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every blessing,;the winninj
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love, ot peace) joy, laugh
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And would it pot surprise you to
flearn that our very word “marry.”
.and that cur most Impassioned of the
: of Terpsichore—the waltz—
-are traditionally enmesbed in the can-
ny teadrils of the pearly-berrled mis:

tetde? i

The mistletoe fs a freak plant. 2

rparasite or excrescence.

‘Bryonic perfod it i3 said to”defy the
‘faws of gravitation by pushing its
‘radicles in the opposite direction to

‘the generality of plants.

sberries but its leaves grow la clusters
«af threp united on one stock, henco
fts sacred place fn rellgious rites as
a symbol of the Holy Trinlty.

1t wzs belfeved by the Druids end
other anclent sects In porthern and
western Eurcpe that any
which the mistletoe atlaches itself is
eelected by God himself for special
favor, and that all that grows om it is

sent direct from heaven.

Toatrary to the general bellef, It is
“found more rarely ‘on the oak tree
~than on the apple, osh, elm, poplar,
-witlow and hawthorn, and it is due to
-thig scarcity that It was vested with
.exceptional reverence when dlscbvered
clinging to the sacred tree of tbe

‘Druids—a name derived

“Greek word drus, ur druce, meaning

wan oak.

Says Pliny: "When It (mistietoe
growing, upen an aak). is discovered it
1s treated with’great ceremony. They
<alled It by a namo (guthil, or guthey!
—good beal), which in thefr language
slgnifies the curer of ail {lls.” After
they have well and dply. prepared
thefr festival cheer under the tree,
they bring bhither a milk-while cow
and g bullock, hitherto unyoked; then
the priests in white vesture climb nto
the tree and prune off the sacred herb
with a gold hook, Mt or slckle, the
@ranches falling beneatir'into a white
eagum sheet, They must never touch

etie Fround, Thé commdk people re-
mala at a distance, furmed In a circle,
while the pricsts aphroach with trem-
bljng awe the bloody victims, which
were carried sroond the omen fire.
Atter this the auimats'are elaughtéred
ag & sacrifice—doubtléss td the god-
dess of fecundity, for the mistletoe Is

a symbol of the prolific,

fn the myths of all nations we find
a “holy tree” a “world tree.”
the Drulds, as well as among other
creeds, thia tree was the oak; and it
4t o very Interesting thing to know
thbat ‘our word :church—{rom kirk—
finds its root in ‘quervus, the -gemeric
pame for the.osk. This tree was
cherished as the mother and nurse ot
man, and. wes ‘supposed to be the
dwelling placo af the foad-dispensing
. The - ominous, : rustling of .the
Leaves .ond -the mysterious notes of
‘the feathered” songaters signalizg
prosence- of the divinity to the awe-
. etruck -votarles who . consulted .the’ fn-

d«eliiog “oracle, burnlng

#ames in  bomage. The " Dodonean
cak and fts ‘oracle. are celebrated’ fn
epic, myth and story, its mystie ritual
Geing zealovsly perpetuated by the
Wrutds.- They danced circular dances
%n consecrated groved, and the rem-
‘nants of an:ald chant still preserved
by the Celts-~Hey Derry Down Dey,
=4n a-circle the oak moves around”—
weveals the archiyps of our modern
waltz.

Another’ reminde? that “the p'oven 5

AN
PIDS  CATHEAING PEITLLEIOE
{D you ever, as you
officlated as
priest or priestess

the arches and vaulted roofs ot Gothlc
church architecture, revered tokens of
the bending arches of intertwined
The Yuletide custom of deck-
ing our churches and our homes with
boughs, wreatls and garlands finds its
antecedence n heathen sanctuaries.
The spirit of Christmas s most
magnanimously manifested In York,
Engiand, where they carry mistletos
boughs to the high altar of the cathe- | “Hang up Love's mistieoe over the
proclzim “a pubdllc and uni earth,
versat lberty, pardon and freedom to | AR let us kiss under it/all the year
of inferfor and wicked peo- round.”
ey suspend it under the chan- —_—
and bear It to the city gates, | pISTRIBUTING CHRISTMAS GIFTS.
he four quarters of heaven.
varied nomenclature of the | Last year we bougbt B
1istletoe,” according to the na- | clothes basket, draped jt witb white
fes concerned, do we discover | cheeso cloth, and trimmed .
kical virtves with which the | holly, and then filled ‘it with our
lant 1s invested. Dr. Jotinson | Christmas packages for fhe family.
word is derived from mistion, Wo swent into the roo|
f being mingled, tod or t0¢| time and deposited our glts, and when
n German it la mistel, mixed. | tho pile was completed, 4pread a large
5on fan-(Danish tiene, Dulch | speet of holly crepe papar on top.
sprig. In  Armorlean. | \yq gat around the [dining room
nnd Irish it 18 all yach, of 18| tapje with the basket Jp tho center;
and the youngest membgpof the fam-
omuia sanacs, & term ot slml-| o 400k ‘the gifts from|'the bagkel.
Only one package was presented at B
ey g0 about kaocklng on time and the reciplent ppened it.and
her's doors, shouting “Gut hyl.” all saw and sdmired it before passing
oosm for {he Druld name. In
¥ it is. tho berb do la Crolx,
eals fevers and gives strength
for wrestling. At the time of George
1. it wds called Hgnum sancta crucis—
wood bf the iholy cross—so highly
mediclnal properties es-

rites  of
did you ever waa-
der what traditlon,
myth or
tlon had conferred
upon you such de
lectable privilege?

pid - you
stop, in your ar
dent ceremonial, te
«consider that you were perpetuatiog
-ane of the most hallowed and exaited
ot religious ordinances handed down
through the ages fn rendering such
tender homage to thls “orphan plant

ent for all heal; and Pliny

per Germany oo Christmas

1o drive out evil spirits.

les,
Cymric, Celtic, Gaelle, Teutonlc | Everybody's

the heart of the divinity.
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guddess and—
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keeper.
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- muﬁ of the summer long fown; .
Life has one purpese uderrings . ' ¢ ¢ )

: Heart of' the World, beat; gayly—

.This !s the season when: daliy
..Joy. is,renewed in’ the earth. s
(shecked are the looms.andthe spindles:

Laughter of children that kindles

" Heurt of the World, beat kindly—
‘Mexi, tho' they seem to grope blindly,
Learn from the ages this lessén—

“ héy” Wi thyTabor bless thee and u:yné(.
*+ And life be as deep as'the sea

This is the senson of ‘hope; .
Bonlshed the doubts that have

wrongly, et - y

Clouded Wfe's general,scope.. . |,
Under thie snow gerios are.stirrin;

Scandinavians have it conserrated o

s vietm ot the nveteralp hatred ‘of

demon fs bent on the deptruttion of

tions by throwing missiles of ail de-

other, Frey-
ja. In desperation Lokl fisgulsed as
an old woman; ls admitted
celestial abode of Freyla.
cently betrays the fact that all things
had taken an onth to prytect Baldur
excepting the mistletoe, yhich, belng
e to harm.
1n secret foy the demon Hastens back
to Baldur, on the way fdstlonlng an
arrow of mistletoe, which soon plerces
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SOME CRUEL
Double penalty. T|

Who Dared
the|Wires.

o3 ades—the peace-
were Go's st tempiea” to found | 375, 8 VP L Savtonr 1a
restored to life, and on pis resurrec
tlon he consecrates the |mistletoe 10
Freyfa—all of which ensfirouds divine
truths In image and sympol.

Astrologically Venus governs the
mistletoe, as well as the|lips, and atl

Rotoura has bepn- laughilng over the
wording of a ngtice that has been
placed by the public works department
on some of the electrlc wire posts on
the read to Okerd, in New Zealand. Haie R
Some time ago|a Maori youth, Who | decay
“misgufded taste for | mou
experimenting, tirew a long plece ot
cable over the elpetrie wires that run
to Rotoura from [the power SUAUOR 8L |y o ycky when he bas Succeeded |

where we have falled. !

let us ever propitiate the benignant

the Ogere Falls.
The town was|at once plunged in
darkness for twol or three hours until
(he mischicf haq been located.

The dusky and/youthful experlment- | o 5. "2 cmach, Jiver and

i the court and fined | consvipation.

for his sclentific|entbusiasm, and the
department put up this notfee:

SURE NOT.

We had orlginal verses and Bpt quo-

tatlons written' on-mady of the bun-

dles which the distribufor read aloud

and all enjoyed the ‘(unf—ﬂouse-
{

One Kind of Erptiness.

& about the meck 1t renders| Two bunters had_“béhten” the trall
powerless. It is used in|salong the marshes or Uong Island for
It s | threo days with zn upusually small
biet agalnst polsons, and the ip- | beg resulting. The topd supply had
bts of Elgln and Moray keep it | run out much ahead af

Throughout Britasnla 1t time
place ‘assigued to #In every tion”
. and h young man was deem- | stages of the bunt-
have the right to kiss any lassie After following the doast vainly for
beneath the cherished braoch, | three hours, looking {dr some sign of
mg off & berry with each kiss. habitation, tbey spied gn empty house
haid were not kissed under the |on the beach.
too §t was & sign that sho would | “Go o aud look It gver, B sald
arry during the ensuing year, a | one.
on etill prevalling. Even Mr.| He did so, returning io a moment
ick gvailed himself of the pleas. | empty-handed.
Ivilege despite hls oftquoted .| “Anything in ther ”
To dream of pre- i{ !

wealth, and In the languege of

far worse, the “Jiquid ammun!-
had been In the early’

The Pessimis{—Fame is a bubble.
The Optimist--But it 1s0’t the hard-
est blower that!sttalns it

IT IS CRIMI

“Nope,” replled bis| running ;mate,
s it _signifies: 1 surmount ail | with o profound’ slgj—"nothing but
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Thig i the season of love; g1 s
Foilow the dictates thereof.

Love i8.the treasury's; key—

n for Question.

‘When 1

eutar Womis: )
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THE STANDARD OF QUALITY
FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Thi Workmanship {fich hasmade W. L.

Douglas shoes famodthe world| over i

«maintained in every-pafr. [

U
34,00 SHOES
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actories

y
at Brockton, Mass,, gizd show you how
cfullyW.L. Dot oes are made, you
would then realize why | warrant them
. to hold their shape, fit and look better and
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‘Siuokelers  Odorless
“The Pefiuion Smokeless G Hesar warms o2 oy

‘W. L. DOUGLAS,
1455gark 5t Brockton, Hass.

e oil used.

lamps and lanterns, or write for
illuitrated bookleti direct o

'YOU DON'T GOOK WITH THE HAME

IWe like the cook's test best, but the g
reliability, flavor and purity that goes wit

HENKEL’S FLOUR

means a lot| to any housewife.

1'9 DREAD FLOUR. HEVEEL'S COMMERCIAL and MENEEL'S
FLOUR ave yeara of good reputatlon back of them.
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