARY {BIRMINGHAM)
‘Summer Down Under" Is a read-
Ing event for children preschool
through elghth grade thet intro-
ducas the culture and history of
Australla, The event runs from
June 21 to Aug. 6; on June 21
Baldwin will hold an open house
from 2 to 5 p.m. to kick off the

Renee 8! will talk
about her first novel, “Moming
Drive to Midnight™ and the Joys
and challenges of salf-pudlishing
Sunday, June 27, 3to 5 p.m. at
the library, Lone Pine and
Telegraph roads.The event will
include & book s(gning and recep-
tlon. *“Moming® Is the story of
Adrienne Danlels, who is deter-
mined to become a major player
in the radlo broadcast industry.
‘When a sudden opportunity aris-
es, she puts evirything on the
ling to tum around a faillng radio
station and make it No, 1 in
Chicago.

West Bloomfield resident
full of hot air and ready to fly

BY MARY QUINLEY
SPEICIAL WRITKR

As a youngster, Marty Gauthi-
er yearned for his chance to
experience the thrill of piloting n
hot air balloon, a task that sev-
cral of his siblinge had mas-

tered.

*In the 1880s, nfter a day of
flying with my family, my broth-
ers would drop me off with their
empty propane tanks,” said
Gauthier of Weat Bloomficld, *I
wonld fill 30 to 40 tanks in my
parent’s backyard,”

On Gauthicr's 16th birthday,
he completed his first solo bal-
loon trip, His four brothers,
Gillly' Jocy, Ted, and Dan also are
pllata,

Next weekend, Gauthior plans
to compete in the Michigan
Challenge Balloonfest with “Ful-
fillment,” his rainbow-tinted bal-

loon.
“I'll bo in the hunt trying to

win,” says Gauthier, “Several of
my brothera also will bo compet-
ing. Ihuvenegvodnchaneeu

anybody.”

Thn Howell-basod festival,
dubbed the atate chumpionahip
of hot-air ballooning, will hoat o
competition for more than 60
ballconists, If you go, be sure to
check out Pepe the Panguin,
Mra, Butterworth, and Mr. Bid-
dle, as thoy are inflated on the
launch field and take flight.

! / Mlchlm Challenge
Balloonfest

|

Wlun‘ 211 p.m. Friday, June
26, 6 a.m, to 11 p.m. Satur-
dey-Sundey, June 26-27.

: Howell High School,
1240 W, Grand River, Howall
Cost: Parking passes, $8
daily, $12 weekend (Includes
admisslon for everyane In car
and three chances to win a
hot- air balloon ride for two);

Serena's Song, a brilliant-b)
balloon with a wheclchair acces-
sible symbol, is availabla for
children and adults who use
wheelchairs,

In addition to balloon-watch-

d passes
avaitable at any National Clty
Bank in Livingston County
until June 23

Handicap balloon rides: Frae
tethered rides 68 p.m. Friday,

ing, the festival foaturcs a weck- | June 25, and 68 a. m. and 68
end of family-friendly b.m. y-Sunday, June
You'll be troated to sky-diving | 2827,

shows, atunt-kite performances,
an antique and custom car show,
kid’a games, a carnival, endless
entertainment and food booths,

Information: Cail the Howall
Aren Chamber of Commerce at
vsS!.;I) 546-3920 or vislt

WW, mlchlznm:hullengn com,




