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‘Average Joe bandlt linked to Hills case

BY HEATHER NEED!

STAYY WRITER

A man known o authorities ns
tho “Avorage Joe” bandit was
captured by the FBI this week in
Huntington Wooda and faced a
U.S. District Court Judge in
Detroit for his alleged involve-
mont in several area bank rob-
beries, including a May 27 rob-
bery in Farmington Hilla.

Supervisory Specianl Agent
Kovin Kendrick, with the FBI
office in Troy,.said Mark Joseph
Gordon, 31, is thought to be
reaponaible for 11 robberies
between April 22 and June 14
throughout Oakland and
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The robber was known for
g a fishing cap and sun-

the same day as the Fnrmlngtmi
Hills robbery. There appeared to
be no particular pattern.

*(The robber seemed to choose)
whatover was close and whatev-
or was handy,* Knndrick said.

Qordon was under surveil-
lance by the FBI, the Troy Police
Department and the Oakland
County Crime Suppresaion
Team for soveral days before
being apprehended at the Dunes
Hotel, where he had been stay-
ing, in Royal Oak June 14.
Kendrick eaid he was arrested
without incident.

charges from paée Al

glasses during the hold-ups and
for his polite demeanor. During
the Farmington Hilla robbery of
tho Orchard Lako and 12 Mile
Comerica, he reportedly wrote a
note on a deposit slip demanding
money without producing a
woapon or making threatening
gestures. This was the snme
mothod he uned for other rob-

Kendrick.

“He'll probably bo indicted
within the next 30 days,” ho
said, though Gordon and his
attornoy will decide whether ho
will plead guilty — and be sen-
tenced ~ or plead not guilty and
faco a trial.

Kendrick said the key to
apprehending Gordon was team-
work,

"This was I think a tremen-

beries,

Gordon appeared before a U.S.
District Court judge in Detroit
June 15. He could face up to 20
yeara in prison for each of the 11
counts if convicted, according to

dous d f & cooper-
ative ondeavor,” he said. *All
(law enforcement agéncies) did a
tremendous job. We could not
have done it alone.”

It's just a shameless act.”

Studenta told police the teen had shown
the tapes to others at the school, including o

relative of the vietim,

On Friday, authoritiea seized 70 video-
tapes along with aeveral computer compo-
nents from the family’s Hills home and

Ottawa County cottage.

Investigators are viowing video cassettes
in an attempt to find tho questionable
recordings. As of Tuesday, nothing had been

found.

.

“To look at 70 tapes that are hours long
takes a considerable amount of time,” Assis-
tant Police Chief Chuck Nebus sald.

A police expert is expected to review com-
puter componenta seized.

The teen was oware he's been the focus of
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by West Bl
Hills police. As a result, police don't nxpcct
the actual video tapes or spy camera to turn

“He had ample opportunity to hide every-
thing or dispose of it,” Nebus said.

Anyone with information about the case or
whereabouts of video tapes or camera are
asked to phono Farmington Hille' police (1-
248-473-9695) or West Bloomfield police (1-
248-682-8200).

Some students who saw the tapes have
been cooperative with police, Dwyer said.
The teen lives in a northwest portion of
Farmington Hills, which is part of Walled

Lake school district.,

*“We applaud the students for reporting
this act,” Dwyer said.

Arson suspected in small fire

" A firo at Gateway Apartments
in Farmington Hills on Monday
is bolieved to have been deliber-
ately set.

Someone set a small firo with
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clothing and papers, which dam-
aged a storage door. Tho fire was
doused with cups of water.

Police found footprints leading
to a nearby apartment complex.
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One over: Cara b

more
the school year progressed, teachers s say.

cara from page Al

engaged in group discussion.
She became one of the young
leaders of the afternocon
kindergarten clasa.

*She's mado a lot of progress
in all arens,” Frederick said.
"She’s socially more outgoing
... and academically, she's
made great progress. In fact,
she's one of the better readers
of the class.”

Cara said she loves reading
books about animals, naming
“Under tho Sea"™ as her
favorite.

But her ki

lotting fourth graders and
kindergartners team up during
the year. “It's an important
thing, and the fourth graders
really take on that rolesmodol - |-
position.”

The girl's leadership quali- |-
tics were noticed by Amy, too.” e

“If someonc's being moany -
she trios to right it," Lazare
aaid. “She's still & pure little
girl and very observant nf'
everything around her.”

With kindergarten over,
::mmer activities lie ahead for= |

ence wasn't just hwmnly nch
She gained a bast friend in
pony-tailed classmate Abby
Zych as well as an alder men-
tor in fourth-grade “buddy™
Caroline Jansen,

Frederick said she values

‘hildren of Amy and Mark
Lazare. Cara and her 4-year-
old brother, Jarett, will get to
spend more time togethef,.
except for when Cara attendsa”
summer camp at the Jowish
Community Center in Weat
Bloomfield.
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LAWRENCE E. BLASE M.D., F.A.C.P.
Boand Certified in Internal Medicinel Geriatric Medici
AN OPEN HOUSE AT NEW LOCATION:

30335 Thirteen Mile Road, Suite 100
Farmington Hills, Michigan 48334 .
(248) 626-6500

Saturday. June 26, 1999
10: 30 am. - 12:30 p.m.

Br. Blase [s an internist with a strong
Interest In management of c(r’lolcsluol

h P “and diab
mellitus, He also has a special Interest
np and sports

Dr. Blase will be avallable to discuss
“Tips to Healthler Living™

«~ Smoking Cessatlon

~ Welght Loss Therapy

~ New-Herbal Preparations
(Refresbments Served)

Dr. Blase Is afflilated with Beaumont,
Providence and Huron Valley Sinal
Hospltals.
 Evening Appoimtments Asailable o Mast Major Insurance Plans Accepted

® New Patienis Aluayr Welcome o Office Hours by Appointment -
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Traditional Christian Sources.
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A OURTYARD MANOR

We offer Assisted Living through a carefully
structured and  comprehensive  program.
} Personalized care and soclal activities designed
I to stimulate bodf and mind. By focusing our
H efforts in small groups in our resldgnual
I l setting, we are able to accomodaté Actlve/Alert,
Memory Impaired, Fratl/Recovering, and
Alzhelmers residents. We welcome Respite.
* State Licensed . Slnglc Story Bulldings /
» Nurse On Site faclous Apartment Style Suites',
. C)r\\’I S:lc Phy§lclnn anncd Actlvmcs \
sits

. w:mdcr Secured/Barrier Free
+ Incontinency Management
Please call today to set up a time for an
informative tour and visit with our
friendly staff.
Visit any of our convenient locations:

COURTYARD MANOR COURTYARD MANOR COURTYARD MANOR
Auburn Hills ~ Farmington Hills Livonia
3033N. Squiml Road 29730 anlnglon Rd. 32406 W. Seven Mile Road!
1-800-736-9199 1-800-998-0787 1-800-736-2323
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13400 Nineteen Mife
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