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Klds: Kid’s Day in the
Park is always a favorite
for families during the
Founders Festival./

A9

Good Job: It was a smart
move by the Farmington
City Council to buy the
Civic Theatre and to
ensure that it remains a
movie house and an
anchor for
downtown./R14

How do you spell rellef?

.| Some local pain sufferers
are finding reliefin a
therapy program called
Healing Touch, which
deals‘with energy forces
surrounding the body.
Find out more about the
clinic at Mercy Center.
/B1

What’s up? Farmington

role at
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Comfort to play

Civic

n City Council ratified a purchase
r the Civic Theatre as well as a con-

tract fora

faroily ownership,

based M KA. Inc.

Farmington
Civie Theatre'sf
new regime plans
to give customers
the same kind of
entertainment
that's been served
up since 1940 under the Hohler

Second-run, family movies will
still be ut the core of theater pro-
gramming. But patrons should
expect to see comfort-enhancing
changes ofter Sept. 1 when Greg
Hohler turns ownership over to
the city of Farmington. The the-
ater will be managed by Wixom-

For starters, the box office will
be relocated to the west side of the
lobby. That will allow an expand-
ed concessions counter and make
more room for people to wait in
line. The theater will remain open
while renovations are being made,

t C y whose owner
plans to make some comfort changes in the the-
ater and to continue with second-run movies.

& ¥ie now look also will
include ushers, weekend
matinees and a rebulit
stage for live acts such
as Soupy Sales and Gal-
lagher 1.

except a four-day period in the
fall. One scroen will be shut down
ot a time while renovations are
under way.

“Forty years ago, things were
done in reverse,” said M.K.A.
President Bill Clark, during Tues-
day‘s Farmington City Council
meeting. “Oxne of the targeted
arcas would be to enlarge the con-
cessions o service twice the num-
ber now being served there.”

The new look also will include
ushers, weekend matinees and a

Please see CIVIC, AlZ

Big top brings
area couple home

! £ Bumsting In alr: Families relax and take in the Furmington Founders
and Farmington Hills Festivg ﬁr.wm‘.-.s duvp!cy at Foundas Park Sunday night. BY LARRY O'CONNOR B 'Show ti 4:30
olice and fire news./C7 AT WRITER o
P 3 blel . joconnor@oe.bomecomm.set and 7:30 p.m. today at
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the Kelly Miller Cireus i
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home - if only for awhile.
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47th dis’trict trio keeps order in

BY LAREY O°CONNOR
STAP? WRITER
loconnor@oebomecomm.net

ourt officers are the verbal equiv-

‘alent to o tack on a chair: They

utter “rise” and behinds automat-
ically ahoot up to the heavens.

In court, those who wear white shirts
make sure no one it dissing his or her
honor. They make sure court runs, if
1ot on time, then at least orderly.

Officers direct visitors at Farmington
47th District Court to take off baseball
caps, 8pit out chewing gum and put
away s
“I‘d rather tell Lhcm ﬁrst He (J udge
Fred Harris) geta rather nasty.” said
Court Officer Bob
Mitchell as an aside.

The former U.S.
Marine works in Har-
ris' courtroom. Harris
ie also 2 former Marine,

Mitchell is joined by Roy Hazen and
Jerry McKenzie at the flanks of 47th
District Court judges and magistrates.
All three are retired police officers.

At court, they use their 76-plus years
of law enforcement experience. Also,
the court setting allows them to rekin-
dle police station camaraderie without
the accompan, stress.

Hazen, who works for Judge Marla
Parker, spent 25 years as a Detroit
police officer. His father was also a
police officer.

Haren retired at 46 but yearned w
work again. Five years ago, he
a court officer.

*(1 like) being around the syucm,
Hazen said. “It's been my life.”

Mitchell started in 1989 working for.

Judge Harris after retiring from the
Farmington Public Salety Department
for modical reascns.
McKenzie retired es a Farmington

the court

StT Puoto Br Bud Ranera

In tho house: Jerry McKcnzie, court officer for 47th District Court,
hands a case file to magistrate James Brady.

ATTH DISTRICT COURT
199728 BUOOET
Tady L. 1597 e 0, 1938
fizveswo - §2.73 iticd
 Tickets, fines, fo2s - $2.25 mitlion
* Probation fix3 - $.30 millicy
: “» Civil cone $aes ~ 5.20 mitlion
o Miscelnnaoys - $.07 mhilon

Expenditures - $2.21 willion
* Sepries - $1.18 miliion
 Donefits - $.47 million

. ® Genern! eperations - $.39 milion

Exoass Rovenns

B The city councits of Farmington znd Form.
ington Hills ere oliocating $200,000 annu-
ally towards 8 now cout Taciiity, The fund
totaled $400,000 & the ond o7 the 1987

89 u.’;)vl yoor. "
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Hills police detective two years age.

At the urging of Hazen, McKenzie
became a court officer. It's a job he's
been “blessed” to have, McKenzie said.

All three keep things in line.

During a highly publicized road rage

DISTRICT COURT

a judge’s ruling. He had to use Mace.

“The best way to keep things orderly
is to intimidate the 6--- out of every-
body,” Mitchell zaid. “You've got to
show them who the hell is boss or they
will waik all over you.

*You've got to show them whose
house it is and who is running it.”

In the court’s narrow hallway, things
can get heiry, too. Mitchel) remens-
bered a double homicide where victim
and defendant families shared the
same elbow space.

*1 sat between them in the gallery.
We kept a lid on it,” Mitchell said.

Most district court cases involve civil
infractivns, misdemeanors and trafTe
violations. Court officers often diffuse
any putentiu) problems with words of
wisdom.

“Most of the time, you have to
remember we desl with traffic cases
and civil infractions,” Hazen said.
“They're upset and their pocket boek is
hurt. I just say, ‘Hey, calm down.' It's
not worth getting upset.”

McKenzie works with the court’s vis-
iting judge and three magistrates, who
hear traffic cases and small claims
cases. He gives them a little "preemp.
tive” lpeech outlining the do’s and
don'ts in court.

case, Haren barked at a daily P!
per phutogrnphcr who went outside the

jury box and began taking photos of the
defendant. The photographer Jater
apologized.

“I feel if anyone's rights arc being
violated by the news media, 1 bring it
to their attention.” Hazern said.

Mitchell once had to wrestle with a
300-pound man who didn't agree with

He also r

int.

“If it's a speeding ticket, luy on the
subject of the speeding ticket,”
zie said. “People have a lcndency to
babble. Thc) always want to get in the !
{ast word,

Anuther bit of McKensie's sage!
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