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On with the show...
City is right to buy ‘the Civic

he Farmington City Council's purchase of
the fumed Civic Theatre from longtime
owner Greg Hohler is smart for the

and the ity.

The council's ratification of a $318,600 pur-
chase agreement and approval of a contract
with Wixom-based M.K A, Inc, to manage the
huilding and the business will go a long way in
ensuring that the theater remain an integral
part of downtown.

And go it must. Too often we have scen
aider, independently owned theaters - the
kind that make you fee! like the movie is per-
sonally showing for you - turned into other
types of busincsscs, including adult mevio
houses and peep shows. Or they are simply
torn down,

A thenter like the Civic gives downtown

Heartfsﬁ' The Civic Theatre has
always played a key role in the
I‘armmfton community and

particularly the downtown. While
movies has been the theater's steady

Farmingten a tradition and a sentimentalism fare, other important happenings have

that many other wmmunltiu don t have, occurred there, suzh aa this weading.
Other bed: le with-

out n downtown or devise wauld be down- made, but it remains up to

towns out of n corner of the community, Farm- | the city ndministration and gk: g;!:mr

ington's heart is well-known, apgrecinted nnd | city council to servo as a

healthy becanse of efforts to rasintain what tehdog on both M.K.A, Clvic gives

has mado the area succeesful, and the Civic, dowintown
City Manager Frank Lauhoff has long been As multi-screen theaters  Fasmington

concerned ebout the Civics future 08 0 thenwr have popped up all over . a tradition

and as an anchor in d sur di iti and a sonth

the Civic es a family movie theawr will cantin- | the Civic hes continued to entall

ue to ensure tho downtown's health. provide mavie-goers with m sm
‘The theater has always brought patrons - first-closs entertainment ot Gt many

many from othor communitizs -~ downtown, bargain rates. And you still other com-

1¢'s & great way to showense what Parmington | have plenty of money left munitios

hus to offer, both as a communily andas a for popeorn — and maybe don't have.

retail centeor,

Porhaps the continuation of the Civicasa
family movie house and the city’s faith In the
theater businesa as a draw for downtown, will
instigate moro investment into the city’s con-
ter by other businesscs,

Axnd perhaps the decislon to keep the the-
ater npen will signal to other businesees the
need to stay open later to catch the movie
crowd,

Vo applaud Lauhoff and the city council’s
leadership nnd foredight. And we urge hoth to
stick to thefr guns nnd promise the Farming-
ton taxpayers that tho theater will remain in
businzss and that they will never bear the tax
burden aliould it fail,

While the movo to hire a com-

even a little mora for a cup
of coffee after tho show,

We encourage Lavhofl
and tha city council to
indeed follow through with plans for the Clvic
to offer weekend matinees, which were discon-
tinued by Hohler seven years ago. It would be
yet another tool to keep the theater in busi-
neas and to bring business downtown.

Thankse must go out to Greg thler and his

d the
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your ideas, that's why we offer this space for your
oplnlam We will help by editing for clarity. To assure authenticity we ask that you provide ¢
contact telephone number and if mailing or foxing a letter, please sign it. Letters can be mailed
to: Joanne Maliszewski, 33411 Omnd Rluer. Farmington, MI 48335, faxed to Joanne at (248}
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fled to
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Findings and observations

y wifa Annabelle urged me to attend a
Is council ting with
her Inst Monday evening and I did. The meet-
ing was called to order by the mayor, minutes
approved and the evening agenda commenced.
Agenda items moved along with dispatch
until we got to the snfcty helmet issue, Many
people spoke and some heated exchanges
oceurred over this fssue, In wrap up the mayor
said he heard good arguments on both sides
and the vote was entertained. I will soy that
most of the arguments were against the ordi-
nance mainly because of parental initintive,
However, the Farminston Hills police chief got
up and eaid quote “wo already have 80 percent
compliance with the use of holmets,”
An observation:
I deliver the Farmington Obsorver
per over nn aren of 11 atreets, School has been
out for several days, Young people are out-
bout, As I delivercd my papers lut

family who have owned and
Civie for the past 69 years, especially in tho
fnce of atifY tition from multl. the-
uters owned by Inrgo corporations,

The ceuncil’s decision to buy the Clvic is
one step in the right direction for maintaining
the building as a family thoater and for main-

pany makea sonse, there necds to be nssur-
ences that the city council atill has its hands
in what becomes of the Civic. Promises can bo

raining a traditional and recognizable anchor
for-downtown,

Reflect growth on court bench

tial changes in the Michigan court systom.

In 1868, through Public Act 286, tho state
watablished 101 dintriet courts to handle local
crimina! cases and smaller civil mattars,
Twenty of those districts, with 38 judges, are
In Wayne County outaide of Detroit. Oakland
County has 10 districts end 32 judgea.

Almost everything that alfects the legel

honat Minhi, has ch

Et’a been 30 yeors aince there were subatan-

syatom, which requires conaolidation in some
districts beforo others can be expanded. Parti-

. san politics haa rendered such redistribution

an unlikely, if not impossible, task,

The 36th Datrict Court — which handles
cases in fivo growing communitics, primarily
in weatern Wayne County ~ would bo a good
siarting point for adding a judgeship. 8o
would tha 47th District Cuun. which cavors
Farmi! and Farmi Hills.

ayatemn in n
in throe decades — except the courta them-
solven, Population has ahifted, traffic patterns
are difforent, as aro trends in educatfon,
employmont and technology. Even our viewa
an crimo and the way sacloty deals with it are
radically different than thoy wero in the
1080s, After all, who aver thought the state
would spond nenrly twice as much on prisona

- (the 1989 corrections department budgot is
* $1.44 billion) 0 education (8870 million)?

Recont changea in state law also play a role
in how many peoplo walk through the doors of
local courthouses each day, particulasly in

; heavils-populated suburbs, The Jmit on clvil

canca handled at tho district levol want from

: $10,000 to $26,000 sovoral years ngo. And

" more eriminal misdemeanorw are likoly to bo

haard locally now that the proporty

" theft/damago Jimit has been bumped from

'

$100 to §1,000,
Tho Observer urges tho state lagislaturs to

. move court mform to tha front burnor when it
in

. Stato
tivu nnd senators will have this chance when
the A Court submits ita

Casolonds in tho 36th District (Plymouth,
Northvillo and Canton townships; and the
cities of Plymouth and Northville) have
incrensod ateadily over tho last five years to
nearly 42,000 in 1098, Two judges proside
over criminal and civil matters for a geo-
graphic area that contnins 84 square miles
and nearly 140,600 poople. The 35th Diatrict
now handles 21,600 cases por judge, por yoar
- far in oxcess of the state of

Thursday through the Floral eubdivisi
from Orchard Lake across and includmg
Hawthorne (fivo streots), also Frick on the
northern side to Shiawnsseo on the south eide,
nnd further east includlng Cora Hayncn,
gbrook, Tuck, M ir and Aster -1
was ablo to check for mysolf how many
younger or older peopls were protected with
helmots between 9 a.m, and 1:30 p.m.

Findings:

T saw 16 young people on two-wheel bicy-
clea, one adult ~ 36 years, one child coasting
along on Rollerblades, one mid-teen with hel-
mot riding o motorized bike; out of the total
number of 17 only two girls probably 10-12
yoars wore wearing safety helmets while rid-
ing thelr bikes on this pleasant, partly sunny,
75—dcgrca day,

A the of the Farmingt.
Hilis polica chief’s complinnce statoment, I
wonder under what circumstances he meant
by tho 80 percent compliance with tho use of
safety helmets,

Bruce Gabel
Farmt

Thanks egain for your support, We look for-
ward to working with you for the 1889-2000
season which will be the 34th concert season
for the FCB,

Robert V., Whaley
Vice President
Publicity

Enforce more old laws

thought Phil Power's article “Culture dog

wagged by tail,” June 10, 1999, was right on
and to the point - i.e., how did the entertain.
ment industry people “get to have such colos-
enl influenca over tho culture which defines
the world in which I and my family live?”

Now wo come to the Detroit Free Press edi-
torial regarding the “Cussing Canoeiat,” June
12, 1999. This nrﬂcle feols sorry for the
cussing he was victed
under a 18th century Michigan law, and any-
way “adults are more likely to be offended by
what comes out of the moutha of children than
vico vorsa.”

Now folks, where doea that leava us, when
the Dotroit Frea Press and the American Civil
Liberties Union think that the law regarding
using vile languago in front of children should
be thrown out? Bome say it's up to the fami-
lies, roligious organizations and schools to
straighten things out.

1 sny, these groups have been trying, and
it'a proved to be a losing battle. I personally
think we need moro enforcement of theso
types of 19th century laws, perhaps oven 18th
oenlury laws, and maybe somebody ought to

Was election necessary?

turnout fafrly ropresent the will of the
plo7 Tho Fnrmlngum Bchool Board policy
ions seldom prod

A big thanks

he Farmington Community Band is just

completing ita 33rd sonson of providing
concorts and muaical entortainment. On |
behelf of conductor Paul Barber nnd the 80-

hlghar pnrtlciputlon

The choice was botween candidate Molody
Jaske and incumbent Gary warp. The Farm-
ington Observer endorsed Sharp and printed
lottors supporting him for various reasons.
One question did not appoar in this edition.
“Was lh!n election noceasary?” Jaske favored

ing achool electiona with general

plus of the Far
Bnnd we would ltke to thank you und the

13,000, (The court brings in a vieiting judge
sovorsl days sach weok to help with caselond.}
By comparison, Doarborn's 18th Diatrict
Cuurt hua three judgeships with a amnllnr
hic ares and

While cmlouda have ramninud rolut(voly
stable in the 47th Diatrict, populntlon has
grown aub {nlly within [ia L Tta
neighboring communition in Oakland County
includo multiple districta (48th, BOth, 52nd)}
with threo and four judgoes serving combined
communities with amaller populations and

: roport on }udlclul ToADLFCeS,

Bpecifically, the House and Senato must

" taka up logistation that addvessos a growling

{mbalaneco in tho moat basic fevel of the judi-
cin) system ~ and tho part which has the

. widest impact on the maJority of Michigan cit-

" {gons - ita dutrlct courts, Whilo wo don't
beliave a major avarhaul is required, the court

" systom must bo given freedom to create addi-
E'unnnl judgoahips whero needed. That meana

! doing away with the current reapportionment

lawor cmmloadn per judge.
Unf , there Js a tond by
telpaliti w use dlurlct couru as hlghly
principted but easily-d con-

tors, We aoco that every time & now courthouse
is built or major oxpansion is approved for an
oxisting ono. That’s one reason why we must
take a cautlous approach whon ndding judgo-
ahips,

But wo sce no reoson why exploding growth
in parts of southeastern Michignn ahould con-
tinue to ba under roprmnwd on the district
court bouoh

Obgerver for your coverage of our
ovenla during this past sonson, Your coverage
and listing of our concerts helpoed to communi-
cate to tha communlty the support and cultur-
al enjoymont the FCB brings to the Farming-
ton and greater motro areas.

clections to obtain greater voter participation.

Sharp feared mixing school igsuea with par-
tisan politica would confuao voters. How dumb
does he believe the constituency 1s?
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who fl the American Civil
Liberties Union. Do you know. Idon't! "
Ralph C. Bolz |

Livonia |

an an election with only a 3 percent voter -

Hank Borgman .

PHIUR POWIR, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD  JEANKE TOWAR, VICE PRESIDENT/EDITORIAL

OUR MissioN: “Because we publish community newspapers, we think about cammuuityjoumallam
in o fundamentally different way than our bigger .

RICHARD AINIAN, PRESIDENT

They to be

Indepmdent from the stories and

they cover, in-to write the unusual or

ional and then dashing off to cover

Journallets and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

else. We regard ourselves as both accurate

— Philip Power




